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oon after the end of the Civil War, 
the Methodists in the eastern part of Jackson, Tennessee, felt 
the need to establish a church in that section of the city. 
Under the leadership of two men, Mr. J.T. Bereridge and Mr. 
Wyatt A. Taylor, those who were interested were organized 
into small classes that met in homes in that section of the 
city. By 1868, an acre of ground on Hays Avenue was 
bought from the nieces and nephews of Andrew Jackson, and 
a small frame building was built. The first service in the new 
church was held on February 21, 1869. 


The church has gone through several name changes, but it 
was called Hays Avenue Church from 1890 until 1980. In 
that location the congregation ministered to the spiritual 
needs of the people of that section of the city. Thousands of 
lives were influenced by its presence. It was the leader in the 
city of Jackson in community-endeavors. Its excellent Scout 
program, extensive recreational programs, and leadership in 
music for children and young people gave it a prominent 
place in the lives of the people of the city. 


The church has one of the best records of any church in 
Methodism for contributing young men and women for 
positions of leadership in the ministry of the church. 


With tremendous growth in the size of Jackson and 
subsequent population shifts in the 1960s and 70s, many of 
the people of the church moved to new areas. The church 
had to deal with the agonizing decision to move its location. 
In 1980, the move was made to new facilities at the corner of 
Parkway and Campbell. The name of the church was 
changed to Aldersgate, a reminder of John Wesley's " heart- 
warming" experience in 1738, considered the beginning 
Methodism. 


In its new location and with handsome new facilities, 
Aldersgate Church continues the work which was begun 125 
years ago, ministering to the city as a community of faith. 
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To the Glory of God 
and 
In Memory of 


Mr. and Mrs. William Winfield Pope, Jr. 


One Hundred, Twenty-five Years as a Community of Faith 
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When the Memphis Annual Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
South, convened in Paris, Tennessee on November 25, 1868, the Reverend 
Joseph H. Evans, the pastor of the First Methodist Church in Jackson, 
Tennessee, reported that his church had 278 members. With that many 
Methodists in the city of Jackson, it was decided that the city was large enough 
to support another Methodist Church. Before the Conference ended, a pastor 
was assigned to a new congregation that was to be established in the eastern 
part of the city. One hundred twenty-five years later, that congregation is 
called Aldersgate United Methodist Church. 


In the period before the 1868 Conference, with the encouragement of the 
Reverend J. H. Evans, class meetings were organized in the homes of 
Methodists in the eastern part of the city. These class meetings were the 
nucleus of the new congregation. 


Class meetings of this sort were the beginning of many of our earlier 
churches. When only two or three Methodist pastors were assigned the task of 
ministering to the needs of early settlers throughout the whole Western 
District (the area which we now call West Tennessee and western Kentucky), 
these Circuit Riders could visit the Societies of Methodists that had been 
organized, only at times separated by many weeks. Between these visits, the 
members of the Societies would meet together in “class meetings” to pray, to 
study scripture, probably to sing hymns, and to encourage each other to lead 
more spiritual lives. 


We know the names of several of those who led these classes, held in East 
Jackson. One was James M. Brown, who lived at 158 Gates Avenue. Another was 
the Reverend Johnnie Brooks. A third, Mr. J. T. Beveridge, lived in a home that 
his father built at the corner of Deaderick and Stoddert Streets, a house that 
still stands. 


Mr. Beveridge and Mr. Wyatt A. Taylor encouraged the idea of building a 
church in the eastern part of the city, and plans were made. Trustees for the 
new church were appointed and in the summer of 1868, these trustees bought 
an acre of property on Hays Avenue. The deed was filed on July 6, 1868. The 
trustees named in the deed were Henry Brown, J. T. Beveridge, Robert Brown, 
Senr., Wyatt Taylor, H. C. McCutchen, Thos. Garrett and Granville McCabe. The 
property that they bought was in a thickly wooded area called Tomlin’s Grove 
on the east side of Hays Avenue. The lot measured 150 feet along Hays Avenue 
and was 290 feet deep. For this property the trustees paid $250. 
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Deed to the Property on Hays Avenue 


A. J. Hays & others 

M. Hays 

To Deed 

Trustees M. E. Church, South 

Filed July 6, 1868 at 

10 o’clock A.M. 
State of Tennessee 
Madison County 


This Indenture, made this, the 9th day 
of May, 1868, Between A. J. Hays, Fanny Preston, Middleton Hays 
and Robert Hays of the one part, and Henry Brown, J. T. 
Beveridge, Robert Brown, Senr., Wyatt Taylor, H. C. McCutchen, 
Thos. Garrett, & Granville McCabe, Trustees in Trust for the uses & 
purposes hereinafter mentioned of the other part, Witnesseth, 


That the said party of the first part for and in consideration of 
the sum of two hundred and fifty ($250.00) dollars in hand paid, 
the receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged, have granted, 
bargained & sold, & by these presents do grant bargain, convey & 
confirm unto them the said Trustees and their successors all the 
Estate, right, title and interest in and to a certain lot or piece of 
land, lying & being in the County of Madison & State aforesaid & 
in the city of Jackson, and bounded as follows, To wit, 


Beginning at the North West Corner of lot No. 1, sold heretofore 
by the parties of the first part to F. W. Taney on the East side of 
Hay’s Avenue running thence North with said Avenue one 
hundred & fifty feet to a Stake, Thence East two hundred and 
Ninety (290) feet to a stake, Thence South one hundred & fifty 
(150) feet to a stake, Thence west 290 feet to the Beginning, 
containing one acre. 


To have and to hold the above mentioned described lot or piece of 
land unto them the said trustees & their successors in office 
forever in trust, that they shall at all times forever hereafter 
permit such ministers & preachers as shall be duly authorized by 
the General Conferences of the ministers & preachers of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, South, or by the Annual Conferences 
authorized to preach and expound God’s Holy word in the house or 
place of Worship to be erected thereon, said lot & property to be 
used only for the uses & purposes of the said Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South, while used as a Church. 


And the said parties of the first part do hereby warrant and will 
forever defend the above described lot or piece of Land, to the 
said Trustees & their successors duly chosen or assigned, from the 
claim or claims of all persons whatever. 
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In witness whereof the said Andrew J. Hays, Mrs. Fanny Preston, 
Middleton Hays & Robert B. Hays have hereunto set their hands & 
seals, the day and year above written. 


Construction soon began, and the new church building was finished in 
February, 1869. At the Annual Conference in November 1868, a minister, the 
Reverend B. A. Hayes, was assigned to this new congregation, and he held the 
first service in the completed church building on February 21, 1869, 
considered the date of the founding of the church. 


The church, a simple clapboard building, measured 40 feet by 60 feet. It 
had four windows on each side. Emma Inman Williams described the building: 


“|, . by February 1869 services were held in the quaint white 
frame building which had two doors to the west, bell in the belfry 
on the south side of the church, kneeling rails in front of each 


pew.”! 


A Charter was signed at the first service in the new church. There were 
thirteen names. Four of those are the names of Methodist ministers. Ministers 
are not members of the local church; they are members of the Annual 
Conference. By signing the Charter, these ministers showed their approval of 
this venture, and they were probably active participants in the activities of 
the new church. The ministers were the Reverend George K. Brooks, the 
Reverend Lorenzo Lea, the Reverend N. O. Blake, and the Reverend Thomas 
Taylor. 


The Lay people who signed the Charter were Mr. J. T. Beveridge and his 
wife Amanda M. Beveridge, H. C. McCutchen, Robert Brown, John T. Brown, 
Mrs. Susan Garrett, Miss Sarah Kershaw, Miss Julia Dodds, and Miss Josie 
Hinton. 


1 Emma Inman Williams, Historic Madison: The Story of Jackson and Madison 
County Tennessee, (Madison County Historical Society, Jackson, Tennessee, 
1946), pp. 313-14. 
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The Founding Pastor, Benjamin Allison Hayes 


The Reverend Benjamin Allison Hayes was fifty years old when he was 
appointed to the “East Jackson Station.” He was born at a temporary resting 
place in East Tennessee, on April 12, 1818. His parents were moving from 
North Carolina to Carroll county in West Tennessee, where they settled. 
Benjamin Hayes was converted in early life and joined the Methodist Episcopal 
Church. He was admitted on trial into the 
ministry in 1844. He was admitted into full 
connection and ordained deacon in 1846 by 
Bishop James O. Andrew. Two years later, he 
was ordained elder by Bishop Robert Paine. 
During his ‘career “he served. as_a Circuit 
Rider, as pastor of important churches in the 
Memphis Conference, and as Presiding Elder 
(now called District Superintendent) for eight 
years. 


The Reverend J. H. Evans wrote Hayes’ 
“Memorial” in the Memphis Conference 
Journal. He had this to say about Hayes: 


In his early and middle life he 
was a preacher of great power. 
He was especially strong in the 
defense of the doctrines of 
Methodism, and preached much 
on the mode and subjects of 
baptism and the possibility of 
apostasy, and, by his clear presentation of the truth, confirmed 
many in the faith; while his manner was so courteous, so gentle 
and Christ-like, that no one was known to become offended, even 
if not convinced. Sometimes in closing a sermon of the mode of 
baptism a great wave of spiritual power would sweep over the 
audience and the service would close with shouts of praise to God. 
While fond of these controverted subjects, and preaching a great 
deal on them, he was nevertheless, emphatically a man of peace, 
gentle in all his ways; and it would have been a captious man 
indeed, who could have picked a quarrel with him. 


His brethren in the ministry and the people to whom he 
preached held him in high esteem and loved him for the shining 
virtues of his Christian character. He was a man of pure thought 
and pure speech. We revere his memory, and rejoice to believe 
that he is now at rest in that sun-bright clime where no mental 
or spiritual eclipse shall ever disturb his communion with God. 


On December 22, 1847, he married Miss Tennessee Newsom. Three children 


res born to them. Only one of them, Mrs. J. A. Arrington, survived her 
ather. 
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B. A. Hayes died at his home on East Main Street in Jackson on December 1, 
1904. He was buried in Riverside Cemetery in Jackson. 


Thirteen Charter Signers 


The four ministers who signed the Charter were not, in 1869, responsible 
for a local church. 


The Reverend George K. Brooks served the East Jackson church as its 
minister on two separate occasions. The first time was for a period of three 
years, 1876-1879. The second was for one year, 1890 -1891. He was admitted 
into the Memphis Annual Conference in 1855. H. R. Johnston, the writer of his 
Memorial in the Memphis Conference Journal, tells us that on three occasions 
he “located,” that is, he left the traveling ministry temporarily. One of these 
three occasions was in 1868. He was readmitted a year later at the Annual 
Conference in 1869. For the year that Brooks was not in the active ministry, 
the church in East Jackson was established. Brooks was free to take part in the 
organization of the church. 


The second minister to sign the Charter, the Reverend Lorenzo Lea, was 
the first president of M.C.F.I. (Memphis Conference Female Institute), from 
1843-1853. This school, operated by the Memphis Conference of the Methodist 
Church became Lambuth College in 1924. After his tenure as president, he 
continued in Jackson as a teacher at the Female Institute and at West Tennessee 
College, a forerunner of Union University. He was, during the Civil War years, 
attached to the First Methodist Church in Jackson as a “Supply” preacher, and 
after the organization of the church in East Jackson was attached to that 
church, according to the Conference Journals. Lorenzo Lea organized the 
Sunday School at the East Jackson Church and served as its first 
Superintendent. The first session of the Sunday School was held on February 
28, 1869, the Sunday following the first service in the building. 


Lorenzo Lea transferred from the Memphis Conference of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, South, to the Tennessee Conference in 1870, and the 
following year transferred to the North Mississippi Conference, where he 
served as president of Marshall Female Institute. In 1873, he was president of 
Corinth Female College. Lorenzo Lea was born in Leasburg, North Carolina, on 
January 4, 1806, and died in Corinth, Mississippi, October 7, 1876. 


The Reverend N. O. Blake was a “local” preacher. A local preacher is one 
who has been recommended for license to preach by a church’s Quarterly 
Conference. They are then licensed by the District Conferences, and their 
licenses are renewed annually. Those who are licensed have to pass a course 
of study recommended by the Bishops on “doctrines and discipline, and give 
satisfactory evidence of knowledge of the ordinary branches of an English 
education.” After a four-year probation period, the candidate may be 
recommended for ordination as a Deacon, and four years after that, may be 
recommended for ordination as an Elder. N. O. Blake was ordained Deacon by 
Bishop Robert Paine during the Annual Conference in 1866 in a service held at 
First Methodist Church in Jackson. He was recommended by the Quarterly 
Conference of that church. 
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The primary responsibility of the local preacher is to aid the pastor in 
charge of the particular circuit, station, or mission to which they belong. The 
local preacher was to report in writing to the District Conference each year 
the extent and result of his labors. 


The Reverend Thomas Taylor, a resident of Jackson, was given 
responsibility to work on a very special project, which culminated in the 
establishment of the Colored Methodist Episcopal Church in 1870. (The name 
has since been changed to Christian Methodist Episcopal Church.) This was in 
the year following the establishment of the East Jackson church. He served by 
appointment of the Bishops of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, as “the 
superintendent of work among the colored people.” 


Following the Civil War, the black members of the Methodist churches, 
most of whom were former slaves, wanted their own church. The organization 
of the Colored Methodist Episcopal (C.M.E.) Church was done in much the same 
way that the Methodist Episcopal Church of Canada was started after the War of 
1812. Conferences and Districts were organized. Bishops were elected and 
then ordained by the Bishops of the Church in the United States, and the new 
church was left to govern itself, a separate entity from the Methodist Episcopal 
Church of the United States. 


Taylor’s responsibility was to organize Conferences and Districts in the 
states of Kentucky, Tennessee and Mississippi. This was a vast undertaking. 


wher lirst <annual iconference.to sbexsetw up. for ether Colored 
Methodists was the Memphis Colored Conference which was 
organized November 20-24, 1867, in Jackson, Tennessee. Several 
weeks prior to that time, Bishop D. S. Doggett sent out a call for all 
the colored preachers and white preachers connected with the 
colored work to meet in Jackson for the purpose of organizing a 
colored conference. The conference was composed of the colored 
charges within the bounds of the Memphis and Tennessee 
conferences of the M. E. Church, South. As such, it included the 
state of Tennessee, along with North Mississippi and North 
Alabama. The pastoral appointments of the conference showed 
fourteen districts and one hundred ten appointments. The names 
of the districts located in Tennessee were: Memphis, Somerville, 
Jackson, Trenton, Paris, Hickman, Nashville, and Brownsville. 
Districts in Mississippi were: Holly Springs, Iuka, Grenada, 
Verona, and Courtland. The district located in Alabama was 
Huntsville. With the exception of Isaac Lane who was appointed 
Presiding Elder of the Jackson District, all the other presiding 
elders were white.2 


The organizing Conference of the new Colored Methodist Episcopal Church 
convened at the First Methodist Church in Jackson, Tennessee, on December 
16, 1870. The delegates from the M. E. Church, South, who were appointed to 
“confer” with the organizers of the new C.M.E. Church were the Reverend 


2 Othal Hawthorne Lakey, The History of the CME Church, (CME Publishing 
House, Memphis, Tennessee, 1985), p. 153. 
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Alex L. P. Green, Presiding Elder of the Columbia District of the Tennessee 
Conference; the Reverend Samuel Watson, who had been appointed by the 
Bishops to be editor of the Christian Index, a monthly publication for the 
colored annual conferences; the Reverend Edmund W. Sehon, pastor of the 
Shelby Street M. E. Church, South, Louisville, Kentucky; R. J. Morgan, a 
layman; and the Reverend Thomas Taylor. The Convention was presided over 
by Bishop Robert Paine, the senior Bishop of the M. E. Church, South, whose 
Episcopal area included the Memphis and Tennessee Annual Conferences, and 
by Bishop Holland N. McTyeire, who had charge of the Montgomery and Mobile 
Annual Conferences. 


Among the other people who took part in the organizing convention were 
men who would later be pastors of the East Jackson Church. They included the 
Reverend W. T. Bolling, who served as Recording Secretary of the Conference 
(Pastor of the church on Hays Avenue 1870-71), and the Reverend J. T. C. 
Collins, who was then the Sunday School Agent for the Memphis Conference 
(Pastor of the church on Hays Avenue 1869-70). 


Taylor’s base of operations in his work at organizing the new C. M. E. 
Church Districts and Conferences was of course aided by his location in 
Jackson. Its location was central to the area he covered, and the fact that 
Jackson was a railroad hub made transportation to far-away points easier and 
more efficient. 


Thomas Taylor was born in Oxford, North Carolina, October 9, 1811. In 1828 
he moved with his family to Whiteville, in Hardeman County, Tennessee. He 
died at his home near Jackson, Tennessee, on September 3, 1876. 


The Lay Members of the New East Jackson Church 


John Thomas Beveridge was dedicated to his church. He was one of the 
most influential in helping its beginning. He and Mr. Wyatt A. Taylor 
suggested that there be a church in the east Jackson area. In his home he 
hosted some of the class meetings from which the church was organized. He 
was a member of the group of trustees who bought the original church 
property -- just around the corner from his home. 


Mr. Beveridge fought for the Confederacy during the Civil War, in E 
Company, 51st Infantry, and rose to the rank of 1st Lieutenant. He, later, was 
made regimental A.C.S. with rank of Captain of Cavalry. He enlisted in 
February 1862, and served until April 1865. 


In the City Directories, most of the time Mr. Beveridge listed his occupation 
as “Brickmason,” or “Brickmason, Contractor,” but on his application for 
membership in the Association of Confederate Soldiers, Tennessee Division, he 
listed as his occupation, “Clerk at Cotton seed oil mill.” 


Mr. Beveridge was an active and prominent member of the Masonic Lodge. 
Having been prominent in the beginning of Hays Avenue Church, J. T. 


Beveridge continued to be active in its activities. He served as superintendent 
of the Sunday School from 1874 until 1881, again from 1883 until 1886, and 
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from 1890 until his death in 1898. He was a member of the Board of Stewards 
and was a Trustee of the church. In the early 1890s, the church had outgrown 
the little frame building that it had used for more than thirty years. Mr. 
Beveridge and Mr. Wyatt Taylor, to push along the movement to build a new, 
larger, more modern facility for the congregation, promised half the cost of 
the new facility. Construction began after the old building was torn down. 
Mr. Beveridge had the contract for the brickwork on the new church. Work 
was completed and the first services in the new church were held on October 
28,1894. 


One can well imagine the joy with which Mr. Beveridge began the Sunday 
School session on that first Sunday, in a Sunday School he had led for most of 
its existence, in a church he had_ helped found, on property he had helped to 
buy, in a new building that he had helped build. 


One week after Mr. Beveridge’s death on December 22, 1898, the first 
Quarterly Conference of the new church year was held at the church. Mr. W. 
A. Myers was elected to fill the place of Mr. Beveridge on the Board of Stewards. 
At this Quarterly Conference, the presiding elder of the district was George W. 
Wilson, and the pastor was the Reverend Joseph H. Evans. George W. Wilson 
had served as the church’s pastor in the early 1880s. Joseph H. Evans had just 
begun his pastorate of the Hays Avenue church, but he had been the pastor at 
First Methodist Church when the original class meetings were organized. Both 
of these men had known Mr. Beveridge very well. Mr. Evans placed this 
statement in the Minutes of the Quarterly Conference: 


We have lost by death Bro. J. T. Beveridge, who was Chairman of 
the Board of Stewards, and Trustee, and has been up to the last 
Quarterly Conference Sunday School Superintendent altogether 
for twenty-one years. We have lost in his death our great leader 
to whom every body looked for counsel, and upon whom every 
body relied. Our loss is incalculable, but we trust in God. 

J. H. Evans, Pastor 


Mr. Beveridge’s death did not put an end to the generosity that he had 
always demonstrated to his church. He and Mrs. Beveridge had no children. 
His will left his entire estate to Mrs. Beveridge: 


All my personal real and mixed estate of any kind and character 
and wherever situated, I give, devise and bequeath to my wife 
Amanda M. Beveridge for and during the time of her natural life, 
and full power and authority to use the personalty according to 
her own discretion, even to the consumption thereof, if and 
provided with use and consumption is for her comfort or support 
or maintenance or in the use thereof by her for such purposes. 


But, at her death, substantial property was to be left to Hays Avenue 
Church. 


On the falling of my wife’s life estate in the same, I give and 
devise all the remainder, interest in and to my store house & lot 
on Market Street, Jackson, Tennessee, 27 feet front on said Market 
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Street and running back 104 ft. bounded on the south by C. T. 
Hogsett and on the north by F. W. Yancey, est., and on the east by 
Market St. the same bought from J. L. Cock, by Thos. & J. T. 
Beveridge and registered in Book 33, page 593. To W. A. Taylor, J. 
M. Brown, T. J. Barnes, D. A. Janes, J. G. Carter, H. M. Clayton, J. T. 
Holmes & L. Long, constituting with myself the present Board of 
Trustees of the church and congregation known as Hays Avenue 
Church, a church and congregation of and consisting part of and 
members of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, within the 
Bounds of its present Memphis Annual Conference, and to the 
successors of said Trustees that may be hereafter appointed in the 
( ) and stead of any of them under and by virtue of the laws, 
rules and regulations or usages of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South, now in force or hereafter to be made and 
constituted as trustees and in trust for the following uses and 
purposes to wit: For keeping in repair the Church Building of 
said Hays Avenue Church, or furnishing the same or rebuilding 
the same, or in case of removal of the Site of the Church, in 
building another or new Church for said congregation or 
association of Christians now known as Hays Avenue Church, and 
for maintaining the Sunday School of said church and 
congregation, in supplying literature, books, furniture or such 
other supplies, appliances, matter and things as in the Judgement 
of the Board of trustees of said Church will best promote the 
interest of said Church and congregation of Christians and the 
Sunday School of said Church, congregation and denomination 
aforesaid, it being the tone, interest and purpose of this devise 
that the said Board of trustees of said Hays Avenue Church above 
named together with their respective successors & my own 
successor as a member thereof constitute likewise a Board of 
trustees for the support and administration of the trust created by 
this clause with all the powers and authority to them belonging 
as officers of said Church, and with the powers and authority 
herein conferred in addition, said trustees and hereby further 
vest with the full power and authority to rent said property to 
them devised, repair the same, or to sell the same or any portion 
thereof, and to reinvest or to use the same, or the rents, profits or 
proceeds of sale of the same, or any portion thereof for the 
purposes of this trust, subject only to the action of the Quarterly 
Conference of said Hays Avenue Church. 


The property left to the church was sold in 1917 for $8500. (To put this in 
perspective, the salary of the pastor of Hays Avenue Church for a year at that 
time was $1600.00.) The money from the sale of the building was used to pay 
off the debt on the church, to provide a basement under the church, and to add 
Sunday School class rooms. 


‘Mr. John Thomas Beveridge (May 11, 1831 - December 22, 1898) and Mrs. 
Amanda M. Beveridge (October 21, 1830 - January 1, 1913), founders and 
benefactors of Hays Avenue Church, were buried in Section 8 of Riverside 
Cemetery in Jackson. 
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Henry C. McCutchen was born in 1818. He was one of the trustees 
appointed to buy the property on Hays Avenue. He followed the Reverend 
Lorenzo Lea as Superintendent of the Sunday School and served for four years, 
1870 - 1874. Mr. McCutchen was Register of Deeds for Madison County. He died 
on January 27, 1875. He and his wife were buried in Riverside Cemetery in 
Jackson. 


Robert Brown was born on March 25, 1804. He was a charter member of 
the First Methodist Church in Jackson in 1826. He moved his membership and 
became a Charter Member of the church in East Jackson and was one of the 
trustees that bought the original Hays Avenue property. He married Susan L. 
Brown, born January 23, 1808, in Madison County on March 25, 1828. Robert 
Brown lived until January 7, 1892. His wife died on May 29, 1896. They were 
buried together in Section 6 of Riverside Cemetery in Jackson. One of the 
windows Aldersgate Church was given in memory of Robert Brown and Susan 
L. Brown. 


John T. Brown was a grocer, who had a store at the corner of Orleans and 
Royal Streets. 


Mrs. Susan Garrett was born June 29, 1835, in Jackson, Tennessee. Susan 
Rebecca Henderson married Thomas Henry Garrett about 1859. His first wife, 
Martha J. Brown, the daughter of Robert Brown, a Charter signer, died in 1858. 
Thomas Henry Garrett was one of the Trustees appointed to the responsibility 
for buying the original church property on Hays Avenue. The Garretts had 
four children who survived infancy. They were James Warren Garrett, 
William Thomas Garrett, Charles W. Garrett, and Eunie Rebecca Garrett. Mrs. 
Garrett died on January 21, 1903, and was buried at Old Salem Cemetery in 
Madison County, Tennessee. 


Miss Sarah Kershaw married William H. Rush, an engineer. She lived at 
412 North Hays Avenue. Mrs. Rush was born on May 12, 1848 and died on May 
12, 1917. She was buried in Section 3 of Riverside Cemetery in Jackson. 


Miss Julia Ann Dodds was only seventeen years old when she signed the 
Charter. She was born in Gwinnette County, Georgia, July 28, 1851. The family 
moved to Spartanburg, South Carolina, and while they lived there, her father, 
serving in the Confederate army, was killed at Tupelo, Mississippi. She related 
in later years that she had witnessed the burning of Atlanta during that awful 
war. She moved to Jackson at the age of 14 with her family. She was a member 
of First Methodist Church until the beginning of the East Jackson church. She 
was a member of Hays Avenue Methodist Church until her death at the age of 
94, on March 6, 1946. She was the last of the Charter members of the church to 
survive, and was the only source of information about the early years of the 
church in later years. 


So today as I look at this magnificent structure, I think of the 
glorious influence of little Paine’s Chapel that has been like a 
beacon light, shining down these fifty years, bringing the 
message of joy and peace and life eternal to all who would follow 
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in its path... The buildings may pass away, but her influence 
will live in the lives and hearts of the people forever.3 


Miss Dodds married Mr. Edwin Franklin Alexander on June 22, 1870. 


The first wedding in the little church in East Jackson was on June 
22, 1870, when Miss Julia Dodds became the bride of Edwin 
Franklin Alexander. There were eight bride’s maids and eight 
groomsmen. The ceremony was performed by Rev. E. K. McNair 
of the First Presbyterian Church. 


Mr. Edwin Franklin Alexander lived until September 28, 1926. 


Mrs. Alexander was also a charter member of the Woman’s Missionary 
Society of Hays Avenue. She was a charter member of the Musidora McCorry 
Chapter of United Daughters of the Confederacy. She was a member of the 
WCTU, the Order of Eastern Star, and the last surviving member of “Old Settlers 
of ’61.” She was buried in Section 4 of Riverside Cemetery in Jackson. 


Miss Josie Hinton married Mr. Samuel R. Hubbard on August 6, 1878. The 
marriage ceremony was performed by the Reverend George K. Brooks, the 
pastor of Paine’s Chapel. 


Paine’s Chapel 


In the beginning, the church was called Paine’s Chapel, named to honor 
Bishop Robert Paine. 


In the early, pioneering days of the Methodist Church in West Tennessee, 
the names of churches were not of much importance. The Conference 
Journals simply refer to the churches by their location. For example, in 1867, 
the appointments in the Jackson District included the Presiding Elder, W. H. 
Leigh, and A. W. Jones, the President of the Memphis Conference Female 
Institute. These were the other appointments: 


Jackson Station J. H. Evans 

Jackson Circuit lot Burrow 

Brownsville Station Guilford Jones, 

B. Medlin, Supernumerary 

Denmark W. B. Seward 

Humboldt & Milan B. H. Bishop 

Mt. Pinson Ee. Fisher 

Rock Springs T. P. Ramsey 


Purdy & Pleasant Grove W.A.Cook 


When a community grew large enough to establish a second Methodist 
congregation, the second church got a name, and so did the first one. When 


3 Madison County History - 75th Anniversary. 
4 Tbid. 
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Paine’s Chapel was established, the Jackson station became First Methodist 
Church. 


When there was only one Methodist church in Memphis, it was the 
Memphis Station. When the second church was started, the first one became 
Wesley Chapel, for the founder of Methodism. The second one was called 
Asbury Chapel, after Bishop Francis Asbury, American Methodism’s first 
Bishop. (Both churches went through several name changes, but, finally, the 
first one became First Methodist Church, and the second one became Second 
Methodist Church.) 


At the time that the church in East Jackson was organized Bishop Robert 
Paine had recently become the senior Bishop of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South. He grew up in Giles County, Tennessee. He had close 
connections with many of those who were so important in the beginning of 
the church in East Jackson. 


We have already mentioned that he ordained the first pastor of the church, 
Benjamin A. Hayes, as an elder in the ministry of the Methodist Church. It was 
Bishop Paine who worked closely with the Reverend Thomas Taylor in 
establishing the Districts and Conferences that became the C. M. E. Church, and 
he, with Bishop McTyeire, presided over the Conference which established 
that Church. 


Bishop Paine had already presided over ten of the Memphis Annual 
Conferences when the little church was established (1848, 1854, 1857, 1858, 
1861, 1863, 1864, 1865, 1866, and 1867.) He became senior Bishop of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, South, in 1866. 


Robert Paine was born in Person County, North Carolina, November 12, 
1799. His family moved to Tennessee when he was a child. He was converted at 
a Camp Meeting in October, 1817. He went almost immediately to the meeting of 
the Tennessee Conference at Franklin, Tennessee, which opened on October 30, 
1817, and there he was baptized. At the next meeting of the Quarterly 
Conference at his church in Giles County, he was licensed to preach. 


He had quite a remarkable career. He was admitted on trial into the 
Tennessee Conference in 1818. He was appointed to several Circuits in his 
early years. His biographer tells of some of the hardships that the young 
Methodist preacher encountered in those pioneer days: 


Here (the Tuscaloosa Circuit) he had all the difficulties to 
encounter incident to a new country. The streams were without 
bridges, and frequently he risked his life in crossing them. The 
settlers were often many miles apart, and frequently he had to go 


without a road through the dense, unbroken forests.> 


5 Richard Henderson Rivers, D. D., The Life of Robert Paine, D. D., Bishop of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, South, (Publishing House of the M. E. Church, 
South, Nashville, 1884), p. 85. 
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He was admitted into full connection at the Tennessee Conference in 1820, 
but was not ordained Deacon until the next year because there was no Bishop 
present at the Conference in 1820. He was ordained Elder at the Tennessee 
Conference in 1823 and was elected delegate to the General Conference of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church. He was also appointed Presiding Elder of the 
Forked Deer District of the Tennessee Conference in West Tennessee. He was 24 
years old! 


From this time on he is always found in the front ranks. 
Preaching before he was licensed by the church, traveling a 
circuit in less than one month after his conversion, a stationed 
preacher before he was twenty-one years old, a presiding elder 
and a delegate to the General Conference at the age of twenty- 
four years. From this time on he attended every General 
Conference, as delegate or Bishop, until his death - fifteen in all, 
and in nine of which he presided as Bishop. Seldom has any man 
among us risen so rapidly, and certainly not one more 


deservedly.© 


After serving the Forked Deer District, Paine was appointed to the 
Nashville Station, now McKendree Church. He was preacher and Presiding 
Elder in Nashville for five years. In 1829, he was made Superintendent, and 
later President of LaGrange College in Alabama, and it was this responsibility 
that he held when he was elected Bishop in the General Conference of 1846. 
He had been one of the leaders in the General Conference of 1844, in planning 
the peaceful separation of the Methodist Episcopal Church, when the church 
divided into separate entities, north and south. 


This is an interesting account of the Bishop’s first Episcopal journey. 


It was on September 6, 1846, that Bishop Paine left his home, then 
in La Grange, Alabama, on his first round of episcopal duty. He 
took the stage at dark in Tuscumbia. He was the only passenger. 
After passing Ripley, Mississippi, on the 17th, the horses ran off 
with the stage, turned it over and broke it. The driver was caught 
under the broken stage and partially disabled. The Bishop was 
unhurt. He had to stay in the swamp alone for hours, until a 
wagon could be obtained in which the journey was pursued to 
Holly Springs. On the 19th he arrived at Memphis, Tennessee; on 
the 21st started on a steam-boat up the Mississippi River. 

The first Conference over which he presided began its session in 
the town of Hannibal, Mo., on the 30th of September, 1846. John 
H. Linn was the stationed preacher, and with him he made his 
HoOmesr =. : 


He passed through a fine country from Hannibal to Boonville. 

On this route he traveled by many different modes of 
conveyance, from a stage-coach to a skiff. At Boonville he held 
the St. Louis Conference, which began its session on the 14th of 
October and closed on the 20th. From this Conference he went 


6 Ibid. 
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into the Indian Territory. He visited the different tribes. He 
learned much of their character, and still more of their wants. 
He was among the Osages, the Wyandots, the Creeks, the 
Cherokees, etc. He visited the different schools and missions. He 
was at the Baptist mission and the Quaker Mission as well as at our 
own. [After the meeting of the Indian Mission Conference he 
continued to visit other missions.] ... He was with the Choctaws, 
the Creeks, and the Cherokees, and witnessed the progress of 
civilization among them. During this trip he was greatly exposed. 
The water-courses were all high, and he had to cross them in 
”dug-outs* unskillfully managed and in a tottering condition.“ 
Especially was he exposed in crossing the Arkansas River, which 
was much swollen and threatened to capsize the little canoe 
whirling round and round in a rapid and dangerous manner. He 
passed by different forts and schools, and at last arrived safe and 
thankful at Fort Smith, Ark. Here he met thousands moving to 
Texas. ‘Wagons, wagons were crowded along the banks of the 
river.’ At Van Buren he met the Arkansas Conference, which 
commenced its session on November 25. ... The Conference 
closed on the 30th of November, and he started immediately to 
Little Rock. After remaining at Little Rock, waiting for a boat, he 
started down the river for home. After passing Napoleon a 
fearful accident occurred. A flue collapsed -- the boiler burst -- 
all was a scene of wild confusion. The captain was alarmed, and 
unable to command his crew. One man was torn to pieces and 
others hurt. The Bishop took command, gave directions to throw 
out the tiller-rope and to land the vessel. Calm, trustful, strong, 
he alone had the presence of mind to do what was needed. The 
crew obeyed. The vessel was saved. The passengers, too, with 
grateful hearts acknowledged their obligations to the good 
Bishop. Like St. Paul when his vessel was sinking, he took charge 
of the men, and proved himself a man trustful in God, but a soul 
so much above the ordinary man that he alone of all that were on 
board showed ability to rule in the midst of the most fearful 
confusion and in the presence of death. ... 


Another boat passing soon carried them to the Mississippi 
River in safety. Here they were transferred to a boat bound for 
Memphis. Arriving at Memphis, he met with Bishop Andrew, 
spent some time with him in sweet and holy communion, heard 
him preach his famous sermon on family government, and with a 
thankful heart started to his home in Aberdeen Miss. During his 
long tour his family had removed from La Grange, Ala., to 
Aberdeen. After passing over ”terrible“ roads and being upset 


on the stage, he arrived at home on the 17th of December, 1846.7 


Bishop Paine retired at the General Conference held in May, 1882. He died 
on October 19, 1882, at the age of 83. He had spent 65 years in the service of the 
Methodist Church. He was buried at Aberdeen, Mississippi. 


7 Tbid. 
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Only a few years after its beginning, in 1875, the Conference Journals 
began referring to the Church as “East Jackson Church” instead of “Paine’s 
Chapel.” In the only Minutes of the Board of Stewards that survive from that 
time, the church is called “East Jackson Church.” That seems to have been its 
name until 1890. The Memphis Conference Journal, 1890, calls the church 


“Hays Avenue Church,” and that was to be the church’s name for 90 years.8 


It is not unusual for Methodist Churches and Institutions to be named for 
respected Bishops. In Jackson there are two institutions of higher learning 
named for Methodist Bishops. Lambuth University is named for Bishop Walter 
R. Lambuth of the M. E. Church, South. Lane College is named for Bishop Isaac 
Lane, of the Christian Methodist Episcopal Church. 


Purchase of the Property Tied the 
East Jackson Church to the Founders of Jackson. 


The Trustees for the new church bought the property on Hays Avenue 
from Andrew Jackson Hays, Fanny Preston (Frances Mott Middleton Hays 
Preston), Middleton Hays and Robert Hays. These four were the surviving 
children and heirs of Samuel Jackson Hays, a nephew of Andrew Jackson, 
seventh President of the United States. 


Madison County was created in 1821 by an act of the Legislature, almost in 
the geographical center of the Western District (West Tennessee). The County 
was named for James Madison, who was President of the United States, 1809- 
1817. Among the earliest settlers of the county were a number of Andrew 
Jackson’s nieces and nephews. The city that was established was named for 
Andrew Jackson, who would be elected President of the United States in 1828, 
not only because he was the great hero of the times (He had been the hero of 
the War of 1812 against the British.), and because he was a Tennessean, which 
made the people of the state especially proud, but also because he was the 
beloved uncle of so many of the city’s founders. His nieces and nephews who 
lived in Madison County were Mrs. William E. Butler, Mrs. Robert I. Chester, 
Stokeley Donelson Hays, Samuel Jackson Hays, and Miss Narcissa Hays. These 
nieces and nephews were the children of Robert and Jane Donelson Hays. 
Jane Donelson Hays was the sister of Rachel Donelson Jackson, the wife of 
Andrew Jackson. 


Samuel Jackson Hays, the youngest son of Robert and Jane Donelson Hays, 
was born in 1805. His father died when Samuel was 14 years old, and his uncle 
Andrew Jackson became his legal guardian. He was admitted to the United 
States Military Academy at West Point, New York, on July 30, 1823. Some of his 
fellow students at the academy included Jefferson Davis, later Secretary of War 
for the United States and President of the Confederate States of America; Robert 
E. Lee, the commander of the Army of Northern Virginia; Albert Sidney 
Johnston, Hays’ roommate and commander of all Confederate forces in the 
Western Theater until his death at Shiloh; Leonidas Polk, a Major General in 
the Confederate Army and Episcopal Bishop of New Orleans before the war, 


8 Mrs. Julia Ann Dodds Alexander, the last surviving signer of the Charter that 
began the church, always referred to the early church as Paine’s Chapel. 
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who was killed during the war; and Joseph E. Johnston, also a Major General in 
the Confederate Army. 


Hays married Frances Pinckney Middleton, of Charleston, South Carolina, 
whom he met at his uncle’s Inaugural Ball in 1829. 


Mrs. Jane Donelson Hays, his mother, lived with his family in Jackson, first 
in a double log-house called “Hays Hill”, and later in a home that he purchased 


from his brother-in-law, Robert I. Chester on “Miller Hill.”9 
About 1847, Hays and his family moved to a house northeast of the city, 


. ahouse long remembered as one of the most magnificent of 
the homes of Jackson, with its lawn adorned with statuary 
imported from Italy, its furnishings of rosewood and mahogany, 
its liveried Guinea slaves. The house was built on what is now 
Preston street, the gate to the long driveway opening on what is 


now Hays Avenue.!9 


Samuel J. Hays served as a Major General in the Mexican War in one of the 
divisions of the State Militia. Just prior to the beginning of the Civil War, 
President Jefferson Davis, his old classmate from West Point, visited Hays and 
offered him a commission as General in the Army of the Confederacy. Hays 
replied, “I am sending four sons and two sons-in-law. I cannot go myself, but I 
will equip a company.” He is said to have done so at his own expense. The war 
was brought very close to him in the presence of northern troops who camped 
on his property during the time that the city of Jackson was occupied by 
northern troops. 


Samuel Jackson Hays died in 1866, the year after the close of the Civil War. 
His will was recorded in 1866. He had bequeathed his property to his four 
surviving children. He had real estate in Madison and Shelby counties in 
Tennessee and in Arkansas. 


Hays’ heirs had already begun to sell the property by the time that the 
Trustees for the new church bought their acre in 1868. The palatial home that 
he had built was sold to the Academy of Immaculate Conception, a Catholic 
school. The house was destroyed by fire in 1873. 


9 Williams, Historic Madison, p. 62. 
10 Tbid. 
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Wyatt Adam Taylor 


John Thomas Beveridge and Wyatt Adam Taylor were the two most 
influential men in the Hays Avenue Church in its early decades. Their 
dedication and generosity gave the church a strong beginning and sustained 
its influence for good in the city of Jackson. 


Beveridge, who had no children, left property to the church. Wyatt A. 
Taylor left a large family who were equally dedicated to Hays Avenue Church. 
His descendants have been strong leaders in the church throughout its life 
and continue in the same tradition today. 


Wyatt Adam Taylor was born in Wayne County, North Carolina, on 
November 18, 1834, the son of Mark and Nancy Altman Taylor, both native 
North Carolinians. The family moved to Tennessee around 1839. At the time of 
the Civil War, he enlisted in the Fifty-first Regiment under General Albert 
Sidney Johnston. After the battle of Shiloh he joined General Forrest’s cavalry 
and served two years as a private. He was wounded twice. Following the war, 
he was in the mercantile business in Jackson until 1872. After that, he was 
engaged in real estate, live stock, banking, and in managing two large 
plantations that he owned. 


In 1870, Wyatt A. Taylor built a home at 579 North Hays Avenue, an 
imposing structure. We find this description of the house in The Jackson Sun 
at the time that the house was torn down in 1965: 


Complete with its own water supply (a complicated system of 
rainwater drains and cisterns) and a 50-foot high tower for 
scanning the countryside, the house was an imposing structure. 


Eight fireplaces warmed early residents during the winter, and 
the thick, concrete-covered walls and big windows, shaded by 
magnolias, kept down the heat in summer. 


Mr. Taylor was married three times. In 1858 he married Miss Tennessee 
Virginia Collins, who died in 1872. They had four sons and four daughters: 
Matilda Anderson Taylor (1859-1860); Annie Rebecca Taylor (1860-1937), who 
married William Winfield Pope in 1879; Little Ella Taylor (1862-1865), Henry 
Taylor, who married Eva Gooch; William Anderson Taylor (1866-1914), who 
married Fannie Belle Fenton; Thomas Isham Taylor, who married Lula 
Merryweather; Lula Rebecca Taylor, who married Jesse Allen Thompson; and 
Frank Taylor (who married Jo Ella Warrell.) 
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Wyatt A. Taylor and his third 
wife, Mary Emma, at the time of 
their marriage in 1878. 


William Winfield Pope, Sr., 
and his wife, Annie Rebecca 
Taylor, the daughter of Wyatt A. 
Taylor by his first marriage. 
This picture was made at the time 
of her marriage in 1879. 


Wyatt Taylor’s second wife was Miss Elvira Lawrence. They had two sons: 
Lawrence Taylor and Richard Taylor. Lawrence Taylor was married twice. His 
first wife was Bess McKevitt, and his second wife was Pauline Love Wasson. 
Richard Taylor died young. Wyatt Taylor’s second wife died in 1877. 


In 1878, he married Mary Emma Wilson Allen, who was a teacher at the 
Main Street High School in Vicksburg, Mississippi, at the time of their 
marriage. They had two sons and two daughters: Wyatt Alva Taylor, who 
married Kate McKissack; Mary Emma Taylor, who married Eugene Barton; 
Hollie Taylor, who died as a young man; and Minnie Lee Taylor, who married 
Tandy G. Morris. 


Wyatt A. Taylor became a very wealthy man and was a very generous one 
in causes that he felt were important: 


Bishop (Isaac) Lane gave much credit to the financial aid and 


advice that was given to him by many of his white friends, 
especially Wyatt A. Taylor. In fact the Bishop doubted whether 
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his venture would have proven a success or not without this 
aid.11 


Wyatt Taylor donated a large portion of the land on which Lane College is 
now situated. 


Wyatt A. Taylor lived until November 20, 1905. He was buried in the Taylor 
Family Cemetery on the Medina Road (Campbell Street) only a mile and a half 
past the present location of Aldersgate Church. 


Pastors 


The little frame church that the Paine Chapel congregation built on Hays 
Avenue stood for twenty-five years. After the Reverend B. A. Hayes, eleven 
ministers served the congregation in that frame building. The tenures of 
Methodist preachers in that time were not long. Five of the ministers who 
served there were stationed at the church for only one year each, and none of 
them returned for a second tenure. They were J. T. C. Collins, Warner T. 
Bolling, William M. Patterson, George W. Wilson, and E. K. Bransford. 


Four of the pastors - B. F. Blackmon, A. L. Pritchett, W. C. Sellers, and James 
H. Roberts - served two year tenures. Three of these men returned to the 
church for pastorates at a later time. B. F. Blackmon and A. L. Pritchett 
returned to serve the congregation in the old frame church. J. H. Roberts 
returned to serve one year after the brick church was erected. 


A. L. Pritchett returned for one year. B. F. Blackmon, on his return, served 
for four consecutive years, making a total of six years at the East Jackson 
church. 


George K. Brooks and James M. Scott each served as minister for three 
years. Brooks returned to serve one year in the old frame church. 


11 Williams, Historic Madison, p. 286. 


25 


A Community of Faith 


Joseph Thomas Christopher Collins 


Joseph Thomas Christopher Collins, born in Madison County, August 28, 
1825, was forty-four years old when he came to serve one year as the second 
pastor of Paine’s Chapel in 1869. By the time he came to the church, he had 
had a busy and distinguished career as a minister in the Methodist Church. He 
had served several Circuits - Holly Springs, Whiteville, and Somerville. He had 
served Brownsville Station. He went to 
Memphis in 1854 and was there for eight 
years. In that time, he served Asbury Chapel 
(later Second Methodist) for two years and 
Wesley Chapel (later First Methodist) for one 
year. In the year between the Annual 
Conferences of 1858 and 1859, he organized 
two churches in Memphis. Collins Chapel, 
named for its first pastor, was a black 
congregation. The black members of First 
Methodist Church wished to establish their 
own church. Collins organized them, and the 
church is ‘still very active today... inra 70; 
Collins Chapel became part of the C. M. E. 
Church and was influential in the beginning 
of the new denomination. Several of Collins 
Chapel’s ministers have become Bishops of 
the Go Mo EeChurch: 


The other church organized that year by 
Collins was called McKendree Church. Its 
name was changed after the Civil War to 
Harris Memorial, to honor G. W. D. Harris, a 
former Presiding Elder of the Methodist Church in Memphis. 


In the following year, Collins organized and became the first pastor of 
another Memphis Church. It has had several names through the years, but is 
now St. John’s United Methodist Church. Collins served that church as pastor 
on three separate occasions. Following the Civil War, Collins was the Memphis 
Conference Sunday School Agent, a job he also held while he served the 
Paine’s Chapel congregation. Collins continued to serve the church in Fulton, 
Mayfield, and Martin until he was superannuated at the Conference in 1895. 


From 1851 to 1855, Collins kept a diary. He had very little, if any, formal 
education. To say the least, his spelling was creative. While he was the pastor 
of the church in Brownsville, he visited Jackson and wrote this about the 
town: 


Monday 28. I went to Jackson to attend the feemale examinations 
This beautiful little town. . 


July 1/52 A very good examination and on tusday night the finest 
Consert I ever attended. 
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Wednesday morning I stared for home in company with Bro. 
Bennett and daughter -- a pleasent trip. The pople of Jackson are 
not attentive in intertaining strangers. 


In spite of his lack of education, he must have been a powerful preacher. J. 
H. Evans said this of him in his “Memorial.” 


. Notwithstanding acknowledged and lamented deficiencies in 
educational equipments, by diligent application, assisted by 
Grace, (he) soon took rank as one of the most promising and 
successful young men of the Conference. 


At this time, I think it is no exaggeration to say, Brother Collins 
was the most popular and the most successful preacher of any 
denomination in the city (Memphis). The house in which his 
congregation worshiped was a large framed building, capable of 
seating about five hundred people. Every Sunday, morning and 
night, every seat was occupied and the aisles filled with chairs, 
and it was no uncommon thing for a hundred or more to be 
turned away for want of room. In the membership of that time 
were a number of eminent men -- supreme court judges, lawyers, 
physicians, and successful business men -- all of whom sat under 
his ministry with delight, and were edified. 


Evans continued in his tribute to tell the story of how he, himself, came 
into the church and the ministry: 


In the fall of 1854 he (Collins) was stationed at Asbury Chapel - - 
now Hernando Street -- in the city of Memphis. Here, in 1856, the 
writer of this tribute, then a wild and reckless young man, first 
met him, and under his ministry was led to Christ, and received 
license to preach and a recommendation for admission into the 
traveling connection from his Quarterly Conference. 


It was Joseph H. Evans, the writer of this “Memorial” who encouraged the 
beginning of the new church in East Jackson. He was to become pastor of the 
church soon after the brick church was built. 


Collins married when he was sixty years old. He had not been married 
before. 


On December 3, 1885, he was married to Miss Mary Hettie Fields, 
an elegant, refined, Christian woman, who seemed providentially 
designed to smooth his pathway for the remainder of his days. 


J. T. C. Collins died July 2, 1900, at his home at Fulton, Kentucky. After 


funeral services at the Methodist Church in Fulton, the body was taken on the 
2:30 train to Martin, Tennessee, where he was buried. 
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Warner T. Bolling 


Warner T. Bolling was only twenty-three years old when he became the 
pastor of the Paine’s Chapel congregation. He was born in Green County, 
Alabama, on May 25, 1847. His parents died when he was young. He enlisted in 
the Confederate army before he was fifteen years old. W. J. Mecoy, the writer 
of his “Memorial” in the Memphis Conference Journal told about Bolling’s 
war experiences: 


He enlisted first in the Harris 
Zouave Cadets in Memphis, 
Tennessee, and was attached as 
Company D to the One Hundred 
and Fifty-fourth Sr. Tennessee 
Regiment, Preston Smith, 
colonel, “Marcus J.» Wrient, 
lieutenant colonel. 


Then he re-enlisted in the 
Second Tennessee Regiment 
under Colonel W. B. Bate, who 
was succeeded by Richard 
Buttler and’ he by Tony 
Robinson. 


Dr. Bolling was in more than 
twenty battles during the war, 
loyal to the cause he espoused in 
camp and on the field; was 
severely wounded at 
Chickamauga and again shot at Kennesaw Mountain in Georgia, 
heroically enduring the sufferings incident to service and 
inevitable to the wounded; and last but not least to undergo the 
anguish of a prisoner of war in Camp Chase prison near 
Columbus, Ohio, until the bloody struggle ceased. 


Following the war, Bolling spent three and a half years in business in 
Memphis. He then joined the Memphis Conference in 1868. After several 
years in the Memphis Conference serving the Denmark Circuit, and churches 
at Humboldt, Dresden, Hickman and Union City, as well as the church on Hays 
Avenue, he transferred to West Virginia, where he served churches in 
Charleston and Huntingdon. He served churches in Hannibal and Fayette, 
Missouri, Denver, Colorado, and in Covington and Lexington, Kentucky. He 
served the church at Shreveport, Louisiana, for four years and Jackson, 
Mississippi, for two years before returning to the Memphis Conference. In 
Memphis he served Central Church (later St. John’s). He served Broadway 
Church in Paducah, the church in Paris, Tennessee, and the churches in 
Fulton and Clinton, Kentucky. 


For a number of years, Dr. Bolling wrote a popular column which was 
syndicated for daily newspapers. The writer of his “Memorial” also described 
him a “a born, or natural, orator.” 
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He reveled in the ornate, beautiful and sublime, whatever other 
talent he may have possessed, in eloquence he excelled. 


Dr. Bolling was awarded two Doctor of Divinity degrees - the first from St. 
Charles College in Missouri in 1886, and the second from Peabody Institute in 
Nashville in 1909. 


Warner T. Bolling died in Clinton, Kentucky, on April 15, 1913. He was 
buried in Forest Hill Cemetery in Memphis. 


Benjamin F. Blackmon 


Benjamin F. Blackmon was also a young man when he was appointed to 
Paine’s Chapel in 1871. He was born in Madison County, Tennessee, on October 
20, 1845. He also fought for the Confederacy. 


When about eighteen years of 
age he quit school and enlisted 
in the army of the Confederate 
States, in the Seventh Tennessee 
Regiment, Bell’s» Brigade, 
Forrest’s Cavalry. His comrades 
say of him, “a braver soldier 
never shouldered a gun.” He 
shirked no duty, shrank from no 
hardship and was always among 
the first to volunteer whenever 
a call was made for any service 
of unusual danger. A brave 
man. Fearing God, he feared 
nothing else. 


After the war he returned to school and 
then in 1868 was granted license to preach by 
Bethany Church on the Jackson Circuit. He 
was ordained Deacon in 1870 and elder in 
1872. Blackmon was the first minister of 
Paine’s Chapel to stay longer than one year. He stayed for two years. His 
salary for the first year was $500. 


In 1875 Blackmon married Miss Mattie T. Blair of Jackson, a granddaughter 
of the Rev. Dixon McLeod, a pioneer Methodist preacher in West Tennessee, 
who was the first to die after the formation of the Memphis Conference. 
Blackmon and his wife had nine children, six of whom, four boys and two 
girls, survived their father. 


Blackmon died at the home of his brother, Dr. John A. Blackmon, in Jackson 
on March 25, 1907. His funeral was held at Hays Avenue Church, and he was 
buried at Bethany (or Brown’s Church) Cemetery. 
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Armistead L. Pritchett 


Armistead L. Pritchett, who came to Paine’s Chapel in 1873, also stayed for 
two years. He was born October 9, 1839, the son of a Methodist preacher. He 
served churches in Dresden, Paris, Trenton, Central Church (later St. John’s) 
in Memphis, as well as the church on Hays Avenue. He died on February 27, 
1903, and was buried in Hollywood Cemetery in Jackson. 


Half way through Pritchett’s tenure, the Conference Journals began using 
the name “East Jackson” as the name for the church, the name it retained 
until 1890. 


William McKendree Patterson 


William McKendree Patterson, who spent a year at the East Jackson Church 
(1875-6), was born on September 19, 1838, near St. Louis. His father, a 
Methodist minister, spent most of William’s childhood as a missionary to the 
Indians, so William grew up in Indian Territory. 


Such was the unsettled condition 
of the country on account of the 
Civil War that, with the advice 
and consent of the presiding 
elder, he soon enlisted as a 
chaplain in Gen. Price's brigade 
of the Confederate army. He was 
captured with his regiment and 
spent the last year of the war in 
prison, being released when 
peace was declared. On his 
release from prison he went at 
once to Memphis, Tenn., in 1865, 
and accepted the agency of the 
American Bible Society to 
superintend the distribution of 
Bibles in several of the destitute 
states of the South. 


He then became business editor of the 
Western Methodist, published in Memphis. 
In 1868 he was admitted on trial into the Memphis Conference and appointed to 
Central Church (later St. John’s) in Memphis. During his pastorate there, a 
new church building was built on Union Avenue, described as “one of the 
largest and most costly church edifices in the city.” He “planned and solicited 
aid, and wrought with his own hands upon the building.” Following that 
appointment, he supervised the building of a church for the Georgia Street 
Church in Memphis. In 1872 he was appointed agent for what is now 
Vanderbilt University, “to assist in raising an endowment for that institution.” 
In 1873 he began a two year stay at the church in Bolivar, Tennessee. After 
his year at East Jackson, he served a year as principal of the Jackson District 
High School at Montezuma, Tennessee. 
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In 1877, Bishop Keener appointed Patterson to an especially difficult task. 
He was to take charge of Methodist mission work in Mexico. 


He sailed Feb. 1, 1878, for Mexico. This was, no doubt, of the Lord, 
for he proved to be eminently qualified for the work. His 
education, his culture, his force of will, his courage, his cool and 
deliberate judgment, and above all, his self-sacrificing love of 
Christ gave him a success beyond any missionary work of modern 
times. Those who have inquired into the success of the Protestant 
faith in Mexico under Dr. Patterson's supervision regard it as 
phenomenal. No record of missionary enterprise can compare 
with it since the days of the apostles. On taking charge in March, 
1878, there were belonging to our church in Central Mexico two 
traveling preachers, 70 members, one Sunday-school, 30 
scholars, and 65 in day school. In 1886 after a lapse of about eight 
years, when the mission was organized into an annual 
conference, there were six presiding elder's districts, 43 
traveling preachers (40 of whom were native preachers), 22 local 
preachers, 1,978 members, 45 Sunday-schools, 1,369 Sunday- 
school scholars, 26 church edifices valued at $46,563.73, 13 
parsonages valued at $43,160.74, and 19 day schools with 623 
scholars. 


At the organization of the Central Mexican Conference Dr. 
Patterson had his membership transferred to that body and was 
elected its first clerical delegate to the General Conference which 
met in Richmond, Va., in 1886. He was also appointed presiding 
elder of Mexico district, and editor of The Mexican Evangelist, a 
paper which he started, and other Spanish publications. 


In 1888 he intended to return to the Memphis Conference, but he was 
prevailed upon by the American Bible Society to undertake the responsibility 
for Bible distribution in South America. He was in South America less than a 
year when he fell victim to yellow fever and died on August 19, 1889. Dr. 
Patterson was buried in the National Cemetery in Caracas, Venezuela. 
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George Kirby Brooks 


The last pastor mentioned and the next one give the history of this church 
an international flavor. The last pastor spent ten years of his ministry in 
Mexico and was buried in Venezuela. The next pastor, the Reverend George 
Kirby Brooks, was born in White Pitts, Swaby Parish, Lincolnshire, England, 
on July 29, 1837. This pastor was one of the signers of the Charter in 1869. He 
served the church from 1876 until 1879, three 
years, the longest tenure thus far, and he 
returned in 1890 for a stay of one year. 


He was educated in English schools and at 
Marshall Male Academy in Mississippi. His 
family were devout Methodists. He was 
licensed to preach in England in 1853 and 
then came to America in 1854, first to 
Memphis, and then to Hernando, Mississippi. 
He was recommended by the Quarterly 
Conference in Hernando for admission into 
the Memphis Annual Conference, and he was 
admitted in 1855. He was ordained Deacon in 
1857 and Elder in 1862, both times by Bishop 
Robert Paine. 


Brooks joined the Confederate army and 
went to Aberdeen, Mississippi, where he was 
stricken with typhoid fever. After his 
recovery, he returned to Memphis and 
operated during the war between Memphis 


and Corinth, Mississippi. 


His first marriage was to Miss Lizzie Brooks of Jackson, Tennessee. They 
had six children: Chester, Eugene, Cleanth, Lucretia, John J. and George K. 
Mrs. Brooks died in 1894. In 1896, he married Miss Peytona H. Hamilton of 
Clinton, Louisiana. 


George K. Brooks died at his home in Paris, Tennessee, on January 10, 1919. 
His funeral was held at First Methodist Church in Jackson. He was buried at 
Hollywood Cemetery in Jackson. 


The only Minutes that survive of any official meeting in the church from 
the time of the old frame building are the Minutes of two meetings of the Board 
of Stewards, December 20th, and December 23, 1878, during the time that the 
Reverend G. K. Brooks was pastor. 


The first Stewards meeting for the Conference Year commencing Dec. 9th, 
1878. held at East Jackson Church, Dec. 20, 1878. 


The meeting was opened with prayer by the Pastor 


Present - G. K. Brooks, Pastor, J. T. Beveridge, T. J. Barnes, J. M. 
Brown & H. L. Williamson 
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The spiritual & financial condition of the Church was considered. 
The best method for raising the Pastor’s salary. 


On Motion it was agreed to pay the Pastor this conference year, 
Five hundred dollars. 


On Motion it was made the business of Bro. H. L. Williamson to 
secure the service of a good sexton for the church. 


On Motion it was resolved to hold a stewards meeting every month 
the first to be held at Bro. Beveridges Monday night at 7 o’clock, 
Dec. 23rd, 1878. 


G. K. Brooks, Chairman 


Stewards met pursuant to adjournment at J. T. Beveridge’s, Dec. 23, 
1878, 7 o’clock P.M. Opened with prayer. Present G. K. Brooks, J. 
T. Beveridge, H. L. Williamson, J. M. Brown, T. H. Smith. 


Minutes of last meeting read & approved. Br. H. L. Williamson 
reported that he had secured the service of a Col. man for sexton 
at the rate of fifty dollars a year. The man to be responsible for 
any damage that may occur to lamps or chimneys through his 
carelessness. Bro. Williamson was instructed to have a ton of coal 
sent to the church, also to procure coal oil, a broom & duster & 
have charge of the collections on Sabbath nights to pay sexton & 
etc. It was also ordered that a special collection be made next 
Sabbath for the purpose of paying for the coal. The following 
names were then divided among the collecting stewards. 
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(These are the names and the assessment for the year, to be paid quarterly): 


J. T. Beveridge (Collecting Steward) 50.00 
W. A. Dodd 5.00 
Jole Parham 

Ry P. Sutton 

W. A. Taylor 45.40 
A. A. McAlexander 2.00 
A. L. White 

Jessie Harper SO 
B. T. Clayten 148) 
G. K. Foot 3.50 
E. A. Brooks 5.00 
Mrs. Sue Bledsoe 250 
Mrs. M. Blair 


Mrs. Via Bledsoe 

Mrs. Maggie Carter 

Mrs. M. Umphlett 15.00 
Mrs. M. McGee 

Miss M. McBlain 

Miss Fannie Harper 

Mrs. E. H. Bledsoe 10.00 
Mrs. Sarah Russell 

Mrs. Lucretia Brooks 


Mr. Bolling Shore 6.35 
Mrs. Annie Pope 5.00 
H. L. Williamson (Collecting Steward) 20.00 
J. C. M. Garland 10.00 
W. D. Wilkerson 5.00 
_. M. Tinckel 15.00 
_. M. Parish 2.50 
B. L. Haley 250 
Mrs. D. Williamson 

Mrs. Joe Hubbard 5:00 
_. E. Henderson 3.00 


Miss M. E. Henderson 


It was the custom throughout most of its history for the Board of Stewards to 
meet on the Tuesday night after the third Sunday of the month. This tradition 
was set in the early days of the church. Mrs. Bonnie Raney, who served the 
church for many years as Secretary, says that she heard that the date was set 
because a large number of the members of the church worked for the railroad. 
They were paid on the third weekend of the month. The members of the Board, 
who went out to collect for the church after these meetings, decided that it was 
best to visit members soon after they were paid, while they still had money. 


William C. Sellers 


William C. Sellers became the minister of the East Jackson Church in 1879, 
and served there for two years. He was born in Kentucky on January 21, 1846, 
to a family who had moved there from Virginia. Besides the East Jackson 
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William C. Sellers 


William C. Sellers became the minister of the East Jackson Church in 1879, 
and served there for two years. He was born in Kentucky on January 21, 1846, 
to a family who had moved there from Virginia. Besides the East Jackson 
Church, he served Mississippi Avenue and Lenox (later Union Avenue) in 
Memphis, and the church at McKenzie, Tennessee. He died at Martin, 
Tennessee January 22, 1934, the day after his 88th birthday. 


William C. Sellers George Willis Wilson 


George Willis Wilson 


In 1881, the Reverend George Willis Wilson came to serve the East Jackson 
Church. He was born in Nashville on December 8, 1850, and was reared in and 
near Paris, Tennessee. He received the A. B. degree from Emory and Henry 
College in Virginia. He was given license to preach by the Quarterly 
Conference at Trenton, Tennessee, in 1872, and was admitted on trial into the 
Memphis Conference in 1874. He was ordained Elder at the Annual Conference 
in Jackson in 1878. In addition to the year at East Jackson, he served churches 
at Henderson, Bolivar, Martin, Trenton, Paris and Humboldt, in Tennessee, and 
Clinton, Hickman, Fulton and Broadway in Paducah, Kentucky. In 1906 he was 
given the Doctor of Divinity degree by the Memphis Conference Female 
Institute. G. W. Wilson died at St. Joseph Hospital in Memphis following an 
operation for gall-stones, on October 25, 1916. He was buried in Martin, 
Tennessee. 
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In 1882, Armistead L. Pritchett returned for one year. In 1883, Benjamin F. 
Blackmon returned for a period of four years. 


The following is a quote from a newspaper clipping of 1887: 


The East Jackson M. E. Church, South, observed its eighteenth 
anniversary last Sunday with appropriate services. This is one of 
the most zealous and harmonious body of Christians in the city, 
the membership upholding their pastor’s hands in all his good 
works. Certainly no pastor has the complete confidence and love 
of his entire membership more than Rev. B. F. Blackmon. The 
church was organized the 3rd Sunday in February, 1869, with 13 
members, and B. A. Hayes, still of this city, was it first pastor. 


James Henry Roberts 


The pastor who came to East Jackson in 1887 for a period of two years was 
the Reverend James Henry Roberts. Roberts was born on June 17, 1853, twelve 
miles west of Gallatin, Tennessee. He was given license to preach in 1872 by 
the Gallatin church in the Tennessee Conference. He was admitted on trial 
into the Tennessee Conference in 1875 and was ordained Deacon in the 
Tennessee Conference in 1877. He transferred to the Memphis Conference in 
February 1879 and was ordained Elder in the Memphis Conference in 
November, 1879. During his career he served churches at Union City, Paris, 
McKenzie, Trenton, Brownsville, Mayfield, Covington, and Mississippi Avenue 
and Harris Memorial churches in Memphis as well as East Jackson. He also 
served eight years as Presiding Elder, two years on the Paris District, two years 
on the Paducah District, and four years on the Jackson District. He served one 
term as Conference Missionary Secretary, and for six years prior to his death 
was President of the Memphis Conference Board of Missions. James Henry 
Roberts died in Memphis on December 14, 1916. He was buried in Forest Hill 
Cemetery in Memphis. 
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James Henry Roberts Erasmus Kays Bransford 


Erasmus Kays Bransford 


Erasmus Kays Bransford came to the East Jackson Church in 1889 for one 
year. He was born near Union City, Tennessee, on December 23, 1851. He 
attended Vanderbilt for two years before joining the Memphis Annual 
Conference. He served Circuits at Murray, McKenzie and Martin, and churches 
at Hickman, Kentucky, and at Somerville, Dyersburg, and Covington before 
coming to East Jackson. He later served churches at Martin, Humboldt and 
Fulton, Kentucky. He transferred to the Texas Conference for a few years, and 
then returned to the Memphis Conference. He spent the end of his life in 
California, where he served as Supply pastor at Alameda in northern 
California and at St. Paul’s Church in Los Angeles. Bransford died in California 
on February 23, 1936. 


At the Annual Conference in 1890, George Kirby Brooks, a signer of the 
Charter, and former pastor of the church was appointed to Hays Avenue 
Church. Hays Avenue was the name that the church was to use for the next 
ninety years. Brooks was followed in 1891 by James M. Scott. It was while Scott 
was pastor that the brick church on Hays Avenue was built. 
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The 1890s 


James M. Scott 


All of the pastors of the church after Hayes and Collins were in their 20s 
and 30s. The youngest, when he first came to the church was W. T. Bolling, 
who was 23 when he became pastor of the church. James M. Scott was 64 when 
he first came to the church, and he stayed for three years. He was born 
September 1, 1827, on Stone River, near Franklin, Tennessee. The family 
moved from Tennessee to Danville, Virginia, 
and then to Central Kentucky. After a brief 
residence in these states, they moved back to 
. Tennessee and settled on a farm in Hardeman 
county, a few miles out from Bolivar. He was 
ordained Deacon in 1851 and Elder in 1853. He 
served the churches at Ripley, Covington, 
Humboldt, Mayfield, Broadway (Paducah), 
Fulton, and Brownsville, as well as Hays 
Avenue. His last appointment was Bolivar. 
Because of failing health, in 1903, he asked 
for a superannuate relationship with the 
Conference. He died on October 21, 1904, and 
was buried at Ripley, Tennessee. 


The Brick Church on Hays Avenue 


By 1891, the church membership had grown to 315. In 1892, there were 
317, andin 1893, there were 319. The congregation had outgrown the little 
frame church. Plans were made for the erection of a new building. Mr. J. T. 
Beveridge and Mr. Wyatt A. Taylor recognized that something must be done and 
promised that if a new building were built, they would pay half of the cost of 
it. The last service in the old building was on April 15, 1894, and then the old 
church was torn down. During the time between the tearing down of the old 
building and the use of the new building, the congregation met in a tent that 
was put up on the rear of the Hays Avenue lot. The congregation met there 


39 


A Community of Faith 


from April 15, 1894, until the brick church was completed. The first service 
was held in the completed building on October 28, 1894. 


Two of the members of the Board of Trustees of the church had contracts 
for work on the new building. Mr. Beveridge had the contract for the 
brickwork on the new building. Mr. Livian Long was the contractor for the 
carpentry work. 


There were two towers on the front of the church, the larger one on the 
corner of Hays and Taylor streets. The shorter tower was on the opposite side 
of the front facade. Both towers were originally surmounted with steeples. 
The entrances into the church were through the front walls of each of the two 
towers. On the front wall between the two towers were two pointed “Gothic” 
windows. In each of the two side walls of the church were two larger pointed 
windows. The building measured 68 feet across the front and was 93 feet deep. 


As one entered the sanctuary through the base of either of the two towers, 
one faced the congregation, because the pulpit, space for the choir, and 
communion rail were in the space between the two towers. The pews were 
arranged in a semi-circle facing the pulpit. 


The Sunday School space was built on the Akron plan. This plan was the 
result of a movement that had begun over twenty years earlier. In 1872, the 
International Sunday School Association adopted a plan in which each week 
children of all ages and all major Protestant denominations across the country 
studied the same scripture lesson. Lewis Miller, a wealthy manufacturer and 
Supertintendent of the Sunday School of the First Methodist Church in Akron, 
Ohio, developed an architecture which would best use the graded class scheme 
which had already developed with the requirements of the uniform lesson 
system. He and architects Walter Blythe and Jacob Snyder developed a plan 
which was first used in the Sunday School building for the Akron church. 


The facility . . . consisted of two semicircular tiers of classrooms 
facing onto a wide, high rotunda. In the open area, Miller, as 
superintendent of the Sunday School, could lead all classes in 
general exercises before and after the lesson period. When the 
lesson study period would begin, movable doors or partitions were 
quickly and easily closed at the opening of each classroom, and 
each class could pursue its own study independent of the 
others. 12 


One of the earliest uses of this plan in the South was that for the First 
Methodist Church in Memphis. The architect of the building was Jacob 
Snyder, who had helped devise the Akron plan. The building, begun in 1884, 
was finished in January 1893. The church was host to the General Conference 
of the M. E. Church, South, in 1894, the first opportunity for many southern 
Methodists to see the plan in action. In this building, the Sunday School, using 


12 A. Robert Jaeger, The Auditorium and Akron Plans -- Reflections of a Half 
Century of American Protestantism, A Thesis Presented to the Faculty of the 
Graduate School of Cornell University in Partial Fulfillment of the 
Requirements for the Degree of Master of Arts, May, 1984, p. 246. 
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the Akron plan, was combined with the auditorium plan for church 
auditoriums. The auditorium plan had a central pulpit with curved pews 
facing the pulpit. The auditorium was separated from the Sunday School space 
by large doors which could be moved to throw the whole space into one when 
more seating space was necessary. Very soon, churches throughout the area 
began building churches and Sunday Schools using the Akron plan for 
Sunday Schools, combined with the Auditorium plan for church auditoriums. 
It was a popular plan for building through the first two decades of the 
twentieth century. 


This same plan was used for the Hays Avenue Church. The Sunday School 
space was behind the seated congregation. Rooms were arranged in two 
stories around an open area. Opening exercises (prayers, hymns, the reading 
of the Scripture lesson and announcements) could be held for the entire 
Sunday School in the large two-story area, and then the classes could adjourn 
to their individual class rooms for the lesson, which could be taught in a way 
that would be best understood by children at their own age level. 


The new facilities of the church on Hays Avenue are reflected in the report 
to the Annual Conference of the value of the building. In 1892, before the old 
building was torn down, the estimated value of the church building was 
reported as $2800. In 1894, after the new building was completed, the value 
was estimated at $8000. 
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Livian Long 


Mr. Livian Long, who was responsible for the carpentry work in the new 
building, was born on November 4, 1845. He was a carpenter and contractor in 
the city of Jackson. He also called himself an architect. In 1897, he submitted 
plans for a new church building for Harris Memorial Methodist Church in the 
Chelsea section of Memphis. The picture of the church that Mr. Long proposed 
to build appeared in The (Memphis) Commercial Appeal on June 20, 1897. 
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Livian Long Mr. Long’s proposed building for 
Harris Memorial Church, Memphis 


As one can see, it is the Hays Avenue building all over again. Mr. Long’s 
plans for Harris Memorial Church provided for seating of 1000 people. This 
plan was not used. Another, smaller, Akron plan church was built. It is not 
known whether Mr. Long changed his plans or whether another architect did 
the work. There is another church in west Tennessee that is almost identical 
in appearance to the Hays Avenue building. It is the First Methodist Church in 
Martin, Tennessee. 


In his business dealings, Mr. Long always listed himself as “L. Long.” In all 
of the church records, except one, he is named as “Livian Long.” His name 
was “Livingston Long.” That name has appeared in only a few places. Mr. 
Long died on November 21, 1926. The marker on his grave in Section No. 3 in 
Riverside Cemetery in Jackson lists his name as Livian Long. 
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William Alfred Freeman 


At the Annual Conference held at the close of 1894, the Reverend William 
Alfred Freeman replaced the Reverend James M. Scott in the pulpit of Hays 
Avenue Church. Freeman was thirty-eight years old. His father and 
grandfather were both Methodist preachers. He was born in Marshall County, 
Mississippi, on July 1, 1856. 


Freeman served as a local preacher for 
four years, beginning that work while he was 
a student at the Jackson District High School 
at Montezuma, Tennessee. He was admitted on 
trial into the Memphis Conference and 
ordained Deacon in 1879. 


In the fall of 1881, Freeman transferred to 
the Denver Conference in response to a call 
from the Bishop there for workers in the 
“Western Field.” He served churches in the 
city of Denver. He returned to the Memphis 
Conference in 1885, “because of the ill effect 
upon his health of the high altitude of 
Colorado.” He served Brownsville Circuit and 
Somerville Station, and then, at the unusually 
young age of 35 was appointed to the Paris 
District as Presiding Elder. He then spent 
three years at Hays Avenue. Following those 
years, he was made Presiding Elder of the 
Paducah District, and later in his career 
served as Presiding Elder of the Dyersburg District. He served half of the 
Districts of the Memphis Conference as Presiding Elder. 


Freeman was twice elected to represent the Memphis Conference as a 
delegate to the General Conference. The Doctor of Divinity degree was 
bestowed on him in 1906 by the Memphis Conference Female Institute of 
Jackson, Tennessee. When Freeman retired from the active ministry, he 
returned to Covington, Tennessee, where he had served as pastor for four 
years. He and his wife operated a small grocery store during his eighteen 
years of retirement. 


Freeman died on January 1, 1939. His funeral was held at the Methodist 
Church in Covington, and he was buried in Forest Hill Cemetery in Memphis. 


43 


A Community of Faith 


EE ES LS LT LT 


Joseph H. Evans 


James Henry Roberts, who had served the church while the congregation 
was still in the white frame building, returned for one year in 1897. He was 
followed in 1898 by the man who had helped start the church thirty years 
earlier when he was serving as pastor of First Methodist Church in Jackson. 
Joseph H. Evans, now sixty-four years old, came to Hays Avenue to serve as 
minister for one year. 


Evans was born in Hertford County, North Carolina, September 15, 1834. His 
father died when Joseph was only eight years old. He went to work at the age 
of fourteen in a large country store to learn the mercantile business, and he 
was at this work in Memphis when he heard the Reverend J. T. C. Collins 
preach and felt called to the ministry. He was admitted on trial into the 
Memphis Annual Conference in 1856. 


In 1866, he was stationed at First Church in Jackson, where he was the first 
pastor in the Memphis Conference to stay four consecutive years at one 
appointment. It was during those four years that the church in East Jackson 
was established. 


During his career, Evans served twenty-three years as Presiding Elder, 
sixteen of them consecutively. In that capacity he headed the Paris District, 
the Jackson District (twice), the Dyersburg District (twice), and the Union City 
District. 


In addition to First Church and Hays Avenue in Jackson, Evans served 
Broadway Church in Paducah, Hernando Street Church in Memphis, the 
church which had recommended him for license to preach, and Central 
Church (now St. John’s) in Memphis. 


Evans was a Trustee of the Memphis Conference Female Institute and was 
awarded the Doctor of Divinity degree from that institution. He was three 
times elected delegate to General Conferences, in 1886, 1890, and 1894. 


He died in 1912 and was buried in Riverside Cemetery in Jackson. 
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William Graves Hefley 


Evans was succeeded in 1899 by the Reverend William Graves Hefley. Born 
in Madison County, Tennessee, on November 2, 1853, Hefley was only a few 
months old when his father died. His mother reared eight children alone. 
Hefley served as the pastor at Hays Avenue for three years. 


Hefley was admitted into the Memphis Annual Conference in 1875. He 
served a number of Circuits and then the churches in Clinton and Mayfield, 
Kentucky; Dallas, Texas; Hickman, Kentucky; Humboldt, Union City and 
Dyersburg before coming to Hays Avenue. Later, he served the Fulton, 
Brownsville, and Paris Churches. He served as Presiding Elder of the 
Brownsville, Memphis, and Jackson Districts. 


William Graves Hefley died at his home in Jackson, Tennessee, on April 29, 
1913. 


When Hefley began his ministry at Hays Avenue, the church reported 430 
members. This is the list of members of the Quarterly Conference for the first 
year of Hefley’s ministry. We also give their professions as they were listed in 
the Jackson City Directory, 1910: 
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G. W. Wilson, Presiding Elder 
W. G. Hefley, Pastor in Charge 


Stewards: 


Bumpass, William L. 


Bond, John W. 
Garrett, Charles W. 
Holmes, James T. 
Kirby, Edward D. 
Lusk, Dr. Percy B. 
Newman, Dewitt C. 
Newman, John B. 
Parham, J. Luther 
Smith, Henry B. 
Sayers, H. M. 
Rush, Lee 

Taylor, Marcus H. 


Teague, Richard L. 
Taylor, Wm. A. 


Trustees: 

Taylor, Wyatt Adam 
Clayton, H. M. 
Kirby, Edward D. 
Janes, David A. 
Long, Livingston 


Brown, James M. 
Holmes, James T. 
Smith, H. B. 
Taylor, M. H. 


Tax Assessor 

Carpenter, Southern Engine and Boiler Works 

Printer, TheWhig 

Foreman, Tennessee Cotton Oil Co. 

Boilermaker, Southern Engine and Boiler Works 

Physician 

(not listed in the City Directory) 

Conductor, Illinois Central Railroad 

Carpenter 

Carpenter 

(not listed in the City Directory) 

Machinist, Southern Engine and Boiler Works 

M. H. Taylor & Co., Wagons. 

M. H. & J. F. Taylor & Co., Carriages & Farm 
Implements 

Blacksmith, M. & O. Railroad Shops. 

J. F. Taylor & Co., Groceries and Feed. 


Real Estate Agent 

Contractor and Builder 

(Listed above) 

Contractor and Builder. 

ContmactoneL. BLOno ae Co. 
Builders. 

Contractor and Builder, 158 Gates Ave. 

(Listed above) 

(Listed above) 

(Listed above) 


Carpenters and 


46 


The 1890s 


There were four Methodist Churches in Jackson in 1900. These are the 
pastors appointed that year, and the membership reported to Annual 


Conference: 


G. W. Wilson, Presiding Elder 


First Church 
Hays Avenue Church 
Campbell Street Church 


Middle Avenue Church 


W. F. Hamner 
W. G. Hefley 
M. F. Leake 


S. B. Love 


47 


730 
452 
214 
215 


A Community of Faith 


Weis ea Sk 
eae 


48 


The Early Years of the Twentieth Century 


The Early Years of the Twentieth Century 


The two pastors who followed Hefley each served Hays Avenue for one year. 
James Gaston Clarke was appointed in 1902, and Henry Warren Brooks was 
appointed in 1903. 


James Gaston Clarke 


James Gaston Clarke was born at Cedar Hill, Anson County, North Carolina, 
on November 15, 1850. His father and brother were Methodist preachers. He 
was received into the Memphis Annual Conference in Jackson, Tennessee, in 
1873. He was ordained Deacon in 1875 and Elder in 1877. 


W. C. Sellers, who wrote Clarke’s 
“Memorial” for the Memphis Conference 
Journal, had this to say about him: 


He was about six feet four inches 
high, well built, with a good 
brow, a kind eye and a voice 
clear and resonant. He attracted 
attention in the parlor, invited a 
second look on the street, and on 
pulpit or platform at once took a 
position that others of us would 
have to fight for for thirty 
minutes and that some of us 
never attained at all. 


Clarke was Presiding Elder of the 
Lexington District for three years and of the 
Union City District for four years. He died at 
the home of his son at Tullahoma, Tennessee, 
on November 29, 1911. He was buried at 
Wadesboro, North Carolina, his native state. 


It was during Clarke’s ministry at Hays Avenue that we find this article in 
The Jackson Sun about two Revivals taking place in Jackson: 


The revival services at the Hays Avenue and Campbell Street 
Methodist Churches are continuing through this week with 
unabated interest. Enthusiasm in both meetings has grown in 
fact, instead of diminishing, and a great deal of good is being 
accomplished. 
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At the Hays Avenue Church, the evangelist, Mike Cassidy, 
continues to broach rousing sermons, of his own peculiar style 
and his listeners are hundreds each evening, while the 
attendance at the day time services is also good. Sunday 
afternoon a large crowd heard Rev. Cassidy’s lecture on 
Temperance at the Court House, and Sunday night the church was 
packed. Many are being brought to God as a result of the 
meeting. 


Conversions have been numerous at the very successful meeting 
at the Campbell Street Church, and last night several were 
brought into the fold. Rev. S. L. Prather and son the noted 
revivalists, who have the meeting in charge, are keeping up hot 
applications and the interest never lags but increases, a great 
deal of good being done. 


There will be regular services tonight at both of these churches 
and so on throughout the week. Everybody is invited to attend, 
and all will be pleased with themselves after going. (April 21, 
1903) 


A number of the members of the Hays Avenue congregation worked for the 
railroad. We find one reference to its influence on the church from a report 
by the pastor to the Quarterly Conference, May 7, 1903: 


There has been some degree of quickening in our membership, 
as indicated in improvement of attendance upon public worship, 
but we are yet sadly lacking in this important matter. A great 
number of our people are connected with the Rail Roads and give 
this as their reasons for their absence from the church. We are 
stirring them up on this line, all we can. - J. G. Clarke, P.C. 


Clarke mentioned the railroads again in his report to the Quarterly 
Conference in August, 1903: 


We have lost some members by death and certificate that were of 
real value, and the disturbance on the M & O Railroad has had a 
depressing effect. 


In November, in his last report before the meeting of Annual Conference, 
Clarke had this to say about the church: 


The general state of the church comparatively speaking is good. 
It does not reach an Ideal standard but looks well beside similar 
institutions. We have removed some old obligations, paid for our 
excellent Light plant and insured our Church for three more 
years. We have some devout and zealous members -- other, less so 
and yet others that are cold, indifferent and worthless. ... 


The Light Plant referred to new electric fixtures in the church. At the 
Quarterly Conference, Dec. 22, 1903, the new pastor, H. W. Brooks, said, “The 
church house has excellent lights and is well heated.” (We cannot identify 
those church members mentioned in Clarke’s report who were “cold, 
indifferent and worthless.”) 
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Henry Warren Brooks 


Henry Warren Brooks was born in Lexington, Tennessee, on November 4, 
1858, the son of a Methodist minister. His family moved to Jackson, Tennessee, 
when Henry was quite young. His father, the Reverend John Brooks, was 
named as one of the of the leaders of the class meetings held in East Jackson in 
the late 1860s from which the Hays Avenue Church was organized. The young 
Henry Warren Brooks became active in the 
First Methodist Church in Jackson. He 
graduated from the Southwestern Baptist 
University in Jackson, taking his A. M. degree 
in 1876, at the age of 18. He was awarded the 
Doctor of Divinity degree by the Memphis 
Conference Female Institute in Jackson. 


At the beginning of his ministry, he was 
transferred to Arkansas, where he served for 
several years. He taught at Central Collegiate 
Institute (now Hendrix College) and built the 
first church in Eureka Springs. He also 
served churches at Des Arc, Hamburg and 
Hope. 


He returned to the Memphis Conference in 
1891 and served Mayfield and Humboldt 
before Hays Avenue. He served Fulton, 
Whiteville, Harris Memorial in Memphis, 
Clinton, Tiptonville, Murray, Fountain 
Avenue in Paducah, Bolivar, Bolton, and 
Tabernacle. For four years he was Superintendent of the Dyersburg District 
and was for four years Superintendent of the Paris District. 


Henry Warren Brooks died in the Methodist Hospital in Memphis on March 
9, 1926, and was buried in Elmwood Cemetery in Memphis. 


In the last Quarterly Conference held in the one year that Brooks was 
minister, we find this statement by the Trustees about the church property: 


(November 7, 1904) The Trustees of the church beg to submit this 
as their annual report. Our church is in fair condition, but badly 
in need of some repairs, which has been provided for and a 
committee appointed to have such repairs made, which we hope 
to have completed by Conference. Our church is valued at 
$10,000.00 and insured for $4000.00, on which we owe a bal. of 
$21.00. We have one parsonage in good repair, valued at $1500.00, 
not insured. We have also one 4 room cottage on the East end of 
church lot, which we rent for $7.50 per month. This house is 
valued at $700.00 and no insurance. 


The Reverend William Watson Adams followed Brooks as the minister at 
Hays Avenue in 1904, and he stayed for three years. 
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The church was growing. When Adams arrived, the church reported 511 
members. These members were making constant improvements in the 
building. Soon after his arrival, he reported this to the Quarterly Conference: 


(June 1, 1905) The liberality of the people has been shown by 
their ready response in subscription to the purchasing of a pipe 
organ. We have made a contract with Henry Pilcher & Sons, of 
Louisville, Ky. to place within our church by Sept. 1st, a nice pipe 
organ to cost $1500.00 which we hope the Lord will use in 
building up the church. 


Until this time the church had not had a pipe organ. There must have been 
a reed organ, because later on there was mention of it, when the young people 
wanted to trade it in on a new piano. Perhaps a piano was also used before the 
pipe organ was bought. This is a description of the organ. 


Pilcher Organ - Hays Avenue - 1905 


11 stops - 2 Manuals 
Great Organ 


1. 8' Open Diapason Metal 61 pipes 
224 8 > Dulciana Metal 61 pipes 
3. 8' Melodia Wood 61 pipes 
4. 4 Octave Metal 61 pipes 
5. 9-2.— ‘Super Octave Metal 61 pipes 
Swell Organ 

6 8' Violin Diapason Metal 61 pipes 
7 Oo ~ salicional Metal 61 pipes 
8. 8' Stopped Diapason Wood 61 pipes 
9. 4 Flute Harmonique Metal 61 pipes 
10. 4 Violina Metal 61 pipes 
Pedal Organ 

11. 16' Bourdon Wood 30 pipes 
Couplers 


12. Swell to Great 
13. Great to Pedal 
14. Swell to Pedal 


Mechanical Accessories 

15. Tremolo to Swell 

16. Bellows Signal 

17. Wind Indicator for Org. 


Pedal Movements 
18. Great Organ Forte Combination 


19. Great Organ Piano Combination (double acting) 
20. Balanced Swell Pedal 


$1500.00 


At the same Quarterly Conference, June 1, 1905, a report of improvements to 
the parsonage was made by the Pastor: 
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The Ladies of the church have put in Sewerage with all modern 
conveniences in the parsonage. In this they were greatly 
assisted by Bros. E. B Curtiss, and H. M. Clayton, who furnished the 
material & did the work at cost. This together with the screening 
of the house and some needed furnishings bought by the Junior 
League add very much to our comfort. 


At the next Quarterly Conference, September 21, 1905, we see that progress 
on improvements to the church has been made, and we see the introduction of 
something that the church continues to own with great pride: 


During the quarter we have made considerable improvements on 
the church building, beautifying the auditorium by decorating 
the walls and placing a pipe organ. We expect soon to put in art 
glass memorial windows. 


The completion of the work was reported to the Quarterly Conference on 
November 8, 1906: 


Dear Brethren: Our church is now in splendid repair and 
excellent condition. During the year we have painted and 
decorated the interior of the Epworth League Hall and class rooms 
ata cost of $100.00. Have also replaced the old windows with Art 
Glass at a cost of $191.82. Total amt. paid for repairs on church, 
$508.87. 


The church is valued at $10,000. and have it insured for 3 years at 
$4000. Premium paid on insurance $84.00. 


Our Parsonage is in excellent condition, having made during the 
year some very much needed improvements, at a cost of $406.96 
and have the building insured for $600 for 3 years. Value of 
Parsonage, $2500. 


We have one 4 room cottage located on East end of church lot, 
which is renting at $9.00 per month. This house is in good repair 
having had the building repainted & papered at a cost of $65.00. 
Value $800. no insurance. 


In addition to above we have raised & paid on Pipe Organ, $522.86. 
Respect, 
W. H. Taylor, Chm. 
The windows that were mentioned are the beautiful stained glass windows 
that were so long a part of the church on Hays Avenue and were removed from 


the old building, restored and placed in the new church on Campbell and 
Parkway. For a description of the windows, see page 197. 
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The 1904-1905 Directory 


In the first year of W. W. Adams’ ministry, the church published a 
Directory of its membership. It is a handsomely prepared little booklet, 
professionally printed, with a picture of the pastor (the one that we use with 
his biography). It is interesting to see a Directory with no telephone 
numbers, except in the advertisements that paid for its publication. One 
advertisement stated: 


You reach more than 
1200 people in Jackson 
OVEL, CG viccsuah yl ieee ee 
Home Telephome!4 


Frank Best, a member of the church, had an advertisement inside the front 
cover. He sold Bicycles (“For Men, Ladies, Boys and Girls”); he repaired 
Umbrellas (“Don’t throw your umbrella away and get a new one when you can 
have it mended at such little cost.”); he sold Gramaphones and Records 
(“Records that will fit any talking machine made.”); and he repaired locks, 
fitted keys “on short notice”, sharpened razors, knives, scissors, saws, etc. His 
address was Church and LaFayette. His home phone 940. 


Another member, “W. E. Kirby, Architect, Contractor and Builder, Is now 
building 81 houses at Bemis, beside the 100 he built in his first contract there. 
His fifteen years work here commend him to the public. If you want your 
work done well and promptly call on him. Office and Shop: 137 Lee St., 
Jackson, Tenn. Cumberland Phone 480.” 


M. Henry Taylor, Agent for Prudential Insurance and a member of Hays 
Avenue Church, had a full page advertisement. In all, there were 
advertisements by 82 companies and individuals. 


This is the membership of Hays Avenue Church from the 1904-5 Directory: 


14 The Home Telephone Company was one of the two telephone companies in 
Jackson. The other was the Cumberland Telephone Co. 
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Adams, Frank W. 
Adams, Mrs. Marie W. 
Aken, Ernest E. 


536 Hays Ave 
536 Hays Ave 
Whistler, Ala. 


Alderson, Miss Annie 121 Hale St. 
Alderson, Mrs. Mary A. 121 Hale St. 
Alderson, Miss Neva L. 121 Hale St. 
Alderson, Thomas A. 121 Hale St. 
Alexander, Miss Alleen R. 541 College St. 
Alexander, Mrs. Julia 121 Hale St. 


Atkins, Mrs. Martha C. Stoddert St. 
Baird, Miss Annie 
Baird, Miss Eva Belle 
Baird, E. Marion 
Baird, Dr. W. L. 
Baker, Mrs. Ellen I. 
Barham, Alfred 
Barham, Miss Ella 
Barham, Miss Mary 124 Stoddert St. 
Barnes, Mrs. Ada N. Royal St. 
Barton, Mrs. Emma Taylor Jonesboro, Ark. 


424 S. Market St. 
424 S. Market St. 
424 S. Market St. 
424 S. Market St. 
601 E. LaFayette. 

450 Hays Ave. 

450 Hays Ave. 


Beal, W. V. 113 Theus St. 
Beard, Miss Mattie E. Stoddert St. 
Beard, S. M. Stoddert St. 


Bell, Miss Edna May 337 E. Lexington Ave. 
Bell, Robert Lee 337 E. Lexington Ave. 
Bell, Mrs. Salvidorah D. 
337 E. Lexington Ave. 
Bell, Mrs. Tennie Cordelia Rose 
113 Walsh St. 
E. Lafayette St. 
E. Lafayette St. 


Best, Frank 

Best, Mrs. Maggie E. 

Beveridge, Mrs. Amanda M. 
518 N. Hays Ave. 


Bevill, A. H. Memphis. 
Bevill, Miss Jennie Memphis. 
Bevill, William F. 

Black, Mrs. Florence Country. 
Blackmon, Miss Blanche E. Country. 
Blackmon, Dr. John A. 242 Oak Ave. 
Blackmon, Miss Love 242 Oak Ave. 
Blackmon, Mrs. Lula 242 Oak Ave. 
Blackmon, Miss Nelle 242 Oak Ave. 
Blackmon, Prentiss 242 Oak Ave. 
Blanks, F. M. 226 Oak Ave. 
Blanks, Mrs. Jeffie 226 Oak Ave. 
Blanks, Miss LaVerne 226 Oak Ave. 


E. Lafayette 
E. Lafayette 
Diamond Addition. 


Bledsoe, George W. 
Bledsoe, Horace 
Bledsoe, Mrs. Josie 
Bledsoe, Mrs. L. D. 
Bledsoe, Mrs. Nina L. 
Bledsoe, Steve 
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Diamond Addition. 


Blick, Miss Daisy M. 339 E. Lexington Ave. 
Blick, Mrs. Lulu A. 339 E. Lexington Ave. 
Bloss, Miss Nettie 
Blue, Mrs. Alice. 
Bond, Mrs. Jennie M. 
Brents, Mrs. J. N. 
Briggs, Miss Blanche E. 
Briggs, Mrs. I. H. 
Briggs, Mrs. Laura Rush 
338 E. Deaderick Ave. 
338 E. Deaderick Ave. 
149 Gates Ave. 
149 Gates Ave. 
E. Deaderick. 
. Lafayette St. 
. Lafayette St. 
. Lafayette St. 
. Lafayette St. 
. Lafayette St. 
Paris, Tenn. 


560 N. Hays Ave. 


484 N. Royal St. 
484 N. Royal St. 


Briggs, R. A. 
Briggs, Mrs. Rebecca 
Briggs, William H. 
Briggs, Robert H. 
Brooks, Charles R. 
Brooks, Mrs. H. W. 
Brooks, Miss Katie A. 
Brooks, Miss Nettie 
Brooks, Miss Rosa W. 
Brown, Miss Fannie 
Brown, Miss Fannie E. 
248 E. Deaderick Ave. 
158 Gates Ave. 
248 E. Deaderick Ave. 
255 Orleans St. 
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Brown, James M. 
Brown, Robert F. 
Brown, Miss Sarah 


Bryant, Mrs. R. N. 226 Oak Ave. 
Bumpas, Mrs. Annie Cotton Grove Road 
Bumpas, Mrs. Jennie Gates Ave. 
Bumpas, Walter Gates Ave. 


Cotton Grove Road 
596 E. College St. 


Bumpas, William L. 
Burton, T. J. 
Carpenter, Alexander Spring Creek Road 
Carpenter, Mrs. Lizzie 

Stoddert & Deaderick 
Carpenter, Mrs. Sarah E. Spring Creek Road 
Carter, Mrs. Corah L. 238 W. Chester St. 
Carter, Mrs. Emma 402 N. Royal St. 
Carter, Mrs. Fannie 253 E. Deaderick Ave. 
Carter, Floyd S. 402 N. Royal St. 
Carter, James G. 402 N. Royal St. 
Carter, Mrs. Maggie 402 N. Royal St. 
Carter, Mrs. Maggie S. 253 W. Chester St. 
Carter, Marshall Nay 238 W. Chester St. 
Carter, Mrs. Mary A. 402 N. Royal St. 
Carter, Miss Nelle 402 N. Royal St. 


Cason, Miss Irene H. 129 Lee St. 
Cason, Mrs. Jennie M. 129 Lee St. 
Cason, William C. 129) Lee St. 


Chandler, Mrs. Dixie Rollins 

437 Hays Ave. 
N. Hays Ave. 

Whitehall Ave. 


Chandler, Wayman L. 
Cherry, Mrs. Edna 
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Cherry, Walter C. Whitehall Ave. 
Chester, J. W. Jackson & Whitehall 
Chester, Mrs. Mary Ruffin 

Jackson & Whitehall 


Christian, William Oak Ave. 
Christie, B. H. 

Christie, Ella Belle 

Christie, Flora 

Christie, George R. 

Christie, Samuel M. Preston St. 
Christie, Virginia 

Clark, Mrs. Fannie Deupree St. 
Clayton, Mrs. Daisy Brown Ensley, Ala. 
Clayton, Frank C. Ensley, Ala. 
Clayton, H. M. N. Hays Ave. 
Clayton, Miss Julia Enloe Ave. 
Clayton, Lou Anna N. Hays Ave. 
Clayton, Mrs. Rebecca Enloe Ave. 


Collins, Callie 
Collins, J. W. 559 Hays Ave. 
Collins, Samuel D. 310 E. Deaderick Ave. 
Collins, Mrs. Viola A. 
310 E. Deaderick Ave. 
258 Orleans St. 
258 Orleans St. 
Extension St. 
Extension St. 


559 Hays Ave. 


Conn, Mrs. Fannie E. 

Conn, R. M. 

Cook, James W. 

Cook, Mrs. Martha L. 

Cowan, Mrs. Maude Wheeler 

Spring Creek Road 

Country 

Stonewall St. 


Cowan, Mrs. Sarah C. 

Cummings, Mrs. Margaret A. 
Cummings, Willis F. Stonewall St. 
Curtiss, Charles Ruffin 163 N. Hurt St. 
Curtiss, Miss Minnie Merle 163 N. Hurt St. 
Curtiss, Mrs. Corinna B. 163 N. Hurt St. 
Curtiss, Edward B. 163 N. Hurt St. 


Whitehall & Tomlin 
Whitehall & Tomlin 
179 Stoddert St. 
Davis, Mrs. R. A. 179 Stoddert St. 
Davis, Rev. W. W. 179 Stoddert St. 
Dempster, Mrs. Lizzie Baird 
707 E. Chester St. 
E. Lexington Ave. 
E. Lexington Ave. 
Mobile, Ala. 
Memphis. 
Stoddert St. 
Stoddert St. 
Stoddert St. 


Daniels, Ed 
Daniels, L. A. 
Davis, Denver 


Diffle, C. H. 

Diffle, Mrs. Dolie 
Dodds, Milas J. 
Dodds,William A. 
Dougherty, A. N. 
Dougherty, Berry Ralph 
Dougherty, Mrs. May 
Dunn, Mrs. Ida 


Edwards, Mrs. Alice A. 
Edwards, Charles H. 
Edwards, Miss Cora B. 
Edwards, Ernest. 
Edwards, Miss Lorena 
Edwards, Miss Rebecca 
Emmons, Miss Della 303 Preston St. 
Emmons, Mrs. Fannie 303 Preston St. 
Emmons, Miss Lillian May 303 Preston St. 
Emmons, Miss Nellie Francis 

303 Preston St. 
Estes, Charles A. 422 E. Deaderick Ave. 
Estes, Mrs. Lulu A. 422 E. Deaderick Ave. 
Estes, Mrs. Nettie Country. 


Lee & Stoddert. 
Lee & Stoddert. 


317 Preston St. 
317 Preston St. 
Flack, Mrs. Susan E. 317 Preston St. 
Flack, Miss Viola 337 N. Cumberland St. 
Flack, Warner Moore 337 N. Cumberland St. 
Flemming, Mrs. Fannie 
Fletcher, Mrs. Ella 
Fletcher, J. L. 

Foster, Mrs. Agnes Briggs 


Flack, Miss Ethel 
Flack, Herman 


121 Taylor St. 
121 Taylor St. 
333 N. Royal St. 


Garrett, Charles W. Deupree St. 
Garrett, Miss Lettie May Stoddert St. 
Garrett, Miss Lettie C. Deupree St. 
Garrett, Mrs. S. F. L. Deupree St. 
Garrett, Thomas Warren Stoddert St. 
Garrett, William Deupree St. 
Garrett, Miss Wilora Deupree St. 


Glenn, Mrs. Velma Briggs 
Gordon, Mrs. Julia 


484 N. Royal St. 
423 N. Royal St. 


167 Hurt St. 


Grady, Mrs. Emma 
Gravitt, Mrs. Delia 
Gravitt, Mrs. Sarah 
Gray, Luther 

Grills, Mrs. Jennie 
Grimmitt, Mrs. Fannie 


Hall, Mrs. Cynthia W. 
Hall, Miss Inez 

Hall, J. B. 

Hall, M. J. 

Hamlet, George F. 
Hamlet, Mrs. Josie 
Hammerly, Flack 
Hancock, William C. 
Hanebuth, Mrs. Nina 
Harbison, James F. 
Harbison, Mrs. M. L. 
Harbison, Miss Mary 
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Gates & Lexington 


Deupree St. 
Deupree St. 


402 N. Royal St. 


Jackson St. 


149 Lee St. 

149 Lee St. 
Stokes, Tenn. 
Stokes, Tenn. 
E. Chester St. 
E. Chester St. 
N. Church St. 


N. Royal & Preston. 


Allen Ave. 
Allen Ave. 
Allen Ave. 


Harris, Mrs. Elizabeth J. 431 N. Hays Ave. 

Stonewall St. 
E. LaFayette St. 
E. LaFayette St. 
Henderson, Miss M. Elizabeth Deupree St. 


Heavener, Mrs. Cordella 
Heavener, Mrs. May Olive 
Heavener, Reuben H. 


Herron, J. J. 
Herron, Mrs. J. J. 


Hicks, Mrs. Maggie C. Hicksville. 
Hicks, W. A. Hicksville. 
Higgason, John T. Taylor St. 
Higgason, R. P. Enloe Ave. 
Holman, Robert H. 126 Taylor St. 
House, Mrs. Josephine N. Hays Ave. 
House, M. H. N. Hays Ave. 
Howell, Ed. E. Fairground St. 


Howell, Mrs. Mollie K. 
Hunter, Fannie 


Inman, Mrs. Elizabeth 
Inman, Mrs. Emma Stout 
Inman, Jesse 

Irwin, Mrs. Mattie 


Jackson, Mrs. Mary L. 
Johnsey, Mrs. Sarah Martha 
Johnsey, Mrs. Maude Vivian Pearcy 


N. Royal St. 
Johnsey, William N. Royal St. 
Johnson, Mrs. Cora S. Royal St. 
Johnson, Emmett S. Royal St. 
Johnson, Miss Myrtle S. Royal St. 
Johnson, Miss Polkie Extension St. 
Johnson, W. J. S. Royal St. 
Jones, Mrs. Laura Stonewall St. 
Jones, Mrs. Julius N. Hays Ave. 
Jones, Miss Lena Nora Stonewall St. 
Jones, Miss Callie N. Hays Ave. 
Kennedy, Mrs. Mattie Jackson St. 
Kennedy, Urban Frank Jackson St. 


Kent, Mrs. Christie 
Kent, John C. 

Kent, Mary L. 
Kinsey, John W. 
Kinsey, Mrs. Sarah A. 
Kirby, Annie Day 
Kirby, Edward D. 
Kirby, Mrs. Hettie A. 
Kirby, Lemuel A. 
Kirby, Rosa Belle 
Kirby, W. E. 

Klyce, Thomas I. 


ow 


Fairground St. 
Hudson, Mrs. Estelle Blackmon Mobile, Ala. 


553 N. Hays Ave. 
S. Market St. 


Stoddert St. 
N. Royal St. 


Deaderick & Stoddert. 
Carroll, Tenn. 
Carroll, Tenn. 

109 Stonewall St. 
109 Stonewall St. 
124 Stoddert St. 
124 Stoddert St. 
124 Stoddert St. 
124 Stoddert St. 
124 Stoddert St. 
137 Lee St. 
Stoddert St. 
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138 Stoddert St. 
Stoddert & Lexington 


Lane, Mrs. Dora 
Lane, William M. 
Lea, C. E. 

Lister, Harvey 
Long, Ernest 
Long, Mrs. Idella 
Long, James A. 


543 N. Hays Ave. 
Jackson St. 
Gleeson, Tenn. 
Gleeson, Tenn. 


Long, Livian Jackson St. 
Long, Mrs. Nancy Alice Jackson St. 
Lowry, James Hardy 
Lowry, Mrs. Minnie 
Lumsden, Mrs. Emma Gulfport. 


Malone, Mrs. Addie Alderson 
Cotton Grove Road. 
N. Hays Ave. 
Henderson, Tenn. 
129 Stoddert St. 
129 Stoddert St. 
Fulton, Ky. 
Fulton, Ky. 


Manly, Mrs. Eliza C. 
Marshall, Mrs. C. E. 
Mauldin, Mrs. Lucinda 
Mauldin, William A. 
Maxwell, John M. 
Maxwell, Mrs. Mary A. 
May, Mrs. Lochie 332 E. Deaderick Ave. 
May, Miss Maggie 332 E. Deaderick Ave. 
May, Miss Myrtle Lydia 

332 E. Deaderick Ave. 
McAlexander, Mrs. Mary A. 121 Taylor St. 
McBee, Mrs. Flora E. Deaderick & Gates 
McBee, Miss Mattie E. Deaderick & Gates. 
McCabe, Mrs. Sallie 285 King St. 
McCrary, Martha E. Lexington Ave. 
McCrary, P. G. E. Lexington Ave. 


McDougal, Mrs. Amanda C. Enloe Ave. 
McDougal, James Enloe Ave. 
McKinley, Mrs. Emma D. Gates Ave. 
McKinley, Miss Nina 

McKinley, William C. Memphis. 


McRea, Mrs. Maggie Alice 218 Stonewall St. 
Medlin, Mrs. Catherine 

436 E. Deaderick Ave. 
Medlin, Christopher California. 
Medlin, Isham 436 E. Deaderick Ave. 
Medlin, Miss Sallie C. 

436 E. Deaderick Ave. 


Midgett, Mrs. Katie N. Dancy St. 
Moody, Mrs. Gilmore Pearcy Taylor St. 
Moore, Mrs. Florence Cherry 

Moore, G. M. Country. 
Moore, Mrs. N. B. Country. 
Mullins, James W. N. Hays Ave. 
Mullins, Mrs. Lucy Jane N. Hays Ave. 
Mullins, Mrs. Mary C. Gibson County. 
Mullins, R. D. Gibson County. 
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Murphra, Miss Nancy 157 E. Lexington Ave. 


Myers, Mrs. Victoria E. Walsh St. 
Myers, William A. Walsh St. 
Myers, William A., Jr. Walsh St. 


Neff, Mrs. Ida V. 
Neff, Mrs. Lelia Newman Hays & Deaderick 


Nelson, Mrs. Ada 174 Gas St. 
Nelson, Mrs. Effie 174 Gas St. 
], Miss Jeffie 226 Oak Ave. 


Newman, DeWitt C. 
Newman, Mrs. Olivia 
Newman, Mrs. Zetta M. 
Newsom, Mrs. Bettie 
Newsom, Miss Gracie 
Newsom, Miss Suella Mai 
Nichols, Coke W. 
Nichols, Miss Fannie M. 
Nichols, Miss Fannie 
Nichols, J. T. 

Nichols, John G. 
Nichols, Mrs. Mary J. 
Nichols, Mrs. Mary T. 
Nichols, Mrs. Mittie 
Norwood, Mrs. Belle M. 


524 N. Hays Ave. 
Hays & Deaderick 
524 N. Hays Ave. 
478 N. Royal St. 
478 N. Royal St. 
478 N. Royal St. 
129 Lee St. 

129 Stoddert St. 
126 Walsh St. 
122 Walsh St. 
126 Walsh St. 
129 Lee St. 

126 Walsh St. 
122 Walsh St. 
129 Gates Ave. 


Ogden, Mrs. Edna Paducah, Ky. 
Owens, Mrs. Martha N. Hays Ave. 
Parham, Mrs. Grace Heavner_  N. Hays Ave. 
Parham, J. Luther N. Hays Ave. 
Pearcey, Edward G. Country. 
Pearcey, Mrs. Mae N. Royal St. 
Pearcey, Miss Matti Country. 


304 Stonewall St. 
304 Stonewall St. 
Stoddert St. 


Phillips, Josephine 
Phillips, W. M. 
Pitman, Mrs. Jimmie L. 


Pope, Mrs. Annie R. N. Hays Ave. 
Pope, Lawrence U. N. Hays Ave. 
Pope, Miss Willie N. Hays Ave. 
Potts, Mrs. Mattie W. Jackson St. 
Potts, Tosca Jackson St. 
Potts, W. W. Jackson St. 


Pritchett, Miss Lelia Spring Creek Road. 
Pritchett, Mrs. Mary E. Spring Creek Road. 
Pritchett, Robert A. Spring Creek Road. 


Reavis, Mrs. Alice A. 
Reavis, Miss Emma Lorena 
Reavis, Mrs. Fannie 
Reavis, Mrs. Lizzie Reavis Alley. 
Reavis, Robert A. 448 N. Hays Ave. 
Richardson, Mrs. Maude Collins 


Whitehall Ave. 


448 N. Hays Ave. 


Roark, Mrs. Georgia E. 


Paducah, Ky. 
412 N. Hays Ave. 


Roark, Mrs. Minnie McBee 
117 W. Deaderick Ave. 


Robinson, Mrs. Harry 
Rodgers, Elizabeth 
Rodgers, Mrs. Mattie 
Rodgers, Mattie L. 
Rodgers, W. H. 
Rogers, Miss Addie 
Rogers, Mrs. C. A. 
Rogers, Miss Ella 
Rogers, Mrs. Elva 
Rogers, Miss Emma F. 
Rogers, James 
Rogers, Miss Mai 
Rollins, Miss Bessie 
Rook, Mrs. A. E. 
Rooks, J. D. 

Rooks, Mrs. Mary C. 
Rose, J. G. 

Rose, R. D. 

Rose, W. R. 

Rose, Mrs. W. R. 


Rush, Mrs. Ethel Clayton 
Rush, Jacob Wightman, Jr. 


Rush, James A. 
Rush, James Buckley 
Rush, Lee 

Rush, Mrs. Lochie S. 
Rush, Mrs. Susan C. 
Rush, William H. 
Russell, Charlie 
Russell, J. Myler 
Russell, Layton A. 
Russell, Miss Martha 
Russell, Mrs. Willie 
Russell, Yancey M. 


Scott] Mis. Gall: 
Scott, Mrs. Mary E. 
Scott, Mrs. Ruby T. 
Scottalicgs: 

Sellars, J. R. 
Sellars, Miss Ruby 
Shepard, Mrs. M. B. 
Simus, Mrs. W. P. 
Smith, Miss Julia 
Snow, Holley 
Snow, Mrs. Sarah F. 


Extension St. 


237 Oak Ave. 
Deupree St. 
Deupree St. 
Jackson St. 

237 Oak Ave. 
Deupree St. 
Deupree St. 
N. Royal St. 

Tomlin Addition. 
Easton Ave. 
Easton Ave. 

Spring Creek Road. 
Spring Creek Road. 
Spring Creek Road. 
Spring Creek Road. 
Bemis. 
Preston St. 
338 Deaderick Ave. 
Fulton, Ky. 

Hays Ave. 

412 N. Hays Ave. 
Preston St. 

338 Deaderick Ave. 
132 Stoddert St. 
Birmingham, Ala. 
Humboldt. 

132 Stoddert St. 
Birmingham, Ala. 
132 Stoddert St. 


Mississippi. 
Jackson St. 
Country. 
Mississippi. 

139 Jackson St. 

139 Jackson St. 
Main & Cumberland 
113 Johnson St. 
Illinois. 


250 Market St., Memphis. 
311 E. Deaderick Ave. 


Stack, Mrs. Nannie Young 


Stem, Lizzie 
Stem, Mrs. S. R. 
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Stem, Virginia 
Stephens, Mrs. Julia L. 
Stewart, Mrs. Mary C. 
Still, Mrs. Lulu B. 
Stout, Mrs. Fannie 
Stout, Joe 

Stout, John 

Surratt, Miss Margaret 


Tatman, Mrs. Josephine 
Taylor, Cornelius V. 
Taylor, Eugene H. 
Taylor, Mrs. Fannie Belle 
Taylor, Holly A. 

Taylor, J. Frank 

Taylor, Mrs. Joe Ella 


Taylor, Lawrence College St. 
Taylor, M. Henry 373 N. Royal St. 
Taylor, Mrs. Mary Emma N. Hays Ave. 
Taylor, Miss Minnie Lee N. Hays Ave. 
Taylor, Thomas I. 421 E. LaFayette St. 
Taylor, Will A. N. Hays Ave. 
Taylor, Wyatt A. N. Hays Ave. 
Teague, Mrs. Ada Gates Ave. 
Teague, Edward C. Humboldt, Tenn. 
Teague, Mrs. Mary A. Gates Ave. 
Teague, Miss Mollie 132 Stoddert St. 
Teague, Richard M. Gates Ave. 
Thomas, David Ira N. Hays Ave. 
Thomas, Miss Ethel N. Hays Ave. 
Thomas, Mrs. Lou A. N. Hays Ave. 
Thompson, F. M. Deupree St. 


Tinder, Mrs. Mabel 


Tinkle, Mrs. Elizabeth Spring Creek Road. 


Hays Ave. 
437 N. Hays Ave. 


Sycamore St. 

553 N. Hays Ave. 
553 N. Hays Ave. 
Lexington Ave. 
Deupree St. 


E. LaFayette St. 
E. LaFayette St. 
N. Hays Ave. 
N. Hays Ave. 
N. Liberty St. 
N. Liberty St. 


Tinkle, William T. 
Traylor, Mrs. Ruth 
Tucker, Mrs. Ida Corlin 


Spring Creek Road. 
E. College St. 
Prince Edward St. 


Venderver, Mrs. Deletta Pearcy 


Claybrook Road 
Wallace, J. W. Shelby St. 
Wallace, Miss Jennie Belle Shelby St. 
Wallace, Mrs. M. J. 304 Stonewall St. 
Wallace, Robert Shelby St. 


Watson, Miss Julia 
Watson, Mrs. Lulu 
Watson, Neal 
Watson, Mrs. Sallie Belle 
Spring Creek Road. 
Preston St. 
Spring Creek Road. 
Spring Creek Road. 
Princeton, Ky. 


Diamond Addition. 
Spring Creek Road. 


Webb, Mrs. Viola 
Wheeler, James W. 
Wheeler, Lucian R. 
Whitaker, W. B. 
Whitlow, Mrs. L. M. 
Whitlow, T. L. 
Williams, Mrs. Bessie 
Williams, Horace G. 
Williams, Miss Jennie 
Williams, Mrs. Katie Smith 
Williams, W. H. 
Williamson, Mrs. Martha V. 
302 E. Deaderick Ave. 


511 E. Main St. 
309 Preston St. 
309 Preston St. 
309 Preston St. 


M. & O. R. R. 


Yancey, Mrs. Isabella 
Yancey, Miss Mary 


518 Hays Ave. 
518 Hays Ave. 


Zarico, Mrs. Ethel Bass Shelby St. 


In the period between 1904 and 1920, Hays Avenue Church had seven 


ministers. 


They were William Watson Adams, Louis D. Hamilton, William C. 


Waters, William Willard Armstrong, Samuel Lewis Jewell, William Albert 


Russell, and John Watson Waters. 
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William Watson Adams Louis D. Hamilton 


William Watson Adams 


William Watson Adams was born near Lexington, Tennessee, on September 
21, 1861, the son of a Methodist minister. He entered the Methodist ministry at 
the session of the Memphis Annual Conference held in Memphis in November, 
1884, on the same day that his father, the Reverend S. B. Adams, retired. In 
1887, he married Miss Marie Witt, the daughter of a minister in the Memphis 
Conference, the Reverend J. H. Witt. 


His pastorates included the churches at Mayfield, Dyersburg, Brownsville, 
and Union City before coming to Hays Avenue. He later served Chelsea 
Avenue, Union Avenue, Trinity, Harris Memorial and Springdale Churches in 
Memphis. He was Presiding Elder of the Lexington District for three years and 
of the Paris District for two years. 


In retirement he moved to Springfield, Missouri, to live near his son. He 
died at Webb City, Missouri, on August 25, 1943. 


Louis D. Hamilton 


The Reverend Louis D. Hamilton, the son of a Methodist minister, came to 
Hays Avenue in 1910, for a stay of three years as the minister of the church. 
He was born July 30, 1862, in Paris, Tennessee. Hamilton attended Union 
University and Vanderbilt Law School. He practiced law in Dyersburg, 
Tennessee, for ten years before entering the ministry. In addition to some of 
the leading churches in the Conference, he served as Presiding Elder for 
twelve years. His last appointment was to Ridgely Station in the Dyersburg 
District. Louis D. Hamilton died on July 23, 1932. His body was taken to 
Dyersburg for services in the church there. 


During Hamilton’s tenure at Hays Avenue Church, we read of a wedding 
held in the church’s parsonage: 
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BLACKMON - McCANN. 


At half after seven o’clock Sunday evening a quiet wedding was 
solemnized at the parsonage of the Hays Avenue Methodist 
Church in which the contracting parties were Miss Kate McCann 
and Mr. Cleveland Blackmon. Rev. L. D. Hamilton, pastor of the 
church, officiating. 


The bride, who came in on the arm of the groom, wore a beautiful 
white embroidered tissue with hat, gloves and shoes in harmony 
and carried a bouquet of bride roses, and never looked more 
beautiful than when plighting her troth to the man of her 
choice. 


The marriage itself was quite a pretty one, a group of near 
friends and relatives relieving it of the too serious appearance of 
a marriage at which only the contracting parties and the 
necessary witnesses are present. 


After the ceremony the young couple repaired at once to the 
residence of Mrs. Cursey, 524 East Chester street, where they will 
be at home to their friends. 


The bride is the attractive and popular daughter of Mr. and Mr. W. 
H. McCann, 165 Stoddert street, who has for the past two years 
been a saleslady for Rosenbloom Bros. 


The groom is a rising young machinist in the M & O shops, and 


the young people have the best wishes of a large circle of friends 
for their future health, happiness and prosperity. 
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The Churches of Jackson in 1910, the pastors appointed that year, and their 
membership: 


G. W. Wilson, Presiding Elder 


First Church W. F. Hamner 730 
Hays Avenue Church W. G. Hefley 452 
Campbell Street Church M. F. Leake 214 
Middle Avenue Church 7 LOVE 215 
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William C. Waters 


William C. Waters was born in Calloway County, Kentucky, on January 8, 
1858, and lived almost ninety-nine years. He spent only one of those years as 
the minister of Hays Avenue Church. He taught school for a short while 
before entering the ministry. 


He served as Presiding Elder for four years on the Union City District and 
for four years on the Dyersburg District. After his retirement he lived in 
Martin, Tennessee. On August 12, 1956, he died in Atlanta, Georgia, where a 
daughter and a son lived. He was buried in Murray, Kentucky. 
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William Willard Armstrong 


The Reverend William Willard Armstrong came to Hays Avenue Church in 
1911 forastay of two years. Born in Calloway County, Kentucky, May 3, 1867, 
he attended McFerrin School at Martin, Tennessee, before entering the 
ministry. His first circuit, which he traveled on horseback, was the 
Tiptonville Circuit with six churches. His salary was $325 per year. He also 
served Harris Memorial and Galloway Memorial Churches in Memphis, and 
served as Superintendent of the Union City District and Dyersburg District. He 
was elected to represent the Memphis Conference at General Conferences a 
number of times. After retirement in 1937, he made his home at 581 Ellsworth 


in Memphis, where he died February 28, 1958. He was buried in Memorial Park 
Cemetery in Memphis. 


Samuel Lewis Jewell 


Samuel Lewis Jewell was appointed to Hays Avenue Church in 1913, where 
he ministered for three years. He was born in Hickman County, Kentucky, on 
May 20, 1860. His father died when Samuel was seventeen, and he taught 
school for six years to support his family before entering the ministry. He was 
admitted into the Memphis Annual Conference in 1884. He served twenty-two 
different circuits and churches during his forty-five years of active ministry 
and retired in 1929. After his wife died in 1937, he lived with his son in 
Evanston, Illinois. He died on January 25, 1959, ninety-eight years, six months 
and five days old. He was buried in Memorial Park Cemetery in Evanston. 
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William Albert Russell 


William Albert Russell was appointed to Hays Avenue Church in 1916 and 
was minister there for two years. He was born near Dyer in Gibson County, 
Tennessee, on July 21, 1864. He entered the ministry in 1885. Among the 
eighteen different churches and circuits that he served, three of them were in 
Jackson. He was minister at Campbell Street twice, and at Middle Avenue and 
Hays Avenue Churches. He also served two churches in Memphis: Epworth and 
Trinity. He served one church outside the Memphis Conference - First Church 
in Shawnee, Oklahoma. Following his two years at Hays Avenue, he was 
appointed to the church at Fulton, Kentucky. He died there on January 13, 
1919, fifty-four years of age. He was buried in Lexington, Kentucky. 


John Watson Waters 


John Watson Waters was sixty-five years old when he came to Hays Avenue, 
and he was minister of the church for two years. He was born in Calloway 
County, Kentucky, on October 20, 1853. His younger brother, William C. Waters, 
served Hays Avenue Church a few years earlier, 1910-11. J. W. Waters served a 
number of circuits and the churches at Hickman, Huntingdon, Southeast 
Paducah, Clinton, Paris, Ripley and Fulton before Hays Avenue. He was 
appointed to Galloway Memorial in Memphis in 1920, to Murray in 1921, to 
Obion in 1924, and retired in 1928 at the age of seventy-five. After retirement, 
he lived in Ripley, Tennessee, where he taught the Warner Moore Bible Class 
every Sunday. He died on January 12, 1941, in Ripley, Tennessee. 
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In April of 1917, President Woodrow Wilson sent the necessary messages to 
Congress, and war by the United States was declared. This is the conflict that 
we now call the First World War. At the end of the war, The Jackson Sun stated 
that 42 young men from Hays Avenue Church served in the war. We have 
found the names of eighteen of them. 


NAME BRANCH OF SERVICE 
COMPANY, REGIMENT, STATE 


Cantlon, Adam Battery E, 115th F. A., Camp Sevier, Greenville, S. C. 
Dennison, Chas. B. Co. A, 318 th M. C. B., Camp Jackson, Columbia, S. C. 

Galloway, J. Carl Co. B. 114th M. G. B., Camp Sevier, Greenville, S. C. 

Jeffries, J. B. Co. M. 8th Infantry, Camp Fremont, San Francisco, Cal. 
Myers, William M. 74th Co. 6th Reg., U. S. M. C., American Expeditionary Forces 
Nichols, Earl Battery D. 114th Reg., Camp Sevier, Greenville, S. C. 

Russell, Graper H. Hdgqs. Co. 114th F. A., Camp Sevier, Greenville, S. C. 

Stricklin, Floyd C. Battery E. 115th F. A., Camp Sevier, Greenville, S. C. 

Tinkle, Harry H. Battery E. 115th F. A., Camp Sevier, Greenville, S. C. 


Taylor, William S. Q, M. C. Casual Detachment 
Fort Sam Houston, San Antonio, Texas 


Jewell, William R. Educational Sect., Y. M. C. A., Greenville, S. C. 

Snow, F. J. 1st Lieutenant 35th Co., American Ex. Forces, Cf. P. M. N. Y. 
Stout, Joe American Ex. Forces, Mail Service Cf. P. M. N. Y. 

Enochs, William N. Y. Naval Station, Cf. P. M. N. Y. 


Jones, Corp. Atlas T. 34th Co. 9 Tr. Batt., 156 Depot Brigade 
Camp Jackson, Columbia, S. C. 


Duncan, William B. 768 Aerial Squadron, Fairfield, Ohio 
Reavis, Ear] L. 
Jackson, Albert N. 
Graper H. Russell was the son of the Reverend W. A. Russell, and was 
stationed in France at the time of his father’s death in 1919. William Redd 


Jewell was the son of the Reverend Samuel Lewis Jewell, the pastor of Hays 
Avenue Church shortly before the beginning of the war. 
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A Service Flag was kept at the church with a star representing each of the 
men from the church was was away at war. In the year after the end of the 


conflict, there was a special service at the church. The Jackson Sun reported 
it. 


Demobilization Of Service Flag 


The demobilization of the service flag last evening at the Hays 
Avenue Methodist church was a great occasion, and was a 
beautiful service and the program was carried out in every detail 
to perfection. There were forty-two names on the honor roll and 
as the name of each boy was called a large chrysanthemum was 
pinned on the star in the flag that represented his name. This 
was done until the service flag became a perfect bed of flowers. 
Three of the boys had paid the supreme sacrifice and were 
represented on the flag by three golden stars and the name of 
each was called three times, and then a golden chrysanthemum 
was pinned on the golden star; and it was appropriate that Mrs. 
Rush sang “There Is No Death.” 


One of the greatest things on the program was a quartette, 
“Chimes,” and the fact that it was composed by a lady of Hays 
Avenue church gave added interest to it. It was a veritable poem 
and literary in the highest degree. 


“Each of the Boys Won the War,” was a reading given by Mrs. 
Merwin and was highly appreciated. Dr. J. A. Blackmon gave the 
address; it was a gem of pure English, and nothing could have 
been more appropriate on an occasion like this. Miss Mary 
Sanders gave a beautiful reading that was enjoyed, after which 
the “Star Spangled Banner” was sung and then everybody wanted 
to shake hands with the boys who stood for them so nobly in the 
service of our country. 


On February 16, 1919, Hays Avenue M. E. Church, South, celebrated its 50th 
anniversary. It was a celebration that lasted all day. It began with Sunday 
School at 9:30 a.m. There was the regular morning service at 11:00 a.m., an 
afternoon service at 3 p.m., the Epworth League Meeting at 6:30 p.m., and the 
Evening Service at 7:30 p.m. Invitations were sent out to former members and 
friends: 
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1869 (SMe 


This is Your Special Invitation 


to be present at 


Hays Avenue M. E. Church 


Sunday, February sixteenth, third Sunday, 
this being the 
Fiftieth Anniversary. 
Be present at 9:30 a.m., that you may be one of 


six hundred in Sunday School. 


This was the program for the day: 


Sunday School 
9:30 A. M. 


Opening Song by School. 

Prayer. 

Roll Call of Officers and Teachers. 
Study Period. 

Song, by Junior Choir 

Reading: “Home,” by Mrs. L. C. Merwin. 
Short Talks by Visiting Pastors. 
Reports. 

Benediction. 
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MORNING SERVICE 
11:00 o’clock 


Organ Voluntary. 

Hymn No. 210: “Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken.” 

Apostles Creed. 

Peay er: 

Special Music. 

Responsive Reading. 

Gloria. 

Lesson from New Testament. 

Offertory. 

History of Hays Avenue Church, by Mrs. Ed Alexander (the only living 
charter member). 

Hymn 208: “I Love Thy Kingdom, Lord.” 

Sermon, Rev. W. C. Sellers. 

Administration of the Lord’s Supper. 

Hymn 234: “According to Thy Gracious Word.” 

Benediction. 

Postlude. 


AFTERNOON SERVICE 
3:00 o’clock. 


Prayer and Praise Service, conducted by Rev. W. A. Freeman. 
Reminiscences by Former Pastors. 


EPWORTH LEAGUE 
6:30 o’clock 


A-T. Jones, Leader 
Subject: Our Relation to God. 
Sub-Topics discussed in 3-minute talks by Leaguers. 


EVENING SERVICE 
7:30 o’clock 


Organ Voluntary. 

Hymn No. 180: “All Hail the Power of Jesus’s Name.” 
Prayer. 

Special Music. 

Scripture Lesson. 

Offertory. 

Violin Solo, by Miss Brown of the Women’s College. 
Sermon, by Rev. S. L. Jewell. 

Doxology. 

Benediction. 
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The Churches of Jackson in 1920, the pastors appointed that year, and their 
membership: 


H. M. Walker, Presiding Elder 


Campbell Street Church W. F. Blackard 338 
First Church C. A. Waterfield 1043 
Hays Avenue J. W. Blackard 545 
Trinity A. N. Goforth 410 
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The 1920s. 


The Work of the Board of Stewards 


Let the stewards be persons of solid piety, who both know and 
love the Methodist doctrine and discipline, and of good natural 
and acquired abilities to transact the temporal business of the 


church. (From the Discipline.) 15 


The Discipline gives the Board of Stewards the responsibility for the 
business of the church. The stewards set the budget each year. They were 
responsible for collecting the money for the budget. They were the overseers 
of the church property, taking responsibility for needed repairs to both the 
church and parsonage. It was their concern that the church have an 
efficient staff, and they supervised the work of that staff. 


At each meeting, a report was made on the financial standing of the 
church. At that time the names of the membership were divided among the 
stewards, and the stewards were responsible for collecting money from the 
members to run the church. If the church was behind on its needs, the 
members of the Board of Stewards were encouraged to go out “and work each 
member on their list to try and raise the amount behind.” 


These were the stewards of Hays Avenue Methodist Church in 1921-22: 


J. W. Blackard, Pastor Mrs. J. E. Luton 

M. H. Taylor, Chm. J. L. Parham 

EC: Bass, Treasurer J. T. Phillips 
RuCxGarnell, Sect’y O. T. Russell 

J. W. Cherry J. H. Stevens 

W. H. Drummond Mrs. Lawrence Taylor 
S. B. Enochs Mrs. C. B. Wilson 

R. M. Fisher W. A. Taylor 

A. T. Jones W. O. Wyatt 

Matt Hill Ev DaTerry 


In the matter of seeing after the property, sometimes there were big 
projects that took their attention. In 1926, the Board concerned itself about 
ventilation in the church and the installation of ceiling fans. (All quotes are 
from the Minutes of the Board of Stewards.) 


(March 9, 1926) Report from the repair committee as to range in 
prices of ceiling fans which prices run from $50 to $55 for S’ 
fans, not including installation. A motion by H. E. Pontius, 


15 The Doctrines and Discipline of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, 
(Publishing House of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, Nashville, 1934.) 
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seconded by A. L. Wilson carried, that ceiling fans be purchased 
for the auditorium. 


(March 23, 1926) First business of the meeting was a report of the 
repair committee: Stating that the approximate cost of 
ventilating the auditorium would be $10.00. Mr. Stratton made a 
motion which was approved that the Repair Committee be ordered 
to install windows for ventilation. 


(April 20, 1926) Motion was made and approved that a committee 
be appointed to raise the money, purchase and install electric 
fans. This committee being composed of Mr. J. T. Phillips, Mr. 
Parham and Mr. Reid Weaver. 


(June 22, 1926) W. H. Drummond made verbal report for repair 


committee - 
Money collected $217.50 
Cost of five fans 169.00 
Freight on same 4.70 
Installation of fans 25.20 
Balance on hand $18.60 


On motion the fan committee was voted the thanks of the Board. 


(July 21, 1926) A report from the “fan committee” was made by J. 
T. Phillips, which was received and on motion the fan committee 
was instructed to purchase an oscillating fan to accommodate the 
choir. 


In 1927, the Stewards busied themselves with repairs to the Stained Glass 
Windows. 


(April 19, 1927) Art window repair man attended the meeting, 
and offered to repair all windows in a satisfactory manner for 
$125.00. A motion was made that the trustees be instructed to 
investigate and inspect the work being done on windows at 
Second Baptist Church. And which was followed by another 
motion that the Board authorize the repairing of church 
windows. 


(May 24, 1927) The window repair committee reported that all art 
windows had been satisfactorily repaired and bill paid, which 
report was approved by the board. 


The Board “approved that concrete steps be built at south entrance of 
church - same to replace wooden steps, and cost not to exceed $13.00.” (August 
Te ABS AT.) 


In the same year, they had the church painted inside and out. 
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(September 20, 1927) Mr. Parham reported that painting of 
church would be started the week of Sept. 25-27. 


(October 24,1927) Mr. Parham, chairman of redecorating Comm. 
reported that all outside painting had been completed and paid 
for, and that the interior would be started as soon as plaster was 
repaired. 


(March 20, 1928) After Mr. Parham reported for the Comm. on 
decoration a motion was made and approved by the Board that 
remainder of the auditorium interior be redecorated, including 
the pews, floor, and organ, the same to be cared for with 
borrowed money if necessary. 


A motion was approved that the lower Sunday School rooms that 
are redecorated must conform in color to the main auditorium, 
and that all inside windows be frosted. 


(Called Meeting, Apr. 4, 1928) The object of the called meeting 
was to settle a controversy in the decorating comm. as to the color 
of organ and choir railing. This committee being composed of J. 
L. Parham, J. R. Lasley, J. W. Cherry, Mrs. Gilliken and Mrs. 
Henry. Mr. Enochs made a motion which was approved that the 
decision as to the color of organ and railing be left to the 
decorating Committee. 


(April 24, 1928) Mr. Parham reported that all redecorating of the 
auditorium was completed. The same paid for and a small balance 
over. 


Some of the business of general up-keep of the church was of a smaller 
scale: 


(June 20, 1922) It was brought to the attention of the board that 
the electric wiring has been worked on by some unauthorized 
person and a motion carried that the Pastor be appointed as a 
committee to notify either publicly or privately and request that 
no wiring be changed without the authority of Chairman of 
board of Trustees. 


(November 20, 1923) Carried that Mr. Enochs be appointed to 
furnish wine for Sacramental services so long as his supply now 
on hand may last. 


(March 9, 1926) Motion approved that Mr. Stratton be reimbursed 
$1.00 for purchase of rubber bulb for flush tank. 


(April- 19, 1927) A. committee-of two.- A) T. Jones*and W.:H: 
Drummond were appointed by board to investigate and have 
stopped if possible, the disturbance caused by barking dogs in the 
immediate vicinity of the church. 
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There were two committees during the 1920s who almost always had some 
report to make. One was the Music Committee. The other was the Janitor 
Committee. 


We see that there was discussion in 1922 about the installation of a new 
electric motor for the organ. The motor was a project of the Woman’s 
Missionary Society. 


In 1925, “an open discussion was held as to the employing of a ‘paid singer.’ 
General opinion as expressed was not in favor.” 


Twelve new chairs were bought for the choir in 1927. They cost $2.00 each 
- “same to be purchased by E. C. Bass & Music Comm.” (April 19, 1927) 


(December 20, 1927) Mrs. C. B. Wilson reported that the organ had 
been re-tuned, and a dent straightened in one of the pipes. 


The business of the Janitor Committee was a continual thing. It will be 
recalled that in the oldest Minutes of the Board that are still available, the 
Janitor Committee was reporting its work: 


(December 23, 1878) Br. H. L. Williamson reported that he had 
secured the service of a Col. man for sexton at the rate of fifty 
dollars a year. The man to be responsible for any damage that 
may occur to lamps or chimneys through his carelessness. 


These are some of the reports from the 1920s: 


(May 20, 1924) Motion carried to have amount of $2.10 paid for 
hauling cinders deducted from the Janitor’s wages. 


(July 22, 1924) Motion carried that the Treas. be instructed to let 
the Janitor go and make arrangements with Mr. Hight to said 
place provided he will do the work for $1.50 per week. 


(January 19,1926) Janitor committee reported that a new janitor, 

Edmon Oniel, had been hired to succeed Elbert Hendrix, but owing 

to Oniel falling into one of church window pits and breaking his 

ae Hendrix was left on the job until he was able to take up the 
uties. 


On November 19, 1926, the janitor’s pay was set at $9.00 per week from Dec. 
1, 1926, to May 1, 1927, and $7.00 per week from May 1, 1927, to Nov. 1, 1927. The 
next year, he got a raise: 


(March 19, 1929) The first business of the meeting was to set the 
janitor’s salary at $8.00 per week from Apr. Ist to Oct. 1st, balance 
of year to be $10.00 per week. 


On June 3, 1930, we see that the Janitor’s salary has been increased 50¢ per 


week, and “that he is expected to keep the church lawn & back yard of 
parsonage.” 
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The area behind the church concerned the Board of Stewards through the 
1920s. In part of the decade, the area was used for tennis courts: 


(August 19, 1924) Motion carried to appoint committee, viz., J. W. 
Cherry, Ed Bass, E. A. Williams, to put up wire screens over 
windows in the rear of the church to protect them from being 
broken by the boys playing on Tennis Court. 


(April 21, 1925) Motion that the young people of Hays Ave. be 
notified by the Pastor that they can use the lot in rear of the 
church for Tennis Court only. No Base Ball allowed. 


(May 19, 1925) Motion carried that the board pay 1/2 of expense 
of existing Tennis Court provided that said expense does not 
exceed $10.00. 


The pastor, the Reverend P. D. T. Roberts, had another use in mind for the 
space behind the church: 


(May 21, 1923) Motion carried that it is the sense of this board to 
accept the plans for the Pastor to build auditorium in the rear of 
the church. That such building is badly needed and should be 
erected. J. L. Parham was appointed as committee of one to act in 
conjunction with concerned Bible classes. 


(June 26, 1923) J. L. Parham, Chairman of Auditorium committee 
reports progress but plans having been changed somewhat. A 
more definite one will be made at the next meeting. 


The board of Stewards met in Call session Monday nite Nov. 12/23. 
After prayer by the Pastor the following Motion, duly seconded 
was passed - a recommendation to the Trustees for their 
consideration that the house on Taylor St. be offered for sale at 
$1750. and the proceeds therefrom supplemented by sufficient 
funds to be collected be used to erect building on vacant lot in 
rear of church that will adequately meet the future needs of the 
Church. 


(March 25, 1924) Motion carried that the matter of covering the 
church and the building of a community hall commensurate of 
the needs of the community on the Taylor St. lot be referred to 
the Trustees. 


(July 9, 1924) After some discussion as to plans, ways and means 
regarding the new building in the rear of the church . 


The pastor who had been pushing the Auditorium project, the Rev. P. D. T. 
Roberts, died on November 20, 1924. The new pastor, the Reverend Thomas G. 
Lowry, must not have been particularly interested in the Auditorium project. 
It was soon dropped. Lowry was the minister at Hays Avenue for only one 
year. The next minister, the Rev. J. M. Pickens, would be involved in building, 
but before he could do that, there was the matter of an old debt. There were 
two notes, one for $500 and the other for $551.50. 
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An article written for The Jackson Sun by T. R. Lasley, a later 
Superintendent of the Sunday School, explained how the debt was paid. The 
long article featured a picture of the Hays Avenue Church and portraits of the 
pastor, J. M. Pickens, and of Mrs. Julia Alexander, the only surviving person 
who signed the original Charter forming the church. The occasion for the 
celebration was the fifty-eighth anniversary of the church. 


Early in 1927, the pastor visited the Ladies Missionary Society to 
talk to them about the notes that were held against the church, 
thinking that they might be able to raise a $100 or so toward 
paying it off. Instead, they agreed to raise the money to pay the 
whole $500 note. 


After a few preliminary arrangements when team captains were 
named, a general meeting of the men of the church was called on 
the night of February 22,. . . and Dr. Pickens outlined the 
situation to them, explaining that the ladies of the church had 
proposed to pay the $500 note. It was pointed out to them that 
there was another note of $551.50 due the following June, and 
also that the church building was badly in need of repair, and 
that he believed the men of the church could pay this note and 
also contribute necessary funds with which to repair and 
redecorate the building, since the ladies had shouldered such a 
large portion of the church debt. 


Cash and subscriptions were then solicited and while there were 
only about thirty-five men present, nearly eight hundred dollars 
in cash and pledges were secured in just a few minutes. In order 
to reach the goal for which they sought, a campaign was then 
launched to solicit cash and pledges from other members of the 
church, the names being distributed among those present. Paul 
M. Wilson was made generalissimo of this campaign, and handled 
it in a splendid manner. In less than thirty days the note was 
paid with a nice balance left in the treasury. 


The church was no longer in debt. They could now make plans for building 
to accommodate the ever-growing congregation and Sunday School. 


(May 22, 1928) Rev. Pickens, J. L. Parham and E. C. Bass were 
appointed on a committee to make preliminary plans for Sunday 
School annex. 


(June 19, 1928) The Sunday School ‘Annex Comm.’ reported and 
submitted plans, with an approximate cost of $3800 to construct. 
(Motion approved to submit plans to Quarterly Conference.) 


At the called session of the Quarterly Conference, July 4, 1928, a resolution 
was introduced to borrow $5000.00 with which to build a Sunday School Annex 
to the church. “Upon motion duly made and seconded said resolution was 
unanimously adopted and ordered spread upon the minutes of this meeting.” 


(July 24, 1928) After Mr. Bass informed the Board that the 
Quarterly Conference had approved the building of the Sunday 
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School Annex, Rev. Pickens made a motion, which was approved, 
that the Chairman appoint Finance and Building Committees for 
the new annex - Finance Comm. as follows - C. E. Davis, Chairman, 
T. R. Lasley, J. T. Phillips, Mrs. Lawrence Taylor and Mrs. J. E. 
Luton. Building Comm. - W. H. Drummond, Chairman, J. W. Cherry 
and J. L. Parham. 


(October 23, 1928) A motion was made by H. E. Pontius to rescind 
the ‘S.S. Annex plan,’ which fails to provide suitable heating and 
toilet facilities, and to draw other plans providing these facilities. 


On August 20, 1929, the building committee for the Sunday School Annex 
reported that the building had been completed at a cost of $5635.70. The annex 
was a One story building, attached to the back of the original Sunday School 
area. 


Hays Avenue Church had four ministers during the decade between 1920 


and 1930. They were James Washington Blackard, Pittman D. T. Roberts, 
Thomas G. Lowry, and John Matthew Pickens. 
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James Washington Blackard 


James Washington Blackard, A. B., D. D., was the pastor at Hays Avenue 
Church for two years, beginning in 1920. He was born in Madison County, 
Tennessee, near Jackson, on February 8, 1857. He graduated from Union 
University in 1882 with the A. B. degree. The Doctor of Divinity degree was 
bestowed upon him by Young Harris College in 1900. 


He served Central (later St. John’s) and 
Union Avenue Churches in Memphis, and he 
served First Church in Dyersburg, as well as 
Hays Avenue. He was Presiding Elder of the 
Jackson, Paducah, Brownsville and Paris 
Districts. He represented the Memphis 
Annual Conterence at “the General 
Conferences of 1910 and 1930. He was 
appointed by the College of Bishops as 
delegate to the Ecumenical Conferences of the 
various branches of Methodist Churches in 
1901 and 1931. He was a member of the 
General Board of Education for the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, South, from 1910 to 1914, 
and a member of the church’s General Board 
of Church Extension from 1930 to 1934. 


James W. Blackard wrote his life story, 
called Memories of a Methodist Itinerant, or 
Life Story of J. W. Blackard, A Recital of the 
Memories of Childhood of School Days, and of 
Forty eight Years in the Itinerancy, as Circuit 
Rider, Station Preacher, Presiding Elder, etc. Reciting Accidents, Incidents 
and Experiences, some Ludicrous, some Pathetic and Many Commonplace. In 
those typewritten pages, he wrote about each one of his appointments. He 
wrote this about Hays Avenue: 


At the 1920 conference the cabinet was of the Archaic, closely 
sealed type, which is sadly out of harmony with the spirit of the 
age, and a breeder of much discontent. I am wholeheartedly for 
the open cabinet. During all the years that I was a presiding 
elder, regardless of what the bishop and other elders did I talked 
freely with the preachers in my District and encouraged them to 
talk to me about their needs and desires and tried to make them 
feel that I was not a lordling to give orders to them but a 
sympathetic brother who was trying to do the best I could for 
them and their families. 


At the 1920 conference, notwithstanding, I was closing a very 
successful quadrennium at Dyersburg, which was rated as one of 
the leading charges in the conference, my presiding elder did 
not open his mouth to me either before or during conference 
with reference to my probable appointment. When the bishop 
began reading the appointments I had not the slightest idea as to 
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what appointment I would receive. I was surprised when the 
announcement came assigning me to Hays Avenue, Jackson, 
which meant a drop of one thousand dollars in salary, as based on 
financial reports of the two charges for the year just closed. 


In making the above statement I do not mean to reflect in any 
way upon the Hays Avenue charge. There is no finer or more 
loyal charge in the conference. The charge was good enough for 
me - was good enough for my presiding elder as for that. 


Most people like new things. I was an old song at Hays Avenue, 
having attended church there before I was licensed to preach, 
and had served them four years as presiding elder, hence I did 
not know with what favor they would look on me as their pastor. 
They received me graciously and I have never worked with a 
finer or more harmonious Board, or enjoyed any pastorate more 
than I did that one. At the first regular meeting of the Board they 
said that they wished they could advance my salary a thousand 
dollars, so as to make it what I had been receiving, but they could 
not reach that figure, yet they could and would advance four 
hundred dollars, which was very generous and noble on their 
part. They paid the salary in full including the extra four 
hundred dollars and paid the connectional claims in full, 
something which had not been done for several years. 


The Hays Avenue League was without exception the finest I have 
ever known. The attendance on the devotional meetings was 
from fifty to seventy-five and sometimes a hundred of very 
choice young people, who march in a body from the League room 
to the auditorium of the church for the regular evening services. 


I spent two very delightful years, serving this great church and 
expected to fill out a quadrennium there. At the close of my 
second year I went to conference fully expecting to return. The 
congregation had no thought but that I would be returned, but 
when I reached conference in 1922 I was importuned by Dr. 
Stonewall Anderson, by the conference Board of Education, of 
which I was chairman and by two or three presiding elders to 
accept the office of Secretary-Treasurer of the Educational 
campaign movement. To all of these pleas I replied that I was 
enamored of the pastorate and all that I asked was to be let alone. 


I was informed that at the last cabinet meeting Bishop Mouzon 
stated that he would appoint me to that office without my consent 
and that he knew that I would be too loyal to disobey orders. In 
the belief he was correct. 


] put in two strenuous, not to say hectic years in that office and 
had some sleepless nights because of the laxity in the payment of 
the pledges, and because of the urgent need of funds with which 
to build and equip Lambuth College. During these two years also 
during the two years that I was pastor of Hays Avenue I put in all 
of my spare time in helping to found the college. I was chairman 
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of the Board of Trustees, chairman of the Building committee and 
nominal president of the college before it had a student body. 
During these two years the main building of the college was 
completed and equipped and the college put in operation with Dr. 
R. E. Womack as President. 


From 1919 to 1935 Blackard served as Chairman of the Board of Trustees of 
M.C.F.I. - Lambuth College and served as Acting President of the College during 
the transition period, 1920 - 1924, the transition from a woman’s college to a 
coeducational college. 


Blackard had this to say about the city of Jackson: 


During all the years of my itinerancy I have regarded Jackson as 
my home and have felt a very keen interest in the people of 
Jackson, not only because I was reared among them, but because | 
believed them to be as fine people as could be found anywhere on 
the earth. I knew Jackson when it did not have a paved street and 
in the winter season the main thoroughfares were covered with a 
loblolly from six to twelve inches in depth. The only sidewalks 
were rough plank runners. Horses, cows and hogs were 
permitted to roam at will through the town. From these 
conditions it has emerged to become one of the most attractive 
little cities in the South. 


Blackard died in Jackson on March 29, 1938. His funeral was held in First 
Methodist Church, and he was buried in Riverside Cemetery in Jackson. 


Pittman D. T. Roberts 


Pittman D. T. Roberts followed Blackard at Hays Avenue Church. He was a 
young man of thirty-four when he arrived in the parsonage. He was born in 
Paris, Tennessee, on September 2, 1888. He was in business for a while. At one 
time he was the head of a drug business in Paris. He was a Local Preacher in 
1917, and that year “supplied” the Atwood Circuit in the Paris District. The 
ERE year he supplied Crystal and West Hickman in the Union City 

istrict. 


In 1919, he was admitted to the Memphis Annual Conference on trial and 
appointed to the four-year-old Trinity Methodist Church in the suburbs of 
Memphis where he was stationed for three years. He was appointed to Hays 
Avenue Church in 1922 and was there for two years. Because of illness he was 
unable to attend the 1924 session of the Memphis Annual Conference, which 
began on November 12th. He had pneumonia and died on November 20, 1924. 
Roberts wrote poetry which was published in local papers, and was a popular 
lecturer. He left a wife and two young children, - a son, Milton, and a 
daughter, Lamar. He was buried in Paris, Tennessee. 


On November 25, 1924, the Board of Stewards of Hays Avenue Church 
“donated $50 to Mrs. Roberts to assist in defraying expenses of death & burial 
of our beloved Pastor.” They were introduced at the same meeting to the 
Reverend Thomas G. Lowry, who was to fill out the rest of P. D. T. Roberts’ 
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appointment at Hays Avenue Church for the Conference year, which was, of 
course, practically the whole year. 


Pittman D. T. Roberts Thomas G. Lowry 


Thomas G. Lowry 


Thomas G. Lowry was born in Whitesboro, Texas, July 23, 1869. His family 
migrated from Texas to western Kentucky when he was young. He was 
educated in the public schools of western Kentucky and taught in those 
schools for eleven years before entering the Methodist ministry. He was 
licensed to preach in 1900, ordained Deacon in 1902, and ordained elder in 
1904. Before coming to Hays Avenue Church, he was the director of the Wesley 
Institute in Memphis (later Wesley House), a social service arm of the 
Methodist Church working with white children and adults. Another 
institution, Bethlehem Center, was established to work with blacks. 


In 1925, at the next meeting of the Memphis Annual Conference, Lowry was 
moved to the church at McKenzie, Tennessee. He died at Baptist Hospital in 
Memphis on June 28, 1928, and was buried in Memorial Park Cemetery in 


Memphis. 
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John Matthew Pickens 


John Matthew Pickens, who came to Hays Avenue Church in 1925, stayed at 
the church for five years, the longest continuous ministry until that time. 
Pickens was born on September 20, 1864, in Hardin County, Tennessee, near 
Shiloh Park. He was admitted into the Memphis Annual Conference in 1890, 
and was given his first appointment that year, Perryville Mission, in the 
Lexington District. Other appointments 
included Camden, Lexington, McKenzie, 
Murray, Kentucky; Dyer, Tennessee; and 
Harris Memorial in Memphis. He was a 
Presiding Elder for eight years on the 
Lexington, Paris and Union City Districts 
before his ffve years at Hays Avenue Church. 


Pickens married Miss Lucy Elizabeth 
Parish, November 30, 1890. His wife died on 
January 14, 1928, while he was stationed at 
Hays Avenue Church. He married Miss Emma 
Barnett of Dyer, Tennessee, on December 2, 
1929: 


After the meeting of the Memphis Annual 
Conference in 1930, Pickens was moved to 
First Methodist Church in Humboldt, 
Tennessee. He died there before the 
Conference year was finished, on October 24, 
1931. The funeral was held in the church in 
Humboldt, and he was buried beside his first 
wife in Hollywood Cemetery in Jackson. 


Roy D. Williams, the son of Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Alvin Williams, was 
recommended for license to preach by the Quarterly Conference of Hays 
Avenue Church in 1931. Only a few years earlier he had served as president of 
the Hays Avenue Epworth League. In his career he worked for several 
printing companies in Jackson, including McCowat-Mercer, and had been a 
reporter for The Jackson Sun. When he felt the call to preach, he was a 
reporter for the Associated Press in Little Rock, Arkansas. When he could no 
longer resist the call, he quit his job and returned to the Memphis Conference. 
He had just passed his examination and been recommended for license to 
preach when he heard of the death of the Reverend J. M. Pickens. He relates 
the following story about the funeral of this recent pastor of Hays Avenue 
Church: 


Brother Jack Pickens, our former minister, died in Humboldt. Oh, 
we loved him! He’d baptized my three children. I took my 
mother, in Dad and Mother’s car, to Humboldt to Brother Pickens’ 
funeral. The church was packed. We sat on the last seats in the 
balcony. The District Superintendent gave the eulogy. At the 
close of the service, Jack’s brother, Will Pickens, who was also a 
preacher, walked down and stood by the casket - he sort of leaned 
on the casket - and talked about how much he loved his brother 
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and about how much his brother loved the Lord and the church, 
and how he had given his life for it. “And now,” he said, “his 
mantle has fallen today. I pray God that it will fall on the 
shoulders of some young man who will take up where he left off.” 


Can you imagine how I felt? 


Photograph taken at the time of the funeral of the Reverend P. D. T. Roberts. 
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The Churches of Jackson in 1930, the pastors appointed that year, and their 
membership: 


Fred H. Peeples, Presiding Elder 


First Church T. W. Lewis 1726 
Hays Avenue Church E. W. Crump 760 
Lambuth Memorial Church W. D. Pickens 422 
Trinity Church W. D. Jenkins 360 
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The 1930s 


The Black Friday that signaled the beginning of the Great Depression 
occurred in October 1929. It took a while for the financial problems of the 
1930s to be felt at Hays Avenue Church. In fact, in 1930 the church seemed to 
be in better financial shape than usual. On June 3, 1930, half-way through the 
church’s year, it was reported to the Board of Stewards that “we have collected 
$2499.43, which was some $765 better than a year ago at that date.” 


The chairman (Mr. A. T. Jones) announced that if we were up in 
full at the last regular board meeting that we could eat at the New 


Southern at his expense and select the menu. .. . 


Dinner at the New Southern Hotel must have been incentive enough, 
because by November, the Minutes tell us: 


With what the stewards reported in cash and in promises we had 
our budget in full with a nice little margin over. 


The Stewards met in “Social Session” on November 10, 1930: 


On November 10, the board met in social session and A. T. Jones 
acting as host presented the board with a sumptious repast which 
was greatly enjoyed by all and only two of the board were absent. 
The charming litthe Daughter of the host, Miss Frances Catherine 
gave several readings which were enjoyed. 


The pastor (the Reverend J. M. Pickens) announced he was 
reporting to the Conference that we had raised from all sources 
$12,813.00 which was the best report ever from our church. 


Within a few weeks there was a new pastor, the Reverend E. W. Crump. The 


new budget for 1930-31 was $7000.00. The pastor’s salary was set at $3000.00 for 
the year. 
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Quarterly Conference Official Roll, 1930-31: 


Rev. E. W. Crump Pastor 

E. C. Bass Steward 

A. P. Bingham Steward 

J. P. Bingham Steward 

W. C. Blackmon Trustee 

Mrs. W. C. Blackmon President, Woman’s Missionary Society 
W. L. Bumpas ‘Erustee 

J. W. Cherry Steward 

C. E. Davis Steward 

W. H. Drummond Steward 

C. A. Enochs Steward 

S. B. Enochs Trustee 

H. G. Gilbert Church Lay Leader 
Henry Gilbert President, Epworth League 
R. F. Harris Steward 

Mrs. Matt Hill Steward 

D. H. Humphrey Steward 

A. T. Jones Steward 

W. D. Kinsey Trustee 

Ed. Kirby Trustee 

T. R. Lasley Steward, Sunday School Superintendent 
Mrs. J. E. Luton Steward 

A. L. Parham Steward, Trustee 
Odel Petty Steward 

J. T. Phillips Steward 

H. E. Pontius Steward 

C. T. Russell Trustee 

Tom Steed Steward 

H. L. Stratton Steward 

Mrs. H. L. Stratton Steward 

Lawrence Taylor Trustee 

Mrs. Lawrence Taylor Steward 

Ed Terry Steward 

Mr. T. C. Warmath Trustee 

W. O. Wyatt Steward 

Reid Weaver Steward 

A. F. Wilson Steward 

Mrs. C. B. Wilson Steward 

Milton Young Steward 
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Eugene Watson Crump 


Eugene Watson Crump was the minister assigned to Hays Avenue Church in 
1930. He was pastor of the church for only one year. He was born on July 7, 
1875, and entered the ministry in 1908. He came to Hays Avenue from the 
church at Humboldt. After Hays Avenue, he served the churches at Covington, 
Brownsville, McKenzie, Lexington, and Springdale in Memphis. Crump died on 
April 24, 1948. His funeral was held at Chelsea 
Avenue Methodist Church in Memphis, and 
burial was at Forest Hill Cemetery in 
Memphis. 


The Stewards had a long-standing policy 
of not allowing anyone to practice on the 
church’s organ except the organist. From 
time to time in the Minutes, it is stated that 
someone has requested that they be allowed to 
practice, and they are turned down, citing the 
policy of the Board. Mr. Crump’s daughter 
asked to practice on the instrument. After 
discussion, the Board turned the request over 
to the Board of Trustees. We have no record of 
what the Trustees did. 


Crump was followed at Hays Avenue 
Church by the Reverend Charles Elton 
Norman, whose tenure lasted three years. 
The budget set for his first year was again 
$7000.00. And his salary for the first year was 
the same, $3000.00. 


During the Reverend C. E. Norman’s time, the biggest problem seems to 
have been the raising of money. Times were getting harder, and there is more 
and more evidence of difficulty in meeting expenses. In addition to the 
budget, there was the problem of raising money for the campaign that 
Lambuth College had started for its Endowment Fund. Lambuth was trying to 
raise $400,000.00. Hays Avenue Church’s share was $10,000.00. In March, 1932, 
the Board met to discuss how to raise the money. They were already $570.00 
behind on giving to the budget of the church. 


The Board of Stewards met in regular session Mar. 23 - 32 with A. 
T. Jones in the Chair and devotion by the Pastor. The Finance 
Committee reported that they thought it a good idea to have two 
stewards go together and work each member on their list to try 
and raise the amount behind with the budget but as this has not 
been done, they had another proposition they thought might 
work and also create a little rivalry among different groups of 
the board, they suggested that the chairman divide the board in 
four groups and appoint a captain, one for each group and let 
them be responsible for his group and see to it that his stewards 
come up as near $100.00 as possible. This plan was felt to be a 
good one and was adopted by a unanimous vote. It was also 
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suggested that each member make a list of the members on his 
list that were not attending services and try to get them back in 
the service and therefore back to paying to the church. The 
chairman asked that the executive committee meet with him and 
the finance committee on the next Wednesday night at 7 o’clock 
to divide the board and set them to work. Adjourned with prayer 
by Pastor. 


The four captains were appointed. They were Mr. Yandell, Mr. Drummond, 
Mrs. C. B. Wilson, and Mr. Robt. Harris. 


From September until the end of November, 1932, the only business of the 
Board of Stewards concerned raising the money to meet the budget. Letters 
were mailed to the membership. Special efforts were made to contact those 
who had paid nothing during the year. In September they were $2000. behind. 
On November 1, they were $1200. behind. 


(September 20, 1932) The pastor reported that the 4th Quarterly 
Conference (would meet) on the 8 of November and that he hoped 
to have everything in full at that meeting. He also stated that if 
the stewards would get his salary out of the way, he would help 
collect the connectional claims. 


Finally, on November 15, 1932, we find this in the Minutes: 


The board of stewards met in called session the 15th with Mr. 
Drummond in the chair and after all stewards had turned in their 
collections and all promises were counted that were good we 
found that we were over and our pastor could go to Conference 
with a report of paid in full... . 


The church’s budget, recommended by the Finance Committee for the next 
year (1932-33), was set at $6390.00. The meetings over the budget caused a lot 
of discussion and some contention. This was the budget: 


Pastor’s salary - $3000.00 
Connectional Claims - 1200.00 
Presiding Elder - 300.00 
Janitor - 520.00 
Lights - 160.00 
Insurance - 100.00 
Coal - 150.00 
Street assessment - 285.00 
Water - ale) 
Repairs - 400.00 
Incidentals 150.00 
Superannuate Endowment - 100.00 


(November 19,. 1932) The Chairman of the Finance Committee, A. 
T. Jones, moved that the report be accepted as read. Dr. Pontius 
asked Vice Chairman to take chair and he stated that this was a 
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democratic organization and as several had expressed to him that 
they thought the pastor’s salary ought to be lowered that it was 
time to speak now and several made statements after which a 
motion was made to take a secret ballot on whether the budget 
would be accepted as read the count was 9 yes and 14 noes. The 
chairman asked the committee on finance to retire from the room 
and bring in another report. They stated that they felt sure this 
would do no good, as they were sure they would come back with 
the same report. A motion was then made to lower the pastor’s 
salary 10% and after the pastor made his explanation that if the 
salary stayed $3000.00 as was last year that he would give $300.00 
back to the church at end of year. A motion was then made by A. 
T. Jones to table the motion to lower the salary 10%. The chair 
stated that as we had already voted to lower the salary by a good 
majority and if a majority could not rule he would resign from 
the board as chairman and retired from the room. The Vice 
Chairman refused to take the chair. 


The pastor then took the chair and A. T. Jones was elected 
chairman pro tem and it was moved to give Dr. Pontius time to 
reconsider this move and hold the election of a new chairman at 
another time. Motion was made to table all motions before the 
house and a motion was made and carried to set the pastor’s salary 
at $3000.00 with the $300.00 refund at the end of year. Moved that 
the rest of the budget be accepted as read. Adjourned with prayer 
by Mr. S. B. Enochs. 


The Board of Stewards met in call session Dec. 1 - 1932 for the 
purpose of accepting the resignation of Dr. H. E. Pontius as 
chairman and the appointment of a new chairman. Nominations 
were in order and A. T. Jones and Paul M. Wilson were nominated. 
Mr. Wilson stated that he did not wish to serve and thought that it 
was time for all to pull together and wished his name dropped so 
that Mr. Jones might be elected unanimously, after which 
statement Mr. Jones was unanimously elected. The chair asked 
the finance committee to retire and give another report on the 
budget for the year and they came back with the same report as 
recorded in previous meeting. 


C. E. Norman had already run into problems with his Board of Stewards 
earlier in the year. In June 1932, a committee consisting of Mr. Robt. Harris, 
Mrs. C. B. Wilson, and Carroll Enochs was appointed “to talk to the pastor in 
regard to attendance at the Board meetings.” He had attended few of them. 


The July meeting was opened with prayer by the pastor. 


(July 19, 1932) The committee to wait on the pastor and request 
his presence at all board meetings reported that they had a nice 
meeting and recommended that we give the pastor a two weeks 
vacation with one Sunday off in the month of August to be taken 
when he saw fit. The pastor reports that he was called to Paducah 
and had no time to ask the permission of the board to go. He also 
said that he had had letters from the Bishop asking him to hold as 
many as three meetings if it was at all possible. He also stated that 
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he was glad that he was missed from the board and it made him 
feel good to know that he was missed. 


Norman was sought after for evangelistic preaching by churches 
throughout the state. The writer of his “Memorial” in the Memphis 
Conference Journal, 1940, stated, that: 


. throughout his long ministry as a pastor he gave much time 
to the evangelistic work. He preached many meetings in and all 
over the Memphis Conference. In this number were included 
those in the largest as well as in the smaller churches. He was 
considered the strongest pastor-evangelist of the Memphis 
Conference. His evangelistic work was probably climaxed in a 
meeting in Bethpage Church in his native Middle Tennessee and 
in which meeting more than one hundred souls were saved in a 
single service. 


Mr. A. T. Jones, the chairman of the Board of Stewards, promised another 
dinner if the money for the 1931-32 budget was raised. The dinner was delayed 
somewhat, but it was held early the next year. The Secretary of the Board 
recorded the proceedings: 


The board met Monday evening at 6:30 o’clock in the lady‘s parlor 
and retired to the basement where there was a table beautifully 
decorated with flowers and holly leaves and a bountiful supper 
was served. Between courses we were entertained with some 
readings by the charming little girls of the hostess, Miss Frances 
Catherine & Miss Mary Erline Jones, which was greatly enjoyed 
by all. After supper some business was taken up, and after this 
they all adjourned, all expressing a much enjoyed evening. 


By March, 1933, the church was unable to meet its obligations. The 
minister was not being paid his full salary. This report was made to the Board: 


Mr. Wilson stated that there was a matter that should be disposed 
of at this meeting altho the regular chairman was not present. 
The pastor had an obligation that he could not meet unless we 
could pay our obligation to him in full and in as much as we could 
not do that, that he thought proper that we assume the $400.00 
note for him. A motion was made and carried that we order the 
Treasurer to pay the note. 


Of course, other things were happening in the church. On July 5, 1934, the 
Sunday School Superintendent reported, “We purchased 60 new chairs and 2 
ceiling fans for annex, and we paid off all Bonded indebtedness on the annex. 
So I feel we have made some good progress both Spiritual and financially.” 


Hays Avenue Church had a Revival every year during this period. For the 
Revival in 1933, a newsletter was published to advertise the event. It was 
called The Broadcaster. 


(March 21, 1933) It was moved and carried to appoint a committee 
to investigate the possibility of printing a church bulletin. 
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Committee as follows T. R. Lasley, Dr. H. E. Pontius and P. M. 
Wilson. 


(April 18, 1933) The committee on the church bulletin that it was 
decided to print the paper for at least 6 or 8 weeks or until after 
our meeting (Revival) if not longer. 


(May 23, 1933) After discussion it was moved and carried that the 
Broadcaster be published one week after the meeting and the 
board pay expenses for same. 


(June 20, 1933) The Committee on The Broadcaster reported that 
the cost of printing the paper was paid in full and that it had cost 
$16.25. A motion made to discontinue the printing of the paper 
carried. 


We find this short statement in the Minutes of the Board of Stewards, 
February 21, 1933: 


The chairman reported that on several occasions pepper had 
been found in different parts of the auditorium and Sunday 
School rooms. After discussion Mr. T. R. Lasley was asked to 
notify the departments of the Sunday School and warn them of 
the possible seriousness of it. 


When C. E. Norman arrived at Hays Avenue at the end of 1931, the 
membership reported was 737. At the end of his first year, the membership 
had grown to 804. At the end of his second year, 816. At the end of his third 
year, there was a slight drop in number to 790, a loss of only 26 members. In 
the Pastor’s reports to the Quarterly Conferences, there was a consistent report 
of growth in attendance at all of the services and in the Sunday School and in 
the other activities of the church. On Easter Sunday, 1933, there were 550 in 
attendance at Sunday School, a record number. 


And yet, the pastor always sounded discouraged when the time came for his 
reports to the Quarterly Conference: 


(January 16, 1934) We have never yet found a church with an 
Ideal spiritual condition and Hays Ave. is no exception, altho they 
are good and faithful people and I wish they were more Spiritual. 


(April 4, 1934) The spiritual state of the church is not what it 
should be. I believe we are living far below our privileges as 
Christians for we are not as much interested in the Kingdom as 
we should be. We have some strife that tends to hurt the cause. 
Let us pray and labor to overcome these hindrances and try to 
reach a state of perfect Love.” 


(July 5, 1934) The spiritual state of the church - I hardly know 
what to say for that some of the people attend church, some 
prayer meeting and there are about 300 that don’t attend any part 
of the church services. Something must be done about this as no 
church can survive with that much excess baggage. 
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(November 1, 1934) No church is Spiritually perfect, perhaps 
none are as near perfect as is their privilege to be. Therefore we 
do not claim spiritual perfection for Hays Ave. We are in a way 
satisfied with conditions and the results are we are not making 
any headway along any line of Christian work. We are 
preaching to good crowds but very few are being converted and 
it is difficult to get people in the community to join the church. 
We feel that we could accomplish more if we could get the church 
to surrender ourselves to Christ the Lord. There are many 
members who never come to church and many who never 
contribute any thing to the church services in any way. We fear 
that members like this are Lost. 


Charles Elton Norman 


Charles Elton Norman was born in Pulaski, Tennessee, on December 6, 1871. 
He celebrated his sixtieth birthday shortly after his appointment to Hays 
Avenue Church. He worked at farming and the timber business until he was 
admitted into the ministry in the Memphis Conference in 1907. After serving 
several circuits, he was stationed at Milan, South Side (later Calvary) Church 
in Memphis, Murray, Kentucky, and Union 
City, Tennessee,. before coming to Hays 
Avenue. Following three years at Hays 
Avenue, he served Highland Heights Church 
in Memphis and the church at Bemis, 
Tennessee. 


Norman was superannuated at the meeting 
of the Memphis Conference in 1939, and died 
on September 24, 1940. His funeral service 
was held at Hays Avenue Church under the 
direction of the District Superintendent, C. C. 
Daniels, and burial was in the cemetery at 
Lexington, Tennessee. His “Memorial” for the 
Memphis Conference Journal was written by 
Robert C. Mayo, who had entered the ministry 
from Hays Avenue Church while Norman was 
pastor there. 


The Reverend Robert Pierce Duckworth 
succeeded C. E. Norman as minister at Hays 
Avenue Church at the meeting of the 
Memphis Annual Conference in 1934. He was pastor of the church for four 
years, until November, 1938. Duckworth seems to have thought better of the 
spiritual state of the Hays Avenue congregation. In his first report to the 
Quarterly Conference, he stated: 


(January 15, 1935) First, an appreciation of the very cordial 
reception to the pastorage of the church and the pleasant 
ministry in such an atmosphere among Christian fraternity as 
prevails among our people here. 
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During Duckworth’s time at the church, several young men were 
recommended for license to preach. Harry Horace Estes, who lived at 216 N. 
Fairground in Jackson, was recommended on July 24, 1936. On February 2, 
1937, the Minutes of the Quarterly Conference state that he is pastor of the 
Jackson City Mission, and that Hays Avenue Church was providing $15. per 
month toward his support “along with the other personal and financial 
assistance in that work.” 


Peanut Rolls 


Several long-time members of the church have remembered a project from 
the days when they were young people. The project is probably remembered 
with fondness, because it was fun, and because the outcome tasted so good. 
Margaret Shelton related: 


During the depths of the depression in the 1930s, when money 
was so hard to come by, the ladies of the Woman’s Missionary 
Society worked hard to make money to carry on their worthwhile 
projects. One special project which became quite popular with 
the people of Jackson was their “peanut rolls” project. Each 
circle of the Society entered into the making of a delicious cake 
delicacy. One member, Mrs. B. H. Pedigo, even brought her stove 
to the church to help with the cooking. They set up an assembly 
line making the cakes, cutting them into blocks, spreading them 
with a thin, confectioners sugar icing, and rolling them in 
ground, salted peanuts. They sold them by the block or by the 
dozen. Orders were taken in advance from all over town. The 
shoe stores in Jackson gave them shoe boxes to deliver their 
cakes. Any member fortunate enough to own a car (there 
weren’t many of them) delivered the rolls with the help of the 
young people to do the running. One price, we recall, was 5 cents 
a roll or 60 cents a dozen. They were delicious and the Society did 
very well. Here is the recipe which brought in many a dollar for 
the hard-working ladies. Try it and you will see why it was 
successful. 
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Peanut Rolls Recipe 
(Mrs. Christine Pedigo) 


3 eggs 172°. flour 
1 c. sugar 1 tsp. baking powder 
1 tsp. vanilla 1 c. boiling water 


Beat yolks and whites separately. Beat whites until they stand 
alone, then combine and blend well. Add sifted sugar and beat 
until sugar is well dissolved; then fold in flour and baking 
powder (do not beat) which has been sifted 3 times. Add boiling 


water. Stir well (do not beat). Bake in 8 X 8” pan at 375° for 30 
minutes. Cut in blocks. Makes 16. 


Icing 
1 box confectioners sugar 1/2 lb. butter 


Blend butter and sugar, add sweet milk if needed to spread well on 
all sides. Then roll in salted peanuts which have been run 
through food grinder (do not remove salt from peanuts.) 


A New Organ 


We find this report of the establishment of a new organ committee in the 
Minutes of the Quarterly Conference on July 5, 1938: 


To the President and Members of a called Quarterly Conference of 
Hays Ave. M. E. Church South, convened at Jackson Tennessee, 
this July the 5th, 1938; Whereas Hays Ave Church is being given a 
new Organ and whereas the present Organ of the church has a 
trade-in value, which may be applied in part payment for the 
afore-said new Organ, and whereas the installation of the 
proposed Organ may necessitate some changes in electric wiring 
for lights and fans and closing of the windows at the west end of 
the Church; therefore it is the sense of this Conference that the 
following committee be created - A. T. Jones, Mrs. H. L. Stratton, 
and C. A. Enochs, Chairman, Financial Secretary and Treasurer of 
the Board of Stewards - Lawrence Taylor and C. H. Yandell - 
Chairman and member of the Board of Trustees - Mrs. S. B. Enoch 
- Director of music, and Miss Thelma Humphreys and R. M. Fisher 
Jr., and Mrs. C. B. Wilson, organists and R. P. Duckworth - pastor; 
and that this committee be authorized and empowered to act in 
the choice and purchase of the proposed organ and in all other 
matters herein set out, without any cost to the church 
whatsoever. 


The Organ Committee moved quickly. They met on the following day, July 6, 
1938. 
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The organ committee was called to order by the Pastor. A. T. Jones 
was elected chairman, C. A. Enochs was elected secretary. 


Mr. Moore, representing Aeolian-Skinner of Boston and Mr. 
Garvey, representing the Kilgen Co. of St. Louis were presented 
in order and spoke concerning their respective organs. 


Mr. Moore presented a stock organ and Mr. Garvey submitted 
detailed plans for a specially made installation. 


After considerable discussion the committee accepted contract 
from the Kilgen Co. to install an organ according to specifications 
and with chimes for $3250.00, of which $250.00 is to be paid by the 
Church. The Church is also responsible for any carpenter work, 
electrical work, and tin work. 


We find this notice in The Jackson Sun, October, 1938: 


Old Instrument Being Used 
for the Last Time At 
Services Today 


Work on installing the $5,000 memorial organ at the Hays Avenue 
Methodist Church will begin Monday morning and the organ will 
be in use for the first time at a regular service of the church on 
Sunday, October 16. 


The old organ which has been in use for many years will be used 
at the services today for the last time. 


The church’s new pipe organ comes from an unidentified donor 
and is a memory gift honoring a deceased member of the 
congregation. The new organ will be equipped with chimes in 
addition to the regular stops and will be completely electric in 
action. 


The organ will not be the largest in the city but will have an 
installation different from any other organ in the city, in that it 
will be a divided organ, with a portion of the mechanism on each 
side of the choir. This one feature will offer an organist many 
new possibilities of arrangement and stop combinations. The 
organ will incorporate the newest ideas in instruments of this 
character. It was built especially for the church. 


Plans are being made for a special recital and these will be 
announced at a later date. 
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Hays Avenue 
Organ Recital 
Is Postponed 


Date for Dedication of the 
Handsome New Instrument 
Announced Later 


The long anticipated dedication of the new $5,000 pipe organ at 
the Hays Avenue Methodist Church will not be held on Sunday 
evening as first planned, according to the Rev. R. P. Duckworth, 
pastor of the church, who said that all of the improvements would 
not be completed by Sunday. 


The work of tearing out the old organ began on October 3 and the 
date of October 16 was set as the time for the organ recital and the 
dedication. After the work of installation of the new organ got 
under way, church leaders visioned other improvements that 
could be made in the arrangement of the choir and this work is 
what has caused a delay in the recital and dedication date, it is 
said. 


The new organ and the new arrangement for the choir will give 
the entire auditorium of the church a new appearance and the 
work is attracting considerable interest in Jackson. 


The organ is a gift from a member of the congregation in 
memory of her husband. The donor has not been named and will 
not be announced until the dedication service is held. 


On November 14, 1938, the pastor told the Quarterly Conference that the 
organ was a gift from Mrs. H. L. Stratton in memory of her husband, “a most 
beloved and faithful member of the church and quarterly conference over a 
long period of years.” The pastor also reported that improvements were to be 
made to the interior of the church, inspired by the presence of the new 
instrument, and that the Woman’s Missionary would provide “a liberal supply 
of new hymnals.” 
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Memorial Organ at Hays Avenue 


Dedicated Sunday 


Mrs. H. L. Stratton Donor 
of Splendid Instrument 
To Methodist Church 


The handsome new pipe organ at the Hays Avenue Methodist 
Church was formally dedicated in impressive services at the 
morning hour Sunday, when the instrument was played for the 
first time at a church service. The organ.is a gift of Mrs. H. L. 
Stratton, and is a memorial to her husband, for many years a 
faithful member of the congregation and a steward of the 
church. 


Lawrence Taylor and Ray Lasley, representing the board of 
trustees and the board of stewards accepted the organ on behalf 
of the congregation. 


Last night a special program was presented when the organ was 
featured. Enoch T. Walton of Memphis and Jackson, well known 
organist, was heard in two special groups. The numbers selected 
were so varied in nature that the entire organ was brought into 
play. From the heavy and powerful fortissimo to the faintest 
pianissimo, the tones of the great instrument rolled out round 
and clear and even the most unmusical of the congregation 
present at the service last night realized the rare beauty of tone 
found in the organ. 


The new organ is modern in construction and incorporates all 
the stops and combinations necessary in a church organ. The 
new instrument will add much to the services at Hays Avenue and 
is a fine memorial to one of the church’s most faithful officials. 


New Pipe Organ 
At Hays Avenue 
To Be Played Today 


Handsome Memorial Or- 
gan Will be Used In Ser- 
vices For First Time 


ee cE 


Formal dedication of the handsome new pipe organ at the Hays 
Avenue Methodist Church will be one of the special features of 
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the morning service and the splendid instrument will be played 
for the first time. 


The special musical program with the organ as the main feature 
will be held at the evening service at the church when Enoch 
Walton of Memphis will play two groups of numbers and several 
chorus and solo numbers will be presented. 


The program for the evening service is announced as follows: 


WOVUTIUA EY goeecocdh sre sceectrc toss covvtosnerkctisttegescdteccceecenrames Selected 
Enoch T. Walton 

The LordulssG eaters 2 ee ee eens Ruebush 

Choir 

(a) PALO ese, AN... stae ass Reeds eles seeert ee Handel 

(Dyes ANCA NTC eo ace ccaiesyerneewadseteeereeesae te camer Gluck 
Enoch T. Walton 

(c)icSone WithoutiWOrdsa2).;..cccamseene Tchavkowsky 

The HolyiGity Sennen 2. Se ee Adams 
Mrs. J. V. Rush 

(a) The Nightingale and the Rose.............. Saint Saens 

(b) seMiurmuninenBrook?. 329 Ake. eee. ee Poldini 


Enoch T. Walton 


AB Hails lanmlarrttel rice tssicc.c ve cccsceetatcees shes Gabriel 


Accompanists are Miss Thelma Humphreys, 
Mrs. C. B. Wilson, R. M. Fisher, Jr. 


Enoch Thaddeus Walton, the organist brought from Memphis to play for the 
dedication of the Hays Avenue Organ, had studied in Memphis and New York 
City. In New York he had worked as accompanist for several opera stars. He 
had become organist at Central Baptist Church in Memphis at the age of 
sixteen. He served St. John’s Methodist Church in Memphis for sixteen years, 
and was later organist at Evergreen Presbyterian and Linden Avenue 
Christian Churches in Memphis. During four years of the time that he was at 
St. John’s Church, he also played the organ at St. Peter’s Catholic Church. In 
addition to having “taught hundreds of Memphis youngsters to play piano and 
organ,” he was one of Memphis’ first radio performers. He presented piano 
and organ programs over WMC when the station began operations in 1923, and 
later presented a daily program, “Meditations” over radio station WREC. Enoch 
Walton died at the age of 49 on September 23, 1940. 
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Robert Pierce Duckworth 


Robert Pierce Duckworth was born at Brownsville, Tennesee, on December 
1,1875. His father had been a Colonel in the Confederate army, had practiced 
medicine for a while, and then had become a Methodist minister. The son was 
admitted on trial into the Memphis Annual Conference in 1899 and served the 
church for forty-seven years. He served Second Church in Paris where a new 
church was built, Somerville, Humboldt, Epworth in Memphis, Covington, and 
Hickman before he came to Hays Avenue Church. He served the church at 
Whiteville and was Superintendent of the Paducah District for four years and 
of the Brownsville District for six years. 


Duckworth died on November 28, 1954, and was buried in Oakwood Cemetery 
in Brownsville. 
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Robert Pierce Duckworth William Franklin Maxedon 


William Franklin Maxedon 


The pastor appointed to Hays Avenue Church at the Conference in 1938 was 
the Reverend William Franklin Maxedon. He served as pastor of the church 
for two years. W. F. Maxedon, the son of a Methodist preacher, was born on 
September 30, 1879. He was educated at McTyeire Preparatory School at 
McKenzie, Tennessee, and at Vanderbilt University. During his career, he 
served as pastor, Presiding Elder, Centenary Secretary, Conference Missionary 
Secretary and President of the Conference Board of Missions. He retired from 
the active ministry in 1950 and moved to Memphis. He died there on April 13, 
1955, and was buried in Memorial Park Cemetery in Memphis. 
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The Completed Sunday School Annex 


Throughout the latter half of the decade of the 1930s, we read in the 
Minutes of various official bodies of the church of the need for more room. 
The Chairman of the Board of Christian Education told the Quarterly 
Conference on November 5, 1935: 


Our Church School is greatly hampered for the lack of room. We 
have no assembly room for our young people, which need we 
want to keep before you, trusting that same will be provided as 
soon as possible. 


The need for more room was constantly kept before the members of the 
church, and on February 12, 1939, a Church Conference was held. 


A. T. Jones presented report from Board of Stewards 
recommending completion of annex. Motion to proceed with 
plans for building annex carried. Estimated building cost 
$17,000.00. 


Motion for Conference to authorize trustees to appoint building 
committee carried. 


They moved quickly to make plans for the new building. The Building 
Committee was appointed and met the following day, February 13, 1939: 


Building Committee: Lawrence Taylor, A. T. Jones, Clyde Yandell, 
Robert F. Harris, Ray Lasley, D. H. Humphreys, Paul M. Wilson. 


We are undertaking to complete our Sunday School Annex with 
two more stories which will cost approximately $18,000.00. When 
and if completed we will have one of the finest Sunday School 
plants in the Conference. We are working and praying that this 
will be the best year in the history of Hays Ave. Church. 
Respectfully Submitted, A. T. Jones. 


The construction plan was authorized in May, 1939. At the Quarterly 
Conference on August 23, 1939, we are told, “The contract has been signed and 
the work in that building has been started. We feel sure this addition will be a 
great help to our church and community.” 


100 


The 1930s 


The Jackson Sun, December 3, 1939, had this article about the completed 
Annex: 


Hays Avenue 
Church Annex 


Opens Sunday 


New Sunday School Build- 
ing Completed At Cost 
Of $17,500 


Growth Is Seen 


Three Story Sunday School 
Annex Will Give All De- 
partments Much Needed 
Facilities. 


With two stories added to the old one story building affording 
complete facilities for nursery, beginner, primary, junior, 
intermediate, senior and young people’s departments, the Hays 
Avenue Methodist Church will formally occupy its new Sunday 
school quarters for the first time on Sunday morning. The 
building and equipment cost approximately $17,500. 


The Hays Avenue Methodist Church has one of the largest 
congregations in the city and is the second largest Methodist 
church in Jackson with an average Sunday school attendance of 
350. The Sunday school department has been handicapped for a 
number of years by lack of space for the various departments, 
but Sunday the departments will move into their new quarters. 


During the past five years the records of the Sunday school show 
that more than 300 new members have been added but with 
inadequate facilities with which to care for these new members, 
together with the natural growth in church membership, its loss, 
mainly through the adult department, through promotions from 
the primary to the junior and on up the line, has been 
correspondingly as great. With the completion of the new 
building, this condition will be overcome. 


For a number of years the need for an enlarged church school 
building has been realized, but due to general conditions it was 
felt unwise to undertake such a movement until last year, when 
the board of stewards of the church earmarked $1,500 for a 
building fund for this purpose. With the fund as a start and with 
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every indication pointing towards continued improvement in 
conditions in general, coupled with the fact that the church 
school is enjoying a steady expansion in all departments, a 
movement was begun the first of the year to complete the annex. 


At the January meeting of the board of stewards a building 
committee was named to secure plans and specifications and to 
ascertain approximate cost of the project. The committee was 
composed of Lawrence Taylor, C. H. Yandell, R. F. Harris, D. H. 
Humphreys, Paul M. Wilson and T. R. Lasley. 


After all details of the floor arrangements under the supervision 
of a committee composed of Mrs. W. C. Blackmon, Mrs. S. B. Enochs, 
R. F. Harris, Dr. H. E. Pontius, T. R. Lasley and the pastor, Rev. W. F. 
Maxedon, they turned over to the architects, Heavner and 
Parrish, for preparation into plans ahd specifications and the 
general contract for the construction was awarded Hubert M. 
Owen. 


The floor arrangement is considered one of the best in Jackson 
with each department in the Sunday school quartered in Private 
rooms all opening into the central auditorium. 


Robert F. Harris is general superintendent of the church school, 
T. R. Lasley is associate, with Mrs. W. C. Blackmon, Miss Daisy 
Stone, Miss Lois Gowan and H. C. Roberts as department heads. 


The report to the Quarterly Conference by the Sunday School 
Superintendent on February 7, 1940, shows his pride in the new building and 
tells a little about his problems: 


Our new building is fine and so well suited for Church School 
work. The Adult Division was deeply disturbed by the new 
organization which made two assemblies of the school impossible 
and this division moved reluctantly into the new plan, but there 
is a decided improvement in their worship service. Transition 
for Adults is never easy but they will find it much better when 
they become accustomed to it. 
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Pastor’s Salary 

Presiding Elder’s Salary (Dist. Supt.) 
District Work 

District Parsonage 

General Jurisdictional Fund 
Benevolences 

Janitor’s Salary 

Light, Gas & Coal 

Insurance 

Organ & Piano Repairs 

Music 

Lambuth Young People’s Assembly 
Jackson Mission 

Sunday School 

Incidentals 

Note from last year 

Choir Director 

Organ lesson for two 
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$2700.00 
325.00 
28.00 
112.00 
28.00 
1100.00 
780.00 
250.00 
220.00 
50.00 
25.00 
25.00 
60.00 
1000.00 
300.00 
225.00 
300.00 
80.00 


$7608.00 
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Quarterly Conference Roll, 1940-1941: 


Wrather, O. C. Pastor 

Gowan, Rev. E. B. Local Preacher 
Wrather, Rev. Louis C. Local Preacher 
Barham, T. D. Steward 

Barnes, Jesse Steward 

Bell, I. S. Steward 
Blackmon, W. C. Trustee 
Blackwell, J. A. Steward 

Davis, C. E. Steward 

Enochs, Mrs. S. B. [LCBCE] 

Faris, D. J. Steward 

Gilbert, Kathleen Steward 
Gilbert, Roy Steward 

Gilbert, Velma Steward 

Gowan, J. N. Steward 

Harris, R. F. Trustee, Church School Superintendent 
Henry, Mrs. W. B. [GD] 

Hill, Mrs. Matt Steward 
Humphreys, D. H. Steward, Trustee 
Jones, W. Hucle Steward 

Lasley, T. R. Steward, Trustee 
Lillard, Mrs. W. B. Steward 


McAlexander, Adron Steward 
McAlexander, R. C. Steward 


Mitchell, H. S. Steward 

Morris, Mrs. T. G. President, Woman’s Society 
Newman, Mrs. R. S. Steward 

Pedigo, B. H. Steward 

Pedigo, Mrs. B. H. [LCBME] 

Pickens, Mrs. J. M. Steward, Recording Steward 
Pontius, Dr. H. E. Communion Steward, Lay Leader 
Pontius, Mrs. H. E. Steward 

Roberts, David Steward 

Rodgers, R. L., Jr. Steward 

Rollins, Robert Steward 

Saunders, Jack Steward 

Steed, J. T. Trustee 

Stout, Frances Adeline President, Young People 
Stratton, Mrs. H. L. Steward 

Tate, C_R: Steward 

hate-@2 |: Steward 

Taylor, Lawrence Steward, Trustee, District Steward 
Tecry,- ED: Steward, Trustee 

Thomas, Dr. T. L. Steward 

Warmath, T. C. Trustee 

Williams, E. A. Steward 

Wilson, Mrs. C. B. Steward 

Yandell, C. H. Steward, Trustee, Asst. District Steward 
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The Churches of Jackson in 1940, the pastors appointed that year, and their 
membership: 


C. C. Daniel, District Superintendent 


First Church J. E. Underwood WS 
Hays Avenue Church O. C. Wrather BAY 
Highland Heights Church S. T. Bagby 303 
Lambuth Memorial Church E. W. Maxedon 379 
Trinity Church Eo La jones 483 
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The Choir, Easter 1940. 
in the middle. 


pulpit is used in the Mildred Watt Sunday 


Mrs. Thelma Humphreys, the organist, 
The organ is the one still used at Aldersgate Church. The 


stands 


School Class room. 
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The 1940s 


Even as the dark clouds of war loomed on the horizon on the eve of the 
Second World War, things at Hays Avenue Church seemed optimistic. The 
report of the Church Lay Leader, Dr. H. E. Pontius, reflects this: 


As Lay Leader, I am happy to report that Hays Ave. is well 
organized and is functioning splendidly in all its departments 
with the probable exception of one. At this point I feel that 
justice requires that this report include a word of comment on 
the very efficient work of the local board of Christian Education. 
Its duties and the very efficient exercise of same render it second 
to none in the entire church organization. They not only 
respond to but anticipate the needs of a growing church. During 
this first quarter a recreation department has been created and is 
functioning to the delight of both children and adults. The 
numerous games are providing a wholesome means of recreation 
and amusement. And during this quarter also a general church 
school library has been authorized and is well on the road to 
realization. In fact over a hundred books have already been 
provided. A permanent library committee has been appointed by 
the Board of Christian Education. The value of this library in the 
future should prove inestimable. I feel that Hays Ave. has a very 
willing and responsive group of laymen. Our Church School 
numerically is not what we should be, considering its most 
adequate facilities, but general quality is improving, especially 
among children and young people. For an urban church of our 
class, I am sorry to say our finances are noticeably out of 
adjustment. But this condition is bound to readjust itself along 
with the steadily improving spirits of the church. 


The report given by the General Superintendent of the Sunday School to 
the Quarterly Conference on May 14, 1941, shows that the church is growing 
and prospering. There were more than 700 people enrolled in the various 
divisions of the Sunday School in 28 different classes: 


Enrolled in Children’s Division 72 
Enrolled in Young People’s Division 166 
Enrolled in Adult Divisions (2) 351 
Enrolled in Home Department 24 
Number of Officers and Teachers 36 


The minister appointed to the Hays Avenue Church at the Conference in 
1940 was the Reverend Orlando C. Wrather. He was to serve the church for two 
years. 
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Orlando Cleveland Wrather 


Orlando Cleveland Wrather, one of the nine children of S. M. and Sally 
Bazzell Wrather, was born on May 3, 1886, near Murray, Kentucky. He was 
admitted into the Memphis Conference on trial in 1914. His appointments 
included the Camden Circuit, Stephenson’s Chapel, and the churches at Dyer, 
Greenfield, Tiptonville, Milan, Union City, and Ripley before he came to Hays 
Avenue. He had also served, 1931-35, as 
Presiding Elder of the Paris District. After 
Hays Avenue, he served Calvary Church in 
Memphis and Lexington and Clinton in 
Kentucky. During his years of ministry, he 
built three churches, the ones at Tiptonville, 
at Milan, and at Lexington. While he was at 
Calvary Church in Memphis, the debt on that 
church was paid off and the church was 
dedicated. He retired in December of 1953, 
and died just over a month later, on January 
30,1954. 


The Reverend O. C. Wrather and his wife, 
the former Ruby Elizabeth Clark, had two 
children, Donna and Louis. Louis C. Wrather 
was a local preacher and was a member of the 
Quarterly Conference of Hays Avenue 
Church. On August 5, 1942, “the Hays Avenue 
Quarterly Conference by unanimous action 
recommended him to Vanderbilt School of 
Religion as a graduate student.” 


During the war years, the people at Hays Avenue Church found themselves 
involved in various ways. The President of the Woman’s Society of Christian 
Service reported that members of the society were “working at the Red Cross 
sewing room.” 


The very active youth program of the church was suffering from reduced 
numbers. The president of the youth reported to the Quarterly Conference, 
“We have not been having such good attendance at our meetings with all the 
young people in the service.” 


But soon, their number was augmented by the presence of young men who 
were Aviation Students receiving their training at nearby Union University. 


(July 28, 1943): On July 18 the Young People had charge of the 
evening service at church. The speaker for the evening was 
Cadet Ralph Edington from Union University Air School who 
spoke on “Post War Planning.” 


(October 3, 1943): We have had a party at least once a month for 


the members of the fellowship; each time including a number of 
the Aviation Students who are in training at Union University. 
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These Students have been attending church services, and some 
are regular in their attendance at Sunday School. 


At the Quarterly Conference on October 21, 1942, the President of the Youth, 
Barbara Wagster, reported, “At the council meeting each month we plan a 
paper to send to the boys of our church who are in the service.” 


Following is a list of those men and women from Hays Avenue Church who 


served during World War II: 


James Andrews 

Clifford Baker 

Billy I. Barnes 

F. E. Beard 

George G. Beatty 

Agnes Elizabeth Blackmon 
Dolphus Hugh Blackmon 
William Blackmon 

E. Blackwell 

L. L. Blackwell 

Harmon Blaine 

Arthur Clarence Blankenship 
Paul Ervin Blankenship 
Ollie J. Blewer 

Connie H. Boyd 

James Bruce 

Russell Buntin 

George W. Buschbaum 
Jeptha Clemens 

W. L. Coleman 

Elmer Wiley Counce 
James Edgar Dent, Jr. 
Robert Dixon 

Wylie Drummond 
Carroll Alexander Enochs 
Dwight Jones Faris 

J. Trent Faris 

Raleigh M. Fisher, Jr. 
Arthur L. Garrett 

Roy A. Gilbert 

H. Glisson, Jr. 

Forrest B. Gowan 
Douglas Grady Gowan 

E. Earl Hair 

John A. Hawk 

Leonard S. Helm 
William R. Hill 

Jethro M. Holley, Jr. 
Morgan Howard 

William S. Hutcherson 
Woodrow Wilson Ingram 
H. D. Jeffries 

Fred Roy Johnsey 
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John Harry Johnsey, Jr. 
Thomas Leon Johnsey 
James Johnson 

James Edward Johnson 
Wayne Johnson 

Hazel I. Johnston 
Robert C. Johnston 
William T. Johnston 
James D. Key 

Randolph King 

Gilbert LaFon 

Edwin Lasley 
Raymond Kirby Lasley 
James Lauderdale 
Malcolm Lauderdale 

J. S. Lawrence Jr; 
Swanee Lawrence 
Charles Lister 

Edward Locke 

James Anthony Long 
Earl Matthews 

Ray Matthews 

Sam Matthews 

J. C. McAlexander 
Samuel L. McAlexander 
Robert E. McKnight, Jr. 
Kenneth D. Miller 
Harold S. Mitchell 

Dr. Frank A. Moore 
Tandy Morris, Jr. 
George L. Mullins 
Frank D. Nichols 
Richard Thurston Nichols 
H. E. Nourse 

Harris Emile “Tag” Owen 
Cecil B. M. Pearcy 
Walter Glenn Pipkin 
Cecil F. Pope 

Henry Leroy Pope 

Rev. Carl M. Robbins 
Henry C. Roberts 
James Leroy Roberts 
John David Roberts 
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William Rollins Tom David Wagster 
Katherine Rush Earl Walker 

Robert B. Rush Eugene B. Wells 

Sidney C. Rush Bettie Whitehead 
William Rush William Manley Williams, Jr. 
Andrew Burrell Saunders Paul Wilson, Jr. 
William H. Saunders, Jr. Charles R. Witherspoon 
L. L. Scarborough Louis C. Wrather 
Kearron Stegall J. D. Wright 

Chester B. Stout, Jr. Lester Wright, Jr. 

Eulus O. Stratton Clyde Hunter Yandell 
Harry W. Talkington George S. Yandell, Jr. 
Edward Tate Harry Yandell 

Thomas M. Tate William E. Yandell 

Dr. A. R. Taylor Murray D. Young 
Wynburn Taylor James T. Young 

Foch P. Terry Talmadge Young 


Buell Lyndell Vernon 


One man from Hays Avenue Church, Tandy G. Morris, Jr., a grandson of 
Wyatt Adam Taylor, was presented the Bronze Star for heroic action while 
serving as a member of the staff of the United States Army Hospital Ship Emily 
H. M. Weder. His ship took part in combat operations in Southern France, in 
the Italian Combat Zone and later in the landings on Leyte and Luzon in the 
Philippines. Captain Morris‘s citation described some of his actions during the 
war: 


Captain Morris assumed the responsibility of organizing an 
expeditious shore to ship chain of evacuation by means of 
Higgin’s boats and an ingeniously rigged platform attached to the 
available side cargo ports. Acting as liaison officer ashore, he 
coordinated the various activities in the vicinity of the beach- 
heads, exercising a high degree of skill in sorting out the various 
types of wounded. Under enemy air attack and within range of 
enemy artillery, and operating in mine-infested waters, Captain 
Morris worked ceaselessly and with utter disregard for his 
welfare or life, with but one purpose the removal of all battle 
casualties from the beach to the ship for immediate treatment. 


James Edgar Dent, Jr. gave his life for his country in Germany, April 25, 
1944. The Dent Memorial Chapel at Lakeshore Methodist Camp was given in his 
memory. The Chapel was dedicated on August 26, 1952. 


William T. Johnston was killed in action on July 30, 1943. 


110 


The 1940s 


Fred Harris Peeples 


O. C. Wrather was succeeded in the fall of 1942 by the Reverend Dr. Fred 
Harris Peeples, who also stayed for two years. Dr. Peeples, the son of a 
Methodist minister, the Reverend Benjamin F. Peeples, was born on April 2, 
1882. He was an honor graduate of Union University in Jackson, Tennessee, in 
1904. He was admitted into the Memphis Annual Conference in 1908, and was 
ordained Elder in 1910. During the First 
World War, he served as a U. S. Army 
Chaplain. The honorary Doctor of Divinity 
degree was awarded him by Union University 
in 1925. Before coming to Hays Avenue, he 
served the churches at Randolph, Tiptonville, 
Lexington, Ripley, Dyersburg, Covington, 
Lagrange, Rossville, and Moscow. After his 
two years at Hays Avenue, he served St. 
Luke’s, Calvary, and Whitehaven churches in 
Memphis. He served as Superintendent of the 
Jackson District and two terms as 
Superintendent of the Brownsville District. 
He was a member of the Board of Trustees of 
Lambuth College for many years and was an 
active member of the Board of Trustees and 
Board of Managers of the Methodist Hospital 
for twenty-nine years. He attended six 
General Conferences as a representative of 
the Memphis Annual Conference. 


DrPeeplescdied on March 3, 1970. His 
funeral was conducted by the Reverend Frank L. McRae, Superintendent of the 
Memphis District, and by Dr. William S. Evans and Dr. Roy D. Williams, Sr. He 
was buried in Elmwood Cemetery in Memphis. | 


During Dr. Peeples’ tenure as pastor, the members of Hays Avenue Church 
celebrated the church’s seventy-fifth anniversary, and they celebrated the 
event in a most meaningful way. In his report to the Quarterly Conference on 
May 5, 1943, the pastor mentioned the up-coming event: 


The report of the treasurer will show that the finances are in 
excellent condition. All items in the budget are paid up to date, 
including Benevolences, and it seems that the year will be closed 
out with all obligations paid in full. The indebtedness on the 
annex is being liquidated and we are hoping that it will all be 
paid by the middle of February of next year. At that time it is 
hoped that the seventy-fifth anniversary of the organization of 
the Church may be celebrated with one of its features being the 
dedication of the annex. 


The debt was paid, and to the Quarterly Conference on February 2, 1944, Dr. 
Peeples made this report: 
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Plans are being made for the celebration of the 75th Anniversary 
of the Church on February 20, which is Sunday. The Church was 
actually organized on February 21, 1869. There will also be a 
Home Coming in connection with this celebration, and the new 
annex will be dedicated. Dr. C. C. Grimes, District Superintendent 
of Memphis, will preach the sermon in the morning. In the 
afternoon there will be a fellowship service, histories of the 
Church and its organizations will be read, and greetings given by 
former pastors, presiding elders and members. At the close of the 
afternoon service the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper will be 
administered. The Annex will be dedicated at the close of the 
morning service by our District Superintendent, Rev. C. N. Jolly. 


Having paid off the debt on the new Annex, it was time to make repairs to 
the church and parsonage. In May 1944, there was a resolution authorizing 
“the Board of Trustees to borrow $4000.00 for repairs to Church and parsonage 
buildings.” The repairs included a new roof on the church building, the 
painting of the exterior woodwork of the Church, Sunday School Annex and 
Parsonage, redecorating the interior of the Parsonage, repairing the furnace, 
eta 


Hays Avenue Church had a revival each year. There was usually a guest 
minister and a guest song leader. The revival in 1944 began on April 9th. The 
guest preacher was the Reverend W. A. Lamb of McKenzie, Tennessee. The 
song leader was H. Marvin Scott of Milan. Later that year, at the meeting of 
the Memphis Annual Conference, Wayne A. Lamb was appointed to Hays 
Avenue Church. He served as minister of the church for three and one-half 
years. 


Prayer Meeting, 1945 
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Wayne Alexander Lamb 


Wayne Alexander Lamb was born November 6, 1905, in Weakley County, 
Tennesee, about six miles from Fulton, Kentucky. His parents were Giles 
Jefferson Lamb and Elizabeth Ann Midyett. He graduated from Chestnut Glade 
High School and received the B. A. and B. D. degrees in 1930 and 1931 from 
Asbury College and Asbury Theological Seminary. He received the M. A. 
degree from Vanderbilt University. 


On September 27, 1932, he married Susan 
Ruby Breland of Crystal Springs, Mississippi. 
They had two children, Dennis Wayne and 
Barbara Susanne. 


In 1932, Wayne Lamb was appointed to 
Greenfield Church in Greenfield, Tennessee, 
which he served for four years. In 1936, he 
was appointed to Third Street Church in 
Paducah, Kentucky. Soon after his 
appointment, in January 1937, Paducah 
suffered from the worst flood of its history, 
when the Ohio River flooded the city for 
three weeks. The Third Street Church was 
condemned. When the church was rebuilt, it 
was renamed Aldersgate, the first church in 
America to be named for John Wesley’s heart- 
warming experience. Then, he served First 
Church in McKenzie, Tennessee, for four 
years. 


In 1944, he was appointed to Hays Avenue Church in Jackson for a very 
successful stay of four years. During those four years, the membership of the 
church increased from 830 members to 1210. In 1946, while he was pastor of 
Hays Avenue Church, Asbury College conferred upon him the Doctor of 
Divinity degree for his outstanding service to the church. 


He then served Union Avenue Church in Memphis for eleven years. He 
was Superintendent of the Paducah Distrist. He served Madison Heights 
Church in Memphis, and was Superintendent of the Paris and Memphis- 
Asbury District. 


During his career, Dr. Lamb served on many important Boards and 
Committees. He was a delegate to the Southeastern Jurisdictional Conference of 
the Methodist Church on three occasions (1952, 1956, and 1964), and he was a 
delegate to the World Methodist Conference in Oslo, Norway, in 1961. 


Dr. Lamb retired at the meeting of the Memphis Annual Conference in 
1975. He later served eleven years as Minister of Evangelism at Christ Church 
in Memphis. He and Mrs. Lamb live at 3393 Kirby Road, Apt. 117, in Memphis. 


During the decade of the 1940s, Hays Avenue Church experienced its 
greatest period of growth. Each year during that decade the membership 
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increased. In 1940, there were 687 members reported. By 1950, there were 1243 
members, an increase of 81%. In 1951, the church reported the largest 
number of members in its history - 1249. 


The Jackson Sun carried a large picture on March 3, 1946, showing a big 
crowd of people standing in front of the altar of the Hays Avenue Sanctuary. 
The caption to the picture explains that it is the group of people who Dr. Lamb 
had received into the membership of Hays Avenue Church on membership 
Sunday. There were sixty people received into the church that day. 


There is a Church Bulletin from Hays Avenue Church, dated February 23, 
1947. It shows the Order of Worship for the morning service and tells a little 
about the activities of the church during the coming week: 


HAYS AVENUE METHODIST CHURCH 
Jackson, Tennessee February 23, 1947 
REV. WAYNE A. LAMB, D. D., PASTOR 


MORNING WORSHIP, 10:50 


ORGAN PREG D Bence cee cesta Oe ee Quiet Meditation 

OAT A UO), WOR SHULD, , saxaboanesaedgenseineecnse sndaendeaaekns Response No. 589 
(Remain seated with bowed heads) 

PVNivewe: SDiki GOlralla GOMme DOWN ”.......-.0609-+s<nacadiateastekearnracaae No. 183 

OURCONFESSION OF FAITH 

PRAYER, concluded with Response No. 596 by the choir 

CHIMES 

ANTHEM: “The Spacious Firmament on High” 

RESPONSIVE READING... First for 8th Sunday cc.cd...cccceccessec000 Page ol 

GLORIA PATRI 

NOTICES 

OEE TERA GRY cz cece icvsss the dedcat snesedecastectessa ct eh isacanceren seereeatee Response No. 606 


THREE MINUTE ADDRESS BY STEWARDSHIP CRUSADER..... 
er caatcecmt es cee Mr. Harold F. Wallace 


SOLO: “the Plains of Peace st enee cies ieer tees Mrs. W. H. Saunders 
SCRIPTURE LESSON 

SERMON: Wis tenseeccaese ser cauentunccatantsesncesdateieece MEReeen<Rrane Ne artes Dr. Lamb 
HYMN:> “Something For Jesusve. 0 oes cere Noy 9 
BENEDICTION 


Notices in the Bulletin included a City-wide Training School for Christian 
Workers at First Methodist Church. 
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Our revival begins April 13. Rev. F. A. Flatt of Paducah, Ky., will 
preach. Pete & Kathleen Lunati will have charge of the music, 
and young people’s work. 


CONVERSATION GROUPS 
GROUP No. Guide No. Present Place of 
Last week Meeting 
1 T. D. Barham 7 122 Lenoir 
7B C. E. Davis Q wn enn --- 
Ss R. M. Fisher 10 370 E. Preston 
4. Mrs. J. H. Flake 5 215 Division 
3: Rev. E. B. Gowan 5 424 Lexington 
6. Mrs. J. N. Gowan 8 101 Stonewall 
ds Mark Henderson 9 309 E. Preston 
8. Mrs. D. H. Humphreys Uh 643 N. Hays 
9. Mrs. Ira Johnson 15 430 W. Grand 
10. Mrs. Hugh Moore 6 215 Division 
11. Mrs. H. C. McAdams 6 240 Hamilton 
12. R.C. McAlexander 9 101 Stonewall 
13. Mrs. Owen Newsom 13 249 Laconte 
14. Mrs. H. C. Pinkston 9 167 Arlington 
15. Mrs. C. M. Rials 5 323 Forest 
16. Mrs. H. L. Stewart 6 146 Allen 
17. Mrs. Eugene Stout 8 340 N. Hays 
18. Roger Tate 8 At the church 
20. Mrs. E. A. Williams 15 546 N. Hays 
21. H.C. Roberts 18 133 Dupree 
22. Mrs. Leroy Pope 
23. C.H. Yandell 11 106 O’Neal 


OUR NEARBY OPPORTUNITIES 
TODAY Fellowships - Intermediate, 6:15 Youth, 6:45 PM 
7:30 P.M. -- Evening Worship 

MONDAY: 3 P.M. - Circles of W.S.C.S. meet as follows: 

Circle 1 with Mrs. W. C. Blackmon, 546 N. Hays, Mrs. H. C. McAdams, 
Miss Emily Rogers, co-hostess. 

Circle 2 with Mrs. Murray Roe, 101 Stonewall, Mrs. William Mayfield, 
co-hostess 

Circle 3 with Mrs. Robert Dixon, 223 Division, Mrs. Hallie Glover, co- 
hostess 

Circle 4 with Mrs. R. S. Newman, 508 E. Preston 

Circle 5 with Mrs. U. F. Kennedy, 441 Jackson, Mrs. Charles Phillips, 
co-hostess 

Circle 6 with Mrs. R. F. Harris, 586 N. Hays 
TUESDAY: 7:00 P.M. - Boy Scouts meet in Scout House 
WEDNESDAY: 7:30 P.M. - Conversation Groups 
THURSDAY: 7:30 P.M. - Volley ball and basketball games at the Y.M.C.A. 
Hays Avenue plays West Jackson Baptist. 
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Hays Avenue Church was a very busy place. In addition to the active 
Woman’s Society of Christian Service and the Men’s Brotherhood, and the 
large Youth group, there were now Cub Scouts, Boy Scouts, Brownies and Girl 
Scouts. In January 1948, the Board of Stewards recommended that a Junior 
Choir be started. It was organized, and we read in the Minutes of the Board of 
Stewards that they performed for the first time on Easter Sunday, 1948. 


(May 25, 1948): Dr. Moore suggested that the Church send 
the ball teams and their coaches on an overnight trip. 
Motion was made and carried to this effect. Dwight Faris, 
Cm. of Boys work reported the soft ball league would start 
on May 31st, and that our Church had a junior boys team, a 
senior boys team and an adult team. 


Missionary 


In 1948, the matter of extending the ministry of the Hays Avenue Church 
into foreign fields became a matter of discussion. At the January 20, 1948, 
meeting of the Board of Stewards, the following was reported: 


Bro. Lamb brought before the Board the matter of supporting a 
Missionary and read a letter from the Board of Missions with 
reference to the approximate cost of supporting a missionary, 
$1800.00 for a single person or $3600.00 for a couple. He reported 
one member of our Church has offered to pay one-half or $500.00 
if the Church wanted to pay $1000.00 on this work. It was decided 
to wait until the next regular meeting of the Board to discuss this. 


On February 17, the matter was discussed and it was decided that the Easter 
offering at the church would “be devoted to that purpose. The Pastor would 
write a letter to the membership about it.” 


In 1948, the time of the meeting of the Memphis Annual Conference was 
changed from the end of the year (usually November) to June. At that first 
June Conference, the minister at Hays Avenue was changed. Dr. W. A. Lamb 
was replaced by Daniel Robert Overall. It was the Reverend Overall who 
pursued the work of the new missionary program at Hays Avenue. On June 29, 
1948, a committee was appointed to work with the pastor in selecting a 
Missionary. The committee members were R. C. McAlexander, E. D. Terry, and 
Roy Gilbert. 


In July, “Bro. Overall . . . recommended that we send Mr. Joseph M. Davis 
and his wife to the mission field in India...” The following month, a letter 
was read to the Board from the Board of Missions of the Methodist Church 
“confirming the appointment of Rev. Joseph Maxwell Davis as our 
representative abroad.” 


Having gotten all worked up about sponsoring a missionary in far-away 
India, the members of the Board were disappointed to learn that Mr. Davis was 
still in school preparing to be a missionary. They obviously wanted their 
money going “to support another missionary who is now in the field.” In 
September 1948, the pastor read a letter from the Board of Missions 
recommending Dr. Roberts, “who is now in the mission field at Rhodesia.” 
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Motion was made and carried that we transfer our support for one 
year to Bro. Roberts, who is now in the field, and that if the 
money is raised again next year we give this support to Bro. Davis 
if he is available. The Pastor was asked to write Bro. Davis a letter 
explaining our position in this matter. The Pastor read a letter 
from Bro. Davis thanking the Church for all the courtesies shown 
him while here. 


Mr. Davis did become the church’s missionary again. He represented the 
church for about twenty-five years, until his retirement. 


The Continuing Work of the Official Board 


(December 16, 1947): “Leroy Pope expressed his appreciation to 
the Board for electing him recording secretary during his 
absence at the last meeting, but respectfully offered his 
resignation in view of some new duties in his work which would 
require him to be out of town quite often.” 


Miss Kathleen Gilbert was elected to serve as the Recording Secretary. 


The Board continued its responsibilities for taking care of the church 
property. 


(January 20, 1948): Bro. Lamb reported the house on the church 
property had been vacated and a committee had been appointed 
by the Board of Trustees to sell the house, and that a price of 
$250.00 had been offered by a colored man. 


In February, it was reported that the house had been sold for $285.00. In 
March, “the house had been removed from the lot behind the Church and. 
some grading and landscaping had been done.” 


The Board authorized the purchase of “badly needed” hat and coat racks. 
They had the electrical wiring examined and repaired. And on April 27, 1948, 
our old friends, the ‘Fan Committee’ (R. F. Harris, Roger Tate, and Dwight Faris) 
made another appearance and made this report to the Board of Stewards: 


The ‘Fan Committee’ reported they had a meeting with the 
Church Property Committee and recommended four 30” fans were 
needed, 2 for the Young People’s Department, and one each for 
the Int. and Junior Depts., the four portable fans to cost $315.00. 
This recommendation was approved by the Board and the 
purchase authorized. These fans to be purchased from Tate 
Brothers at 40% discount and a vote of thanks was given them for 
this discount. 


(May 25, 1948): Dwight Faris advised that on certain occasions the 
ushers needed some ‘Reserved’ signs, and motion was made and 
carried that the committee secure the necessary signs. 


(September 21, 1948): ... thru the cooperation of a few of the 
men in the Church the Grill in the back lot had been completed. 
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In June 1949, a new hot water heater was bought, and at the same meeting, 
the Board decided that the church would convert from coal to gas: 


(June 21, 1949): Discussion about whether to install a new gas 
furnace, a coal stoker, or a gas burner for the present furnace. It 
was decided to install a gas burner in the present furnace. 


(August 16, 1949): A motion was made by Mr. D. H. Humphrey and 
seconded by Mr. T. R. Lasley that the coal stove in the dining 
room be replaced with gas stove and motion carried. 


The Reverend Dan Overall, Pastor of Hays Avenue Church, was Chairman of 
Arrangements for an E. Stanley Jones Preaching Mission held in Jackson 
during the week, December 12-17, 1948. The meetings were held in the “High 
School Auditorium.” 


The Committee on arrangements has worked out the following 
schedule for music at the mass meetings. The plan is to have a 
large volunteer choir each night with congregational singing 
led by Mr. Sherman Vernon. The center of this choir for each 
evening will be a choir, or combination of choirs, from the 
cooperating church of Jackson. These choirs will be responsible 
for two special numbers on the night assigned to them. These 
specials may be a chorus, solo, or quartet, etc. The director and 
accompaniment for the special number are to be furnished by 
the church or churches responsible for the stated night. 
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MUSIC PROGRAM FOR E. STANLEY JONES 
PREACHING MISSION 
HIGH SCHOOL AUDITORIUM, DECEMBER 12-17 


Sunday night, December 12 First Methodist Church 
Monday night, December 13 Lambuth Memorial Methodist Church 
Tuesday night, December 14 First Presbyterian and First 


Cumberland Presbyterian Churches 
Wednesday night, December 15 Lambuth College 


Thursday night, December 16 Hays Avenue Methodist and 
Trinity Methodist Churches 


Friday night, December 17 First Christian Church and 
Highland Heights Methodist Church 


The growing Scout program at Hays Avenue Church needed more room and 
better facilities. The Board was soon making arrangements to build the Scouts 
a facility of their own. At the meeting of the Board of Stewards on November 
22, 1949, we read that December 11th was the day set to raise money “to pay for 
the new scout house.” On December 20, this was reported to the Board: 


$876.50 cash and $100.00 in pledges raised for the scout house 
fund. A committee was appointed to work out a way to raise the 
balance needed. Committee: T. R. Lasley, T. D. Barham and Henry 
Gilbert. 


(February 21, 1950): Report on the financial status of the scout 
house at this date is: Total cost $4167.13. Cash paid in by church 
members $1021.50. Borrowed from bank $2000.00. Balance 
$1170.89. 


The Scout House, a brick building, 34 x 40 feet, was erected behind the 
church on the northeast corner of the Hays Avenue property. It contained a 
large garage to house the trailer that carried all of the equipment necessary 
for camping trips and a large room for various scouting activities. 


A Protest 


In the 1950s the push for equal rights by black Americans gained 
momentum. The next few decades would be difficult ones. The first sign that 
Hays Avenue Church was about to confront the problem appeared in the 
Minutes of the Board of Stewards, May 17, 1950: 


A set of resolutions was read by Mr. T. R. Lasley protesting some 
articles appearing from time to time in our church literature and 
especially those articles dealing with racial equality. Mr. Lasley 
made a motion that the board adopt these resolutions. After much 
discussion the motion was carried over and agreed that a copy of 
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said resolutions be sent each steward for study and action to be 
taken at our next meeting. 


On June 20, 1950, the Resolutions were voted on. The motion by T. R. 
Lasley that the board adopt a set of resolutions protesting certain 
articles, “especially those on the Negro race,” carried with a vote of 25 
for adoption. This is the letter sent to the General Board of Christian 
Education: 


General Board of Christian Education 
Methodist Churches of America 
Chicago, Illinois 


Dear Brethren: 


We, the members of the Board of Stewards of Hays Avenue 
Methodist Church of Jackson, Tennessee, assembled in a regular 
and duly constituted meeting of said Board, herewith make a 
statement of policy which we believe will best serve the interests 
of Methodism. 


First, we wish to say that we are proud to be members of the 
Methodist Church, and feel it is one of, if not the greatest, 
Protestant Denominations in all the world. We hope, and pray, 
that it will ever remain as such. It is with this thought in mind 
that prompts us to issue this statement of policy in its behalf. 


We believe it is the duty of the Methodist Church (and when we 
use the word ”church,“ we imply it to include all Methodist 
Churches wherever they may be) to be considerate in all things 
and tolerant in all matters spiritually. 


As to tolerance, we are conscious of the fact that there are many 
races of peoples embraced within the membership of the 
Methodist Church; that each and every race is entitled to justice; 
that they should and must be taught the great truths about God 
and His Son, our risen Lord; that much can be accomplished by 
pursuing a course of Christian principles, and omitting entirely 
the political significance, which we feel has not been solely the 
case in the past. 


One thing that has helped to make our church a great church is 
its literature. On the whole, we feel that the literature prepared 
and distributed by our many publishing houses, was written by 
consecrated men and women, highly educated and ably qualified 
by years of experience. For this literature to have its greatest 
effect and fulfill the mission for which it is intended, it has to be 
read and studied by the rank and file of the membership of our 
Church and Sunday School. We know that such is not the case. 


Let us illustrate! There are more than twelve hundred members 
of Hays Avenue Church, yet only 38 members actually subscribe 
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for the Christian Advocate, our official Church paper. There are 
155 members of the Woman’s Society of Christian Service and 60 
members of the Wesley Service Guild, making a total of 215 
members in both organizations and only 60 subscribe for the 
World Outlook - a magazine devoted almost exclusively to news 
articles of interest to its members. 


There’s a real reason back of this lack of interest on the part of 
our membership in these two publications, and that reason is the 
wide disapproval by them of the manner in which its editors deal 
with the Negro problem. For this same reason, there is similar 
disinterest shown by most members of our Sunday School in 
much of our Church School literature. 


As a group of Christian men and women, we are conscious of the 
fact that God is the Father of us all, yet we are equally conscious 
of the fact that, through human nature, which we believe to be 
Divine, there has always been, and will likely continue to be, 
certain social differentiations not only between the various races 
of peoples, but within the races themselves, that make it 
impractical to have one social standard for all, which so much of 
our literature is designed to teach. 


As previously stated, we believe in fairness and justice. We 
further believe it is the duty of the General Board of Christian 
Education, in preparing our literature, to place emphasis on this 
phase of our religious life, and less emphasis on a common social 
standard. 


We feel it is best for our Church, and more in keeping with the 
wishes of the membership as a whole, if those who prepare our 
many publications and Church School literature would devote a 
special section of same to the Negro race, rather than placing 
them together, thus teaching that it is right and proper to have 
only one social standard, as is now being done. So long as the 
latter situation prevails in our literature, so long will the lack of 
interest prevail in our Church Periodicals and Church School 
Literature by the general membership of our Church and Sunday 
School continue. 


It is with some reluctance that we say that we believe the present 
policy of those who prepare our publications and literature is not 
wholly spiritual, but possessed of some political significance. If 
the latter is not true, why does our great Church so grossly 
neglect the spiritual welfare of the Indian races? 


In light of the foregoing facts, and in order that certain desired 
changes in the general policy of our Church publications and 
Church School literature be made to serve the purpose for which 
they are printed and suit the wishes of the membership of 
Methodism as a whole, it is herewith 


RESOLVED, by the Board of Stewards of the Hays Avenue Methodist 
Church that we respectfully request the General Board of 
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Christian Education of the Methodist Churches of America to 
pursue a course as herein outlined in regard to all publications 
and literature gotten out by it: 


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this letter, containing 
this resolution, be sent to the Editor of the Christian Advocate, 
with the request that same be printed in that publication, in 
order that as many members of our Church can be apprised of 
this situation as possible: 


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of same be sent to Bishop W. 
T. Watkins of Louisville, Kentucky, with the request that he take 
proper cognizance of this letter and resolution, and to give same 
his careful and thoughtful consideration, with the further 
request that it be printed in the Memphis Conference Year Book; 
that a copy be furnished Bro. E. L. Robinson, our District 
Superintendent; that a copy be spread on our Minute Book. 


WITNESS OUR HANDS, this the 16th day of May, 1950. 


BOARD OF STEWARDS, 
HAYS AVENUE 


The next month, on July 18, 1950, the Reverend Dan Overall read a letter to 
the Board from the Christian Advocate about the Resolution. They had 
declined to print the portion that dealt with other publications. “A motion was 
made by Mr. J. S. Lawrence that we answer their letter requesting they print 
the resolutions in their entirety or else drop the matter. After much 
discussion Mr. Lawrence withdrew his motion. A motion was made by Mrs. C. B. 
Wilson that the pastor answer the Advocate’s letter, instructing them that we 
desire to drop the matter for the time being.” 


That was the last of that matter for a while. Of course, the problem would 
have to be faced again, but it would take a few years. 
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Daniel Robert Overall 


Daniel Robert Overall was born on November 14, 1905, at Percy, Illinois. He 
married Ruth Hunt of Humboldt, Tennessee. He received his B. A. degree from 
Lambuth College in 1928. He was admitted on trial into the Memphis Annual 
Conference in 1927, was ordained deacon in 1928, was received into full 
connection in 1929, and was ordained elder in 1931. 


He served the Beech Bluff Circuit, 
Providence Church, the Trenton Circuit, 
Schoolfield and Capleville in Memphis, the 
East Brownsville Circuit, and Ridgely before 
coming to Hays Avenue. From Hays Avenue, 
he served Bartlett Church, Fulton, and 
Springdale, St. Matthew’s and St. Stephen’s 
Churches in Memphis. 


Daniely Robert VOveralls’ served as 
Conference Director of Evangelism 1945-48. 
He was chairman of the Conference 
Committee on Group Insurance, and served on 
various boards and committees. Pe 
represented the Memphis Annual Conference 
as a delegate to the World Council of Churches 
in London, England. 


Following his retirement in 1969, he 
served as visiting minister at Springdale 
Church in Memphis in 1973. 


He died on March 3, 1978. His funeral service was conducted at Springdale 
Church, and he was buried in Rose Hill Cemetery in Humboldt, Tennessee. 
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Budget: 1950-51 


World Service: 2100 0B Ea ET ete tecee $1600.00 
DistnictiSupts Salary cc we aes, cc ages. pt eerste tree, ecoead lane 530.00 
PAaStOri SiSAlALYyal.. FRI CAtieceths kc. seiekedeutelndsbedete eee cert acandtratenstacrece rte 5300.00 
ChurchySecretary’ sSSalar yen CER AW Beales weteceoccttnnceraccuorers 1920.00 
Music DirectOrs' Salary ise stile cots iiie. cence secede add aces State Ne 1320.00 
PATHOL SHO Alan Vee. cess te eeetitesscckoecevecucsesadareaaadesesentaneretodese sustoeseferet 1401.40 
COL GAM IS TSO ARAL cent cote cet na oacht Loedclsacavon sd bidoeetecact Atemeeeeta ashlee ssnees 480.00 
BISHOP Seb (LG eace recctecuiste css <.tteesbescccce vedas stodotencsuceetadedesten apsceuatent= 87.50 
SUPCLAMMUACESHEUIN Cee coccscsselicesssverbecducldetes aetds oe toate onnedceewtacdeue 636.00 
IVEEPAETINUIEN SALARY cacerteete cooss ce. esas voce svc cugucasesaseues Poteetmeccte oan ene teas comet 66.25 
CreneralWA Gimiti SPUN Chie sev. s sJeteeloeoledas es boost re eettee tate sate dete ae eeeebese 36.00 
MITISCICHON AAC IN BEIC ss. Bratt. ccoctesdacsdcccsncanitasert nas veteriet ett se rents 52.00 
PISUTI CE WOT Keren tec secce merrats sc Wadch aie dicted faccasees Seeeene he Berean A cases 31.00 
PATH DUC OILED Crpreti a. feccsca<tvostusesusdeevaste te cetttenatacdesteeretereneties 1000.00 
HAUG MBN IESE VV AUC Temenos... oscacascvecesssvadatecaevasestect seteaceansaanuabbavereres 500.00 
IVEUIS 1 Cee cco ee geeee terete sateen sco ens du stet tee docu cl eas tee Mes LATER ER 125.00 
OLPICC SUP DIVES: s,. eter gee ease eke seeshegosesda cote see eee eet N Tc Mea cee eet 500.00 
NOULHGWOLK Weecccssnttrseoseesseac.s0ese cee ec Work toed, de cataa Tes ee ess. aI nL 900.00 
Churensschool Literature... .cestkene, wescssedsees cede as Stenae, Soe ceas 1250.00 
MEASU ATIC Ss rece Cement sre ien ceca on tic shonssnenstoh rede rntaeerene etter: cnakion te 400.00 
CHUmCH Maintenances ccc... cctteeecnst titre cot ee ete tee tome ieee 1800.00 
AGVettising Cc. PUDIICIT Yi 2.7..2e ke acettiten tape ateet eee ate rent ae 150.00 
IMISCEM ARGO Gamtte sss sce pcteessiveccecedecscttet tacestennneerettc a toeante me eS 1200.00 

FLOUAL. SUT, chestrvotesccedees. ate meena Tt ee 52 UZ85e05 


124 


The 1940s 


Members of the Board of Stewards, 1949-1950: 


Barham, T. D. 
Barnes, Jesse M. 
Bell, Ira 
Bingham, A. P. 
Blackmon, Wm. R. 
Blackwell, J. A. 
Cherry. W. 
Davis, C. E. 

Duke, Loyd 

Dyer, Floyd 

Dyer, Frank M. 
Edgin, Velma 
Fisher, Raleigh 
Flake, J. H. 
Gilbert, Henry D. 
Gilbert, Kathleen 
Gilbert, Roy 
Glover, Hallie 
Gowan, J. N. 
Harris, R. F. 


Harrison, Mrs. M. B. 


Harwell, E. B. 
Haskins, William 


Henderson, Mark W. 


Hill, Mrs. Matt 
Humphreys, D. H. 
Johnston, Robert 
Lasley, T. R. 
Lasley, Edwin 
Lawrence, J:.s., Sr. 
McAlexander, A. L. 
McAlexander, R. C. 
McCary, C. E. 
McHughes, J. T. 
Mayfield, Wm. G. 
Moore, Dr. Frank A. 
Moore, W. Hugh 
Morelock, W. S. 
Newman, Mrs. R. S. 
Newsom, J. O. 
Pendergrast, W. C. 
Pickens, Mrs. J. M. 
Pope, Leroy 

Rials, C. M. 
Rodgers, R. L. 
Rollins, Robert 
Stanley, cc. 
Stratton, J. A., Sr. 
Tate, C. Roger 
Tate, Troy 


131 Division 
414 Jackson St. 
215 Division 
201 Pleasant 
620 Highland 
507 E. Preston 
529 N. Hays 
509 Lambuth 
240 Linden 
Route 4 

333 Fairmont 
185 Park Place 
204 Pleasant 
118 Crescent 
Mason Lane 
126 Belmont 
534 Lambuth 
237 Laconte 
424 E. Preston 
586 N. Hays 
114Talbot 
Humboldt Highway 
236 W. King 
309 E. Preston 
668 N. Hays 
643 N. Hays 
(not given) 
Route #2 
Route #2 
Route #2 

101 Stonewall 
428 Jackson St. 
351 Phillips 
120 Hlizabeth 
235 Talbot 
535 Lambuth 
132 W. Grand 
323 W. Forest 
508 Preston 
249 Laconte 
Route #3 

358 Preston 
902 Neely 
357 Roland 
118 Belmont 
402 Fairmont 
25 Sunset Dr. 
305 N. Hays 
142 Dupree 
508 Westwood 
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Terry,.b. D; 
Thomas, C. B. 
Wagster, Tom 
Wallace, W. M. 
Williams, E. A. 


Wilson, Mrs. C. B. 


Winslow, J. E. 
Wyatt, Earnest 
Yandell, C. H. 


1013 Highland 
224 W. King 
Whitehall School 
1205 Martin St. 
362 Preston 

554 N. Hays 

640 N. Hays 

328 Linden 

312 W. King 

200 Person St. 
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The Churches of Jackson in 1950, the pastors appointed that year, and the 
membership: 


J. E. Underwood, District Superintendent 


First Church W. C. Newman 2103 
Hays Avenue Church Dan R. Overall 1243 
Highland Heights Church J. T. Walker 05 
Lambuth Memorial Church JaPalrion 750 
Trinity Church V. H. Burnett Al 


a 
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The Board of Stewards talked more and more earnestly about providing 
additional room for the large and continually growing church in the early 
years of the decade beginning in 1950. In June 1950, we find this report to the 
Board: 


A report given by Mr. Roy Gilbert for the policy committee 
recommended that the board empower the Chairman to appoint 
an expansion committee to formulate plans and start to raise 
funds to erect a two story building adjoining present building 
and to retire debt on scout house. 


One month later, July 18, 1950, the Policy Committee introduced the 
following Resolution: 


WHEREAS, the Policy Committee met July 12 and July 16 for the 
purpose of studying the need of space in order to advance our 
Church program - after checking the figures which show the 
growth of our Church for the last five years and after careful 
examination of the present crowded building, especially the 
Nursery and Kindergarten Departments, the Bess Taylor Service 
Class, the Minnie Lee Morris Class and others, we realize that if 
our Church expects to enjoy a normal growth, something must be 
done to alleviate this unsatisfactory condition. 


The Committee also discussed the finances of our Church and 
agree that we should not consider obligation of the membership 
for the amount necessary to provide adequate space at the 
present. 


We, the Policy Committee recommend that the Board empower our 
Chairman to appoint an active building committee to raise the 
necessary funds to build a two-story building adjoining our 
annex. This fund to be deposited in a local Bank and be 
designated as Hays Avenue Building Fund and that any surplus of 
monies that may accumulate over our present budget, at the end 
of the Conference year be placed to such fund. We also 
recommend that the balance owed on the Scout House of $2,000.00 
be included and paid from this fund at the earliest possible date. 


(Signed) Roy A. Gilbert T. R. Lasley 
Jas. S. Lawrence Frank A. Moore 


The Expansion Committee that was appointed included J. S. Lawrence Sr., T. 
R. Lasley, Roy Gilbert, Troy Tate, and Loyd Duke. 
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By December 19, 1950, the Building Expansion Committee reported to the 
Board that an architect had surveyed the needs of the church. He had drawn 
plans for the room that he felt necessary for the immediate future of the 
church. The Expansion Committee suggested that the Board begin a fund 
raising campaign shortly after January 1, 1951, to raise a total of $50,000.00 
over the next five years, “paying first out of these funds the balance owed on 
the scout house, to take care of necessary repairs and finally to build 
additional room to the present building.” 


A dinner meeting of the Board of Stewards was held on February 20,1951. 
It was attended by a number of people who were not members of the Board. 
The main purpose of the meeting was to launch the campaign to raise money 
for the building. Mr. Leroy Roberts was elected treasurer for the Church 
Expansion Effort. 


By the next month, very good progress was reported on the building 
expansion program. Cash in the amount of $2258.00 was in hand, and there 
was already $5760.00 in pledges. The $2000.00 debt on the scout house had 
already been paid. 


The records of the Board are incomplete for the next several years. 
However, we know that nothing was done about adding to the building during 
that time. On April 20, 1954, however, we find a resolution adopted by the 
Commission on Education and the Workers Council of Hays Avenue Church 
about the need to add more space: 


WHEREAS our church has approximately doubled its membership 
since any enlargement of our church plant; 


WHEREAS the Church School needs more rooms for more classes 
and larger rooms for some of the existing classes; 


WHEREAS it is evident that the future growth and usefulness of 
our church will depend to a great extent upon adequate rooms 
and facilities; 


WHEREAS most of the churches in Jackson of our denomination 
and among sister denominations have recently made, or are 
making, plans to enlarge their church plants, 


THEREFORE, be it resolved that we, the officers and teachers of the 
Hays Avenue Sunday School and members of the Commission on 
Christian Education, go on record as urging the Board of Stewards 
of our church to consider seriously the matter of making such 
additions to our church plant as they deem wise which will result 
in considerable additional room for Sunday School purposes. 


A new committee was appointed to study the needs of the church and to 
decide where a new building should be located. R. F. Harris, R. C. McAlexander, 
Leroy Roberts, Mrs. J. H. Johnsey, and Edwin Lasley were the members of the 
committee. 
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The Beginning of Forest Heights Church 


The members of the congregation at Hays Avenue Church were 
instrumental in beginning a new Methodist Church in Jackson in 1952. 
During the past forty years, the population of the city of Jackson had tripled, 
but in that time there had not been a single new Methodist Church in the city. 
T. Ray Lasley, a Realtor and member of the Hays Avenue Church, enlisted the 
help of the Superintendent of the Jackson District, the Reverend F. A. Flatt, and 
the Board of Stewards of Hays Avenue Church, to help begin a new 
congregation. Mr. Lasley gave two acres of land several blocks west of the 
new Jackson - Madison County Hospital for the new church. The Hays Avenue 
congregation agreed to support the church until it became self-sufficient. 


On August 31, 1952, fourteen people met in the Community Center of 
Westwood Gardens at 11:00 o’clock in the morning, to organize a new Methodist 
Church in the West Forest Street area of the city. 


Through the District Board on Church Extension, Hays Avenue Church paid 
one half of the Forest Heights pastor’s salary over a period of three years. This 
amounted to $1800.00 per year. 


All of the groups in Hays Avenue Church were involved in the project. The 
Youth Fellowship at one point contributed $1,001.25 to Forest Heights. The 
Women’s Society of Christian Service and other groups made several generous 
gifts to the new church. 


The first members of Forest Heights were admitted into membership on 
October 5, 1952. Those who joined until May 24, 1953, were considered Charter 
Members. Of the seventy-seven Charter Members, forty who joined had been 
members of Hays Avenue Church. The Charter members of Forest Heights 
Church were: 


Te Cal. Padvett 18. Ellis G. Harrison 

2. John Howard Flake 19. Mrs. R. L. Sanderson 

3. Mrs. John Howard Flake 20. Mrs. R. E. Callann, Jr. (Ellen) 
(Ava Love) 21. Eugene’ T. Stratton 

4.  T. Ray Lasley 22. Mrs. Eugene Stratton 

5. Mrs. Clarence Miller (Mary E.) 
(Elizabeth) 23. Miss Edna Leona Stratton 

6 Mrs. E. J. Ledbetter (Ressie) 24. C.R. Tate 

7. Mrs. J. H. Marlow (Pansy) 25: & | alelate 

8. Joe H. Marlow 26. Mrs. C. G. Rush (Josephine) 

9 Mrs. J. E. Rushing 27. Ralph L. Sanderson 
(Josephine) 28. B.G. Eaves 

10. James E. Rushing 29. Mrs. B. G: Eaves 

11. Cherry Moore 30. C. J. Wingate 

12. Mrs. W. H. Moore (Wilma) 31. Mrs. C. J. Wingate 

13. W. H. Moore 32. Walter G. Pipkin 

14. W. O. Wyatt 33. Mrs. Walter G. Pipkin 

15. Mrs. W. O. Wyatt (Mary Frances) 

16. Mrs. Patricia McCandless 34. Charles P. Avery 

17. Mrs. J. Mack Jenkins 35. Mrs. C. P. Avery 
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36. Mrs. O. D. Taylor (Catherine) 57. Mrs. William T. Diamond, Jr. 
37. Mrs. R. E. Fulghum (Virginia) 
38. Paul S. McHughes 58. William M. Wallace 
39. Mrs. Paul S. McHughes 59. Mrs. William M. Wallace 

(Delores) 60). «R.oBd Lett 
40. Mrs. G. L. Oliver (Katherine) Ol..aMrsaR. Bal-ett 
41. Gilbert Lewis Oliver, Jr. 62. Paula Tate 
42. Clarence Miller 63. Mary Catherine Tate 
43. Miss Lucy Mae Blankenship 64. Mrs. Ralph Woodard (Naomi) 
44, Mrs. C.R. Tate (Elizabeth) 65. Mrs. J. C. Harrison (Viola) 
45. Tommy Tate 66. Angeley LaBathe 
46. Walter Sanderson 67. Mrs. Angeley LaBathe(Helen) 
47. Mrs. Walter Sanderson 68. Barbara Ann Rush 

(Pauline) 69. Robert E. Cochran 
48. Mrs. Troy Tate 70. Mrs. Robert E. Cochran 
49. Charles R. Tate, Jr. (Phoebe) 
50. Mrs. Charles R. Tate, Jr. 71. E. B. Harwell 
51. Mrs. Minnie Mai Briscoe 72. Mrs. E. B. Harwell 
52. Marie Briscoe 73. J. Owen Newsom 
55. plat yee hush 74. Mrs. J. Owen Newsom (Mallie) 
54. Charles Glynn Rush 75. Earl Walker 
55. Charles Glynn Rush, Jr. 76. Mrs. Earl Walker (Estaline) 
56. William T. Diamond, Jr. din! Joyce; Walker 


The Lawrence Taylor Memorial Parsonage 


Mr. Lawrence Taylor, a life-long member of Hays Avenue Church, and 
long-time member of the the Board of Stewards and the Board of Trustees of 
that church, died on February 5, 1954, His death was reported to the Board on 
February 16, 1954. Resolutions on the death of Lawrence Taylor were read at 
the March meeting of the Board. At that time a motion was made by R. C. 
McAlexander and carried, that a Memorial Fund for Lawrence Taylor be 
established and that it be known as the Lawrence Taylor Memorial Building 
Fund. The $6,000.00 which was left by Mr. Taylor to the Hays Avenue Church 
was to become part of that fund. Mr. Taylor, was born on April 1, 1874, a son of 
Mr. Wyatt Adam Taylor, one of the founders of the church. He had held a 
prominent place in the church, in the business community of Jackson, and he 
had served for sixteen years as mayor of the city of Jackson. 


It was eventually decided to use the funds that were raised to build a new 
parsonage. When the new parsonage was built, the old parsonage next to the 
church was used for the much needed expansion of Sunday School space. On 
October 26, 1954, we see the move underway for the building of the new 
parsonage: 


Mr. Harris, chairman of the committee to investigate the 
property across Taylor Street reported that on account of the 
price and condition of this property the committee had decided it 
might be best to buy a lot somewhere else and build a new 
parsonage, and use the old parsonage and lot for any future 
development. He also reported that he had been offered the two 
lots and old house next to Mrs. Morris’ for $6,000.00 but he 
thought it could be bought for $5,000.00 and his committee 
recommended that we buy these two lots. 
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After much discussion a motion was made by David Bomar and 
seconded by Ray Lasley that the committee have authority to buy 
this property for $5000.00. 


A special session of the Quarterly Conference of Hays Avenue Church was 
called for November 9, 1954. The Reverend F. A. Flatt, Superintendent of the 
Jackson District, conducted the meeting. This Resolution was presented: 


TO THE MEMBERS OF QUARTERLY CONFERENCE 
HAYS AVENUE METHODIST CHURCH IN SESSION 
November 9, 1954 


WHEREAS, the Commission on Education of the Hays Avenue 
Methodist Church has called to the attention of the Board of 
Stewards the crowded condition of our Sunday School and the 
urgent need of additional space to take care of the present needs 
of our church and to make possible the forming of new classes, 


WHEREAS, the Board of Stewards appointed a committee on 
planning and improvement which made a thorough study of the 
present and future needs of our church and ways and means by 
which those needs could best be met, 


WHEREAS, the Committee on Planning and Improvement made the 
following report and recommendations: 


1. That our church should seek to meet its needs and 
opportunities by certain steps to be taken over a period of 
several years. 


2. That the Trustees of our church be authorized and 
empowered to buy the two lots on Hays Avenue, north, and 
adjacent to, the residence of Mrs. Minnie Lee Morris. 


3. That the present parsonage be used for Sunday School 
purposes. 


4. That a Building Committee be appointed and authorized to 
build a parsonage on lots number 583 and 585 on North 
Hays, on either of said lots. 


WHEREAS, the Board of Stewards in accordance with the 
recommendation of the Improvement Committee voted its 
approval of the Committee’s recommendation and voted to buy 
said lots for the site of a parsonage to be constructed in the near 
future. 


THEREFORE, BEIT RESOLVED that this special called session of the 
Quarterly Conference of the Hays Avenue Methodist Church, in 
session November 9, 1954, authorize and empower the Trustees of 
Hays Avenue Church to purchase the aforementioned lots. 


Signed: Robert F. Harris, Chairman 


Sal: 
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Leroy Roberts 

R. C. McAlexander 
Edwin Lasley 
Mrs. J. H. Johnsey 


Things began to move quickly. By November 16th, the lots had been 
bought and the deed had been received. The chairman appointed the 
following committee to see about the building of a new parsonage for the 
Church: Mr. Robert Harris, Chairman; Mr. Jas. S. Lawrence, Mr. J. W. Cherry, 
Mr. Dwight Faris, Mr. Leroy Roberts. 


In December, Mr. Harris reported that the house on the lot had been 
vacated and that “they were ready to have the old building removed, and that 
he had had only one bid of $200.00 but expected to get more bids.” 


The Committee sold the old house on the lot on which the parsonage would 
be placed for $205.50. By the time of the meeting of the Board, on February 16, 
1955,the ground had been cleared and the foundation for the new parsonage 
was ready to be laid. Mr. Harris reported that Leroy Roberts had brought the 
plans and blue prints for the new parsonage, and everyone was invited to look 
them over. A number of people had volunteered to work for free on the new 
building. Mr. W. O. Wyatt had been employed to work on the new building. He 
and Mr. Cherry would supervise the free labor. The Board decided to have a 
“sround breaking” ceremony on the following Sunday afternoon at the new 
parsonage site, at 585 North Hays Avenue. 


(March 15, 1955): Mr. Robert Harris made a report on the 
progress of the parsonage construction. Several men in the 
Church have been donating time to this work and have helped in 
all phases of the construction. Mr. Harris reported that some 
money would soon be needed to take care of the bills that were 
coming in and made a motion that the Church bonds be 
transferred into cash for the building fund. 


A discussion was presented by Mr. Harris concerning air 
conditioning for the parsonage. A motion was made by Mr. James 
Lawrence and seconded by Dwight Faris that the parsonage be air 
conditioned. Motion carried. 


(April 12, 1955): The roof is on the parsonage, and they are 
getting ready to work some at night. 


There was some discussion with reference to making the 
parsonage a memorial to Mr. Lawrence Taylor, and Bro. Wilford 
suggested that a plaque be placed in the Church, and that a 
committee be appointed to promote this plan. 


The committee members were Leroy Pope, Mrs. Willie Henry and Mrs. 
George Yandell. 


(May 17, 1955): The Building Committee reported that all the 


brick work had been completed on the parsonage, and they were 
starting on the porches and the finishing coat on the plastering. 


152 


The 1950s 


Mr. Harris said they thought the total cost would be between 12 to 
$15,000, depending upon the amount of free labor. 


In August 1955, it was reported to the Quarterly Conference that the 
parsonage had been completed. New dining room, living room and kitchen 
furniture had been purchased. “The new home is both comfortable and 
beautiful. Many of our members made sizable donations of labor, materials and 
money during the construction and furnishing of the parsonage.” 


An open house and the dedication of the new parsonage was held on 
Sunday, September 11, 1955. On the following day, The Jackson Sun carried an 
account of the day. 


Dr. Fred H. Peeples, former pastor of the Hays Ave. Methodist 
Church and at one time presiding elder of the Jackson District, 
delivered the sermon at the local church Sunday morning, this 
being a special service arranged in connection with the formal 
opening of the Lawrence Taylor Memorial Parsonage recently 
completed at 585 North Hays Ave. 


An open house was held at 2 p.m. in connection with the formal 
opening of the parsonage. A statement by the pastor, Rev. James 
A. Wilford, opened the ceremonies. Prayer and scripture were by 
Rev. F. A. Flatt as was the dedication of the parsonage home. Mrs. 
William Wagster sang a solo, “Bless This House.” 


Mrs. Peeples, who taught the Bess Taylor Class at the Hays Ave. 
Church during the ministry of Dr. Peeples, was teacher of the 
group Sunday morning. 


A large crowd attended the church service as well as the formal 
opening of the parsonage. 


The picture accompanying the article shows James Lawrence, member of 
the building committee and chairman of the trustees; Leroy Pope, chairman of 
the Board of Stewards; Mrs. M. B. Harrison, chairman, Parsonage Committee; 
Leroy Roberts, Dwight J. Faris, J. W. Cherry, members of the building 
committee; R. F. Harris, chairman of the building committee; and the Reverend 
James E. Wilford. 


In August 1955, shrubbery for the Lawrence Taylor Memorial Parsonage 
was donated by Mrs. Lawrence Taylor. 
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Dedication of the Lawrence Taylor Memorial Parsonage. 


In the meanwhile the Board of Stewards went about the other business of 
the church with the same thoroughness and efficiency that they had always 
exhibited. In June 1953, they authorized the purchase of a new adding 
machine for the church office, to cost approximately $100.00. In September 
1953, they decided to rent a lock box at the bank. 


Motion was made by Tom Barham, duly seconded and carried that 
the Church rent a lock box at one of the banks to be used for 


keeping these bonds!© and any other valuable papers the Board 
of Stewards or the Board of Trustees might want to keep there, 
and that three custodians be appointed, at least two to be present 
before the box can be opened. The following were appointed: Mr. 
James Lawrence; Mr. Tom Barham, Chairman of the Finance 
Committee; Mr. Ray Lasley, Chairman of the Board of Trustees. 


The members of the Board were very proud of this lock box. They put the 
bonds in the lock box. It was a sign of trust and privilege to be voted one of 
those who had access to it. It also became a sign of what was important to the 
members of the board, because everything they deemed important was voted to 
be put in the lock box. 


16 $475.00 was left to the church in August. In September, it was reported that 
a $500.00 bond had been bought with the money, making a total of “$10,300.00 
in bonds deposited with the National Bank of Commerce.” 


134 


The 1950s 


(December 15, 1953): The Lock Box Committee obtained a copy of 
the Church Deed from Mr. J. N. Allen, County Registrar, without 
charge. A letter of appreciation was ordered sent to Mr. Allen. 


There were other matters: 


A piano for the Young People was purchased “for $50.00 from Mrs. Dorothy 
Rhodes, an employee of The Jackson Sun, the delivery charge being $8.00. Mr. 
Ewing Reid, piano tuner, estimated that the piano needed $20.00 worth of work 
- repairs and tuning. This was done. 


(October 20, 1953): There was some discussion with reference to 
asking the City to make Taylor Street parking on one side only, 
and Tom Barham was appointed to attend to this. 


(November 17, 1953): Tom Barham announced that ‘No Parking’ 
signs had been placed on the south side of Taylor Street. 


(January 15, 1954): Rev. J. E. Wilford, pastor, expressed the 
appreciation of the parsonage family for the automatic toaster 
which the church gave them at Christmas. 


(January 15, 1954): The matter of the church going into the 
Social Security Plan was discussed. This would mean that the 
church pay 2% and the Employee pay 2%. Following discussion, 
Dr. Moore made a motion that the church adopt the Social 
Security Plan for its employees. Motion carried. 


(April 13, 1955): Recently, various organizations in the church 
bought 7 pigs to be sent to Puerto Rico under the ‘Corp’ program. 
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James Emerson Wilford, Sr. 


At the Annual Conference in 1953, the Reverend James Emerson Wilford, 
Sr., became the pastor at Hays Avenue Church. Wilford was born in Graves 
County, Kentucky, on October 5, 1908. He graduated from high school in 
Sedalia, Kentucky, and received his B. S. degree from Murray State University 
ine 7: 


Before coming to Hays Avenue Church, he 
served Alamo Circuit, Oakville and Andrews 
Chapel, Puryear Circuit, Troy and Rives, First 
Church in Bolivar, Mullins Chapel in 
Memphis, and First Church in McKenzie, 
Tennessee. Following his four years at Hays 
Avenue, he served Grimes Memorial in 
Memphis, First Church in Union City, 
Galloway Memorial in Memphis, and First 
Church in Somerville. He also served the 
Memphis Annual Conference on a number of 
its boards and agencies. 


During World War II, from 1941-1945, 
James Wilford served as a Chaplain in the 
United States Air Force, where he attained the 
rank of Major. 


After forty years of service to the church, 
the Reverend Wilford retired at the Annual 
Conference in June 1973. In retirement he 
and his wife, the former Mary Catherine 
Langdon, lived at 87 Alta Vista in Jackson and established an active 
relationship with Forest Heights Church. 


James Emerson Wilford, Sr., died on March 21, 1987, at Jackson-Madison 
County General Hospital. His funeral was held at Forest Heights Church, and 
he was buried in Highland Memorial Gardens in Jackson. 


At a meeting of the Board of Stewards in January 1955, the Reverend 
Wilford explained the Expansion Program that was being undertaken by the 
Methodist Hospital. Hays Avenue Church’s portion of the money to be raised 
over three years was $7,500.00. Leroy Pope was appointed chairman of the 
hospital committee. At the meeting of the Board on February 16, 1955, “Motion 
was made by Mr. Davis and seconded by Mark Henderson, that our quota for the 
Methodist Hospital be used to build a room and furnish it as a memorial to 
Reverend J. M. Pickens. Motion carried.” One month later, on March 15, 1955, 
Mr. Leroy Pope reported that the campaign had been very successful. Pledges 
had been received toward the hospital fund for $7,562.00. 
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John David Olhausen 


In 1957, when the Reverend James Wilford was moved to Grimes Memorial 
Church in Memphis, he was replaced by the Reverend John David Olhausen 
The Reverend Olhausen was to be at Hays Avenue Church for five eventful 
years. It was during those years that the church undertook the large project 
of rebuilding its church building. 


John David Olhausen was born on May 15, 
1906, in Lake County, Tennessee, the second of 
nine children. His father died just before his 
fourteenth birthday, and as the oldest son he 
felt the responsibility to help his mother run 
the family farm to support the large family. 
He dropped out of school and did not finish 
his education until much later. 


He married Mary Bolderjack of Gibson 
County on January 26, 1924. The Olhausens 
had five children. 


He continued his education as an adult and 
graduated cum Jaude from Lambuth College 
in 1947. He completed his Seminary work by 
correspondence from Emory University in 
Atlanta, Georgia. He was licensed to preach in 
1940, was admitted into the Memphis Annual 
Conference in 1946, and was ordained elder in 
1952. He served Fowlkes Circuit (1940-41), 
Ralston Circuit (1941-43), Martin Circuit 
(1943-44), Pinson Circuit (1944-49), Clopton-Atoka-Macedonia Circuit (1949-52), 
and Grimes Memorial in Memphis (1952-57) before his ministry at Hays 
Avenue. After his five years there, he moved to Springdale Church in 
Memphis (1962-69), and then First Church in Bolivar, Tennessee (1969-72). His 
last appointment was Forest Heights Church in Jackson (1972-74). After 
retirement in 1974, he continued to work for the Methodist Church. He served 
the Pinson Circuit for four and one-half years, and then served Aldersgate 
Church in Jackson, which he had served as senior pastor when it was Hays 
Avenue Church, until he was hospitalized in June 1986. 


In the Memphis Annual Conference, he served on the Commissions on 
Minimum Salary, Equitable Salaries, Religion and Race, United Methodist 
Hospitals and Homes. He served as president of the Jackson-Madison County 
Health and Welfare Council; member of the Madison County Youth Study 
Committee, assisting Juvenile Court Judge Leroy Pope in working with troubled 
children. He was volunteer Chaplain from 1974-83 at the Jackson-Madison 
County Hospital. He was the vesper service speaker at the January 1978 Golden 
Jubilee Ruritan Convention in Washington, D.C. He received the Pinson 
Ruritan Man of the Year Award in 1982, and the Key to the City of Memphis in 
1979 for service in youth groups, Penal Farm ministry and outstanding 
leadership in the community. 
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John David Olhausen died on March 25, 1989, after a three year battle with 
cancer. His funeral service was held at Aldersgate Church in Jackson. His 
funeral was conducted by the Reverend James Simons and the Reverend James 
Cooper. He was interred in Highland Memorial Gardens in Jackson, Tennessee. 


The Bess Taylor Memorial Organ at Lambuth College 


The generosity of the people of Hays Avenue Church showed itself again in 
1958 with the memorial gift of a new pipe organ for the recently completed 
Chapel at Lambuth College. The three-manual organ, built by the Austin 
Organ Company in Hartford, Connecticut, was given in memory of Bess 
McKevitt Taylor, the first wife of Lawrence Taylor, who died on January 9, 
1938. She married Lawrence Taylor on November 23, 1909, and soon after 
joined the Hays Avenue Church. She had been a teacher in the public schools 
of Jackson. 


She served the Hays Avenue Church for many years as beloved teacher of 
the Bess Taylor Service Class in the Sunday School. She was an active member 
of the Missionary Society and served as a member of the Board of Stewards at 
Hays Avenue Church. She was Superintendent of Literature and Publicity for 
the Memphis Conference of the Methodist Church for eight years. The plaque 
on the organ states: 


BESS TAYLOR MEMORIAL ORGAN 
GIFT OF 
BESS TAYLOR SERVICE CLASS 
AND 
HAYS AVENUE METHODIST CHURCH 


On November 6, 1958, a recital of organ music was presented by Raymond C. 
Boese, M. M., Organist. He played pieces by Stanley, Van Den Gheyn, J. S. Bach, 
Dufay, Buxtehude, Franck, Messiaen, and Reubke. 


The organ was dedicated on November 7, 1958. Those who took part in the 
dedication ceremony included Dr. Luther L. Gobbel, President of Lambuth 
College; the Reverend Raymond W. Council, Superintendent of the Jackson 
District; the Reverend J. D. Olhausen, Pastor of Hays Avenue Church, the 
Reverend James A. Fisher, Sr.; President of the Board of Trustees of Lambuth 
College; and Dr. Ray M. Allen, Professor of Religion at Lambuth. The Lambuth 
College Choir sang for the dedication service, led by Barney M. Thompson, 
Director. 


At the Quarterly Conference held at Hays Avenue Church on September 1, 
1959, “A motion prevailed that a steering committee be appointed by the pastor 
(Olhausen) to consider ways of meeting needs for new building.” The pastor 
appointed Ralph Hassell, James Lawrence, Loyd Duke, Dwight Faris, R. C 
McAlexander, R. H. Phillips, and Wm. Wagster. 


The Steering Committee contacted an architect to study the situation at Hays 
Avenue Church and to make recommendations. This is a letter that was 
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received from Architect William A. Thomas on the state of the church 
building: 


September 15, 1959 


Mr. James Lawrence, Chairman 
Board of Trustees 

Hays Ave. Methodist Church 
Jackson, Tennessee 


Dear Sir: 


At the request of your committee Mr. W. A. Thomas and Mr. 
Charles C. Ross have made a thorough examination of the roof 
structure on the Hays Ave. Methodist Church, Jackson, Tennessee, 
and report as follows: 


The present roof is framed about a series of “A” trusses of 
approximately 8 X 10 timbers supporting 4 x 4 purlins which 
carry a roof structure of 2 X 4 rafters spaced approximately 26” to 
28” o.c. The entire roof was originally constructed without any 
apparent design or pattern, being supported at odd points with 
timbers of varying sizes. The bearings of some of these trusses 
are very questionable. Most of the purlins which are on 
extremely long span have split and deflected, and all of the 
rafters which were originally too small when dimensioned and of 
excessive length and spacing are in an extremely dangerous 
condition. Many of the ceiling joists are also inadequate in size 
and have deflected and rotated to a great degree. 


The roof is, and apparently has been for some time, in a state of 
failure. It is beyond repair and its present condition is such that 
we feel it is hazardous for occupants of the building. To re-roof 
over the present shingles would appear entirely out of the 
question and to send workmen upon the roof would be at extreme 
risk to their lives and safety. 


This roof structure appears to have been in the present state of 
failure for some time and though it might collapse under wind or 
snow load at any moment, if undisturbed it could possibly last for 
an indefinite period. The only recommendation which we could 
make professionally is that the entire roof framing above the 
ceiling should be completely removed. In the event it was 
desirable to preserve the wall structure and general 
arrangement as it now stands, a new roof to be framed consisting 
of light steel construction properly designed and supported on 
steel columns extending downward to a solid bearing with 
spandrel above, since the present wall, though not at present in 
failure, would not safely support the above suggested super- 
structure. This would require the removal of all furniture, pews, 
altar, etc., the boarding up of the present windows to insure them 
against structural damage and in the final analysis a refinishing 
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of the floor, walls, and finished woodwork, which might be 
damaged by weather during construction. 


It is impossible to give a firm estimate on the cost involved in the 
preceding recommendation, but it appears from previous 
experiences in this type of operation that the expenditure would 
be somewhere in the neighborhood of $50,000 to $60,000. 


Attached hereto are photographs taken inside the attic area and 
showing in addition to the structural hazards which exist, the 
type of wiring which is primarily knob and tube with much bare 
wire exposed, the lack of any insulation whatsoever and extreme 
danger from fire. 


The architects will be very glad to meet with your Committee and 
explain any part of the above report. 


Respectfully submitted, 
THOMAS, ROSS, AND STANFILL 


William A. Thomas, (Architect) 


Reports were made to a Called Quarterly Conference on November 6, 1959. A 
Building Committee was nominated at that time. The members elected to that 
committee were Loyd Duke, chairman; Ralph Hassell, Dwight Faris, R. C. 
McAlexander, R. H. Phillips, William Wagster, James Lawrence, Henry Gilbert, 
andi eAaStcatton. 


A Church Conference, a meeting in which the entire church membership 
was invited to take part, was called for December 9, 1959. Here are the Minutes 
of that meeting: 


The meeting was called to order and opened with prayer by Rev. 
Raymond W. Council, District Superintendent. 


Bro. Council called upon Bro. Olhausen who stated that the 
conference had been called with 14 days written notice to all 
Church members for the purpose of acting on proposed plans as 
adopted by a called meeting of the Quarterly Conference. Bro. 
Olhausen welcomed the members to the conference and gave 
remarks of commendation to the Steering Committee and Building 
Committee for the work they had done. 


Bro. Council called for a report from Loyd Duke, Chairman of the 
Building Committee, who read a report from the Building 
Committee explaining the progress and work done by the 
Steering and Building Committees. 


Mr. Thomas with the architectural firm of Thomas, Ross and 
Stanfill, Architects, was introduced by Loyd Duke and called upon 
to further explain proposed and preliminary plans for the 
sanctuary and answer questions from the floor. Mr. Duke stated 
to the conference his desire for each member to express 
themselves or ask any questions which they might have. 
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There were a number of questions asked from the floor about 
types of outside finishes, arrangement of doors, and other matters 
pertaining to the proposed or alternate plans, the questions 
being answered by Mr. Duke, or Mr. Thomas. 


After the discussion, a motion was made by Roy Gilbert that the 
Building Committee be authorized to proceed with plans as 
recommended by the Quarterly Conference with the Committee to 
consult with members of the Church as needed for any 
recommendations, motion seconded by Fred Milam. A standing 
vote was taken with 81 for the motion and none opposed. Motion 
carried. 


Bro. Olhausen closed the meeting with prayer. 


William Wagster, Sec. 


This is the report that was made to the Church Conference: 
To the Members of Hays Avenue Methodist Church: 


For many years we have been discussing a building program, but 
for various reasons we have never been able to get our minds 
together to the extent that we could achieve our goal. A few 
months ago our attention was called to the fact there was a leak in 
the roof of our building and in a discussion at the board meeting 
this lead to a discussion of the general condition of our church 
building. Not only was the leak discussed, but the cracked pews, 
broken sidewalks and the need of paint and redecoration, and 
many other needs. 


At the regular meeting of the official board on August 18, 1959, 
our Trustees were requested to employ an architectural engineer 
and to look into the structural condition of our church building 
and to bring back to the official board a written detailed report. 


At our next regular meeting on September 15, Mr. James 
Lawrence, Chairman of the Board of Trustees, reported on the 
findings of the architectural engineer. Among other things that 
this report revealed was that it would be unwise to think of 
putting another roof on this old building in its present condition. 
It recommended that the roof by all means should come off down 
to the present walls and that a new roof would have to be built 
and supported by steel girders from the ground up. Following 
our board meeting September 15 at the first session of the 
Quarterly Conference, 1959-60, a steering committee was elected 
to study, with the architect and engineer, the ways and means of 
meeting our building needs. Those elected to serve on this 
committee were as follows: Loyd Duke, who was later elected by 
the committee as Chairman, Ralph Hassell, Dwight Faris, R. C. 
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McAlexander, R. H. Phillips, William Wagster and James 
Lawrence. 


At our regular board meeting October 20 as Chairman of the 
Steering Committee I introduced Mr. Thomas of Thomas, Ross & 
Stanfill, Architects, and Mr. Kearney and Hubert Owens of the 
Owens Construction Company, who presented three possible 
plans. 


The first plan was to remodel the sanctuary as it now stands with 
a new roof, steel girders, new floor, new ceiling, doing a face 
lifting job both to the interior and exterior walls at an 
approximate cost of $75,000.00. 


The second plan was to reverse the present sanctuary by moving 
the pulpit, choir, organ, etc. to the East end of the building and 
then to modernize the sanctuary, and in this plan we would lose 
our present basement which would mean that we would have to 
build not only additional space with the rooms that would be lost 
in the present sanctuary but also the room lost in the basement. 
This plan would cost approximately $172,000.00. 


The third plan was to tear down completely the old building and 
to build new from the ground up, taking care of all our needs. 
This plan called for a complete basement under the sanctuary. 
This would cost approximately $252,000.00. However, the 
committee continued to study the possibilities of keeping our 
sanctuary by modernizing and making it up to date and at the 
same time meet our needs. 


After much thought and consideration given to the three plans 
some members of the committee, with the Pastor and the 
Architect, went to Paducah, Kentucky, and looked at the Fountain 
Avenue Church, which before the change was made was almost 
identical to our Hays Avenue Church. So, in consideration of our 
needs and our financial ability we came up with a fourth plan 
which was recommended to, and approved by, a called session of 
the Quarterly Conference, November 8, 1959. 


At the called session of the Quarterly Conference a building 
committee was elected to carry through with our building plans 
when approved by the Church Conference. Members of the 
committee elected were: Loyd Duke, Chairman, Ralph Hassell, 
Dwight Faris, R. C. McAlexander, R. H. Phillips, William Wagster, 
James Lawrence, J. A. Stratton and Henry Gilbert. However, Mr. 
Lawrence was not present when elected and requested that he be 
relieved of his responsibility as a member of the building 
committee. Our Architect, Mr. Thomas, has made drawings of the 
plan as recommended by the committee and by the Quarterly 
Conference for your consideration and approval. 


This plan is for our sanctuary only. Your committee has been 


working with the Architect in regard to more Sunday School 
rooms and adequate space in the Educational Department. 
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However, this study can not be completed until a decision is made 
on the sanctuary. You may rest assured that the committee will 
continue to study our church’s needs in regard to adequate 
Sunday School space and keeping in mind our financial ability, 
and at the earliest possible date will make recommendations for 


your consideration. 


Loyd Duke, Chairman of Building Committee 


The roll was taken of those members of Hays Avenue Church who attended 


the church conference: 


Mary Abernathy 

P. L. Aderholt 
Troy B. Aderholt 
R. D. Alexander 
Zelma Alexander 
Charles E. Allen 

J. R. Andrews 

Mrs. Carl Badgett 
Dewey Baker 

Mrs. Dewey Baker 
Mrs. John E. Barfield 
Mrs. T. D. Barham 
Jesse M. Barnes 
Mike Barnes 

Mrs. G. P. Barnett 
Bruce Barnhill 

E. E. Barnhill 

R. B. Barnhill 

I. S. Bell 

Mrs. Ira Bell 

Mrs. D. T. Bivens 
Neil Bivens 

S. E. Bivens 

Sandra Bivens 
Lucille Bivens 
Mrs. G. M. Black 
Thomas N. Black 
Mrs. B. C. Blackmon 
W. B. Blackmon 
Mrs. W. C. Blackmon 
Mrs. William Blackmon 
Mrs. W. H. Bledsoe 
David Bomar 

Mae Lou Boyd 

C. H. Brady 

Mrs. Wilson Brown 
Doyle Bryant 

Mrs. J. R. Bryant 
Louise Bumpas 
Sydney Bumpas 


Mrs. Ferris Burns 
Mrs. Rayburn Cagle 
Lester Camp 

Mrs. Lester Camp 
Olin H. Cash 

Mrs. J. R. Caylos 
Mrs. I. N. Chamberlain 
Gordon Cowles 

Mrs. Gordon Cowles 
Mrs. Dave Douglass 
Loyd Duke 

F. H. Dyer 

Mrs. F. H. Dyer 
Floyd M. Dyer 

W. R. Edwards 

Mrs. W. R. Edwards 
T. D. Estes, Jr. 
Dwight J. Faris 
Katherine B. Faris 
Kathleen Tate Faris 
Mrs. Otis O. Fesmire 
Lydle Finley 

Mrs. Lydle Finley 
Norma Finley 

Mrs. R. M. Fisher 
Mrs. Jo Gest 
Kathleen Gilbert 
Roy Gilbert 

Mrs. Roy Gilbert 
Hallie Glover 

L. Glover 

E. B. Gowan 

Forrest Gowan 

Mrs. J. N. Gowan 
Billy Hale 

James Hale 

Mrs. James W. Hale 
Bill Hammonds 
Mrs. Bill Hammonds 
Elizabeth Harris 
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R. F. Harris 

Mrs. R. F. Harris 
Mrs. M. B. Harrison 
Ralph Hassell 

Mrs. Ralph Hassell 
Thomas Hawks 

Mrs. Thomas Hawks 
Mrs. Leonard Helm 
Mark Henderson 
Mrs. Mark Henderson 
Mrs. W. B. Henry 
Mrs. James E. Hill 
Damon Hines 

Frank Hines 

Mrs. Norman Hiscox 
Mrs. R. R. Houston 
Mrs. D. H. Humphrey 
Mrs. Wm. S. Hutcherson 
Mrs. Fred Jacques 
Mrs. Harry Johnsey 
Mrs. J. H. Johnsey 


J. H. Johnsey, Jr. 


Leon Johnsey 

Mrs. Ira Johnson 

G. W. Johnston 

Mrs. G. W. Johnston 
Robert C. Johnston 
Mrs. Robert Johnston 
Mrs. J. M. Jolley, Jr. 
Mrs. G. L. Jonas 

Mrs. A. T. Jones 

Mrs. Charles B. Jones, Sr. 
L. E. Jones 

Mrs. L. E. Jones 
Hayes Kee 

Jimmy Kee 

Mrs. J. W. Kinsey 
Josephine Kinsey 
Louis Kinsey 
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James F. Kirby 

Mrs. James F. Kirby 
Mrs. G. Lacey 

Mrs. T. Ray Lasley 
James Lawrence 

Mrs. James S. Lawrence 
Mrs. Bond Little 

Mrs. John Little 

Mrs. J. M. Lockhart 
Jimmy B. Lockhart 
Marilyn Lockhart 
James G. Long 

Mrs. Robert S. Mathis 
John R. Matthews 

Mrs. John R. Matthews 
Adron L. McAlexander 
Mrs. Adron McAlexander 
Mrs. Louise McAlexander 
Mrs. R. C. McAlexander 
Fred Milam 

H. S. Mitchell 

Mrs. Harold Mitchell 
Mrs. Fred Milam 
Cornelia Moore 

Frank A. Moore 

Joy Moore 

W. S. Morelock 

Mrs. W. S. Morelock 
Luther Mullens 

John T. Murphy 

Mrs. H. R. Myers 

Mrs. Franklin Nelson 
Mrs. R. S. Newman 

Joy Olhausen 

Mrs. Minnie Oliver 


Frank Parr 

Mrs. Frank Pate 

Mrs. B. E. Pearcy 
Mrs. Clyde Pendergrast 
W. Clyde Pendergrast 
Mrs. Jim Perry 

W. A. Person 

Mrs. W. A. Person 
Mrs. J. H. Petty 

R. H. Phillips 

H. Leroy Pope 

Violet Pope 

Mrs. Edward Porter 
Mrs. James Raney 

R. M. Rhear 

Mrs. R. M. Rhear 

Mrs. John Robinson 
John W. Robinson 
Mrs. John W. Robinson 
W. F. Rollins 

J. V. Rush 

Mrs. J. V. Rush 

J. W. Rush 

Mrs. J. W. Rush 

Mrs. Lockie Rush 
Miss Betty Saunders 
Nellie May Saunders 
Mrs. John Sawyer, Jr. 
Mrs. Norris Shelton 
E. E. Smith 

Mrs. E. E. Smith 

Mrs. F. L. Stewart, Sr. 
Mrs. Lucille Stewart 
J. A. Stratton 

J. A. Stratton, Jr. 


Mrs. J. A. Stratton 
Mrs. Lawrence Taylor 
Harrel Teddleton 
Mrs. Harrel Teddleton 
Mrs. E. D. Terry 

Mrs. John Threadgill 
Mrs. E. W. Turner 
J.-P. Utley, Sr. 

Mrs. J. P. Utley 

Alex Vernon 

William T. Wagster 

J. R. Wagster 

Mrs. J. R. Wagster 
Tom Wagster 

Mrs. William Wagster 
Welborn Wallace 
Mrs. Welborn Wallace 
Mildred Watt 

Mrs. A. Waynick 
Reid Weaver 

Mrs. Reid Weaver 
Mrs. G. G. Wheat 

Mrs. L. N. Whitmire 
R. H. Whittle 

Mrs. R. H. Whittle 
Mrs. C. B. Wilson 
Mrs. J. E. Winslow 
Carrol W. Wood 

Eloise Woodall 

Jack Woodall 

May Williams 

Earnest Wyatt 

J. P. Wyatt 

Mrs. J. P. Wyatt 
Harry J. Yandell 


The Reverend J. D. Olhausen reported to the Quarterly Conference on 


May 17, 1960: 


One of our main objectives this year has been making plans for 
the necessary repairs and building of our Church. It is true that 


this has been somewhat of a slow process. 


However, we 


anticipated that it would be slow, because we wanted a thorough 
study made and the desires of everyone considered. We believe 
this has been done and that everyone will be pleased when the 
work is done. According to the architect plans will be completed 


within a few days and bids received. 
should be able to let contract not later than July 1. 


It appears now that we 


As you know, there has been no direct effort to raise money for 
the building, yet the funds have come in every week. This 
expressed a good interest on the part of our members. We have in 
the Building Fund today $34,367.37. 
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A Special Session of the Quarterly Conference met on November 15, 1960, to 
hear the bids for the work on the church. 


The Chairman of our building committee, Loyd Duke, presented 
the program in the following manner. 


Lowest bid $221,198 overall bid 


Phase 1 - New part that is to be added to existing 
Educational Building $54,040. 


Phase 2 - Remodeling existing Educational Building 
$62,024. 


Phase 3 - Sanctuary remodeled and refaced $108,503. 


Each phase was taken separately. Plans and need for each was 
thoroughly discussed. 


It was pointed out that this overall bid of $221,198 from O. E. Hearn 
Construction Co. was $34,402 less than the next lowest bidder (Max 
Bishop, Brownsville, $255,600), High bid Lawdermilk 
Construction Co., Memphis, $312,606). 


It was also noted that additional expenses were to be expected as 
follows. These figures were given as approximate. 


Architects fee $13,000 
Organ 12,500 
Budde & Weis Mfg. Co. 8,500 
Carpet 2,000 
Making a grand total of $257,198 


Another Church Conference was held on December 4, 1960. Mr. Duke 
presented the proposal to that Conference, explaining that it was that same 
that had been presented to the Quarterly Conference except for the addition of 
$6000. for tile which had been left out of the original bid. 


Total Bid $221,198.00 
Tile, not included in original bid 6,000.00 
Architects Fee 13,631.00 
New Pews for Sanctuary 7,186.98 
Organ 12,500.00 
Rugs 2,000.00 
Refinish Pulpit Furniture 500.00 
Total $263,015.98 


Mr. Duke further stated that the committee had met and reached the 
conclusion the $150,000 to $175,000 was all that the church should undertake to 
raise at that time and offered the following plan to replace the original one. 
The new educational building was not included in the new proposal. It was 
hoped that the Educational Building could be undertaken at a later date. 
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Total Bid SIZZ 123100 
Architects Fee 7,327.38 
New Pews 7,186.98 
Organ 12,500.00 
Rugs 2,000.00 
Refinish Pulpit Furniture 500.00 
Total $151,637.36 


It was moved by Mr. James Lawrence and seconded by Jack 
Robinson that we reject the first proposal and accept the second 
proposal of $151,637.36. Motion carried (with 7 in opposition. ) 


At the meeting of the Quarterly Conference on December 6, 1960, the 
Reverend J. D. Olhausen directed Leroy Pope and Jack Woodall to draw a 
resolution authorizing the building committee to proceed with the building 
program: 


Mr. E. L. Duke, Chairman of the Church Building Committee, stated 
that at a special call session of the membership of the Church, on 
Sunday, December 4, 1960, the members present by a large 
majority vote approved the plans for remodeling the interior and 
exterior of the sanctuary, and authorized the Church Building 
Committee to secure appropriate financial assistance and 
negotiate the necessary contracts for the work, subject to final 
approval of the Quarterly Conference which had been called to 
meet on this date, Tuesday, December 6, 1960. He stated that 
members of the Building and Finance Committees had obtained a 
commitment from the National Bank of Commerce to loan the 
Church the sum of $80,000.00, at 5-1/2% interest, and which shall 
be repaid in monthly installments over a six-year period. Mr. 
Duke suggested that the Quarterly Conference authorize the Board 
of Trustees of our Church to negotiate this loan. Therefore, upon 
motion made, seconded and duly carried, it was: 


Resolved that the Board of Trustees of Hays Avenue Methodist 
Church composed of Clarence E. Davis, Roy A. Gilbert, James E. 
Lawrence, R. C. McAlexander, R. F. Harris, Dwight J. Faris, and 
Ecton R. Manning be, and they are hereby, authorized and 
empowered to borrow from time to time in the name and on 
behalf of this Church, and for the purposes mentioned, sums of 
money not to exceed a total amount of $80,000.00, that said 
Trustees be, and they are hereby, authorized to borrow said 
money upon such terms and conditions as they deem right and 
proper; that said Trustees be, and they are hereby, authorized to 
issue in making said loan or loans the promissory notes or notes 
or other evidence of indebtedness of the Church, and to do all 
things else necessary or incidental to the procurement of said 
loan or loans. 
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The last service held in the old sanctuary before the remodeling was begun 
was on January 1, 1961. Pictures were made of the old sanctuary on that last 
Sunday. 


In The Jackson Sun, April 7, 1961, there is a picture of the Building 
Committee of Hays Avenue Church, standing in front of the building, where 
remodeling had already begun. The picture shows the pastor, J. D. Olhausen 
and committee members, Jack Woodall, William Wagster, Ralph Hassell, E. R. 
Manning, R. C. McAlexander, E. L. Duke, Henry Gilbert, J. A. Stratton, R. H. 
Phillips and Dwight Faris. The article states: 


A notable event in the church history of Jackson is the start of 
construction of the new church building, costing in excess of 
$150,000. The modern new structure will replace the old 
sanctuary of Hays Avenue Methodist Church which was erected 
in 1894. 


While the new building is in progress of construction, the 
congregation is worshipping in the Powell Chapel at Union 
University. Sunday school services are still being held, however, 
in the church school annex at the rear of the building site. It is 
expected that the new sanctuary will be completed by the first of 
August. 


The cornerstone commemorating the reconstruction was laid on July 16, 
1961. The ceremony took place at 9:40 a.m. on Sunday morning. The Reverend 
J. David Olhausen, the pastor, and the Reverend Raymond W. Council, 
Superintendent of the Jackson District, presided over the ceremony. On the 
following Friday, The Jackson Sun carried a picture of the ceremonies. Those 
pictured were James Lawrence, chairman of trustees; Judge H. Leroy Pope. 
chairman of the Official Board; O. E. Hearn, building contractor; the Reverend 
J. David Olhausen, minister; David Bomar, brick layer and church member; 
Loyd Duke, building committee chairman; the Reverend Raymond W. Council, 
District Superintendent; and Ecton Manning, out-going chairman of the 
Official Board. 


These were the items placed in the corner-stone: 
The Church history, from its origin in 1867 to the present time. 


A Church directory published in 1937, containing the history of 
the Church and the Church roll. 


The Church bulletin for September 11, 1955, along with the letter 
sent to the congregation, concerning the formal opening of the 
Lawrence Taylor Memorial Parsonage. 


Church roster printed in August 1958. 


A Brochure made in 1958 in regard to our Program for Progress 
movement. 


The names of all people who were present for the Church 
Conference December 9, 1959. 
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Copies of the minutes of the Official Board, Church Conferences 
and Quarterly Conferences pertaining to the building program. 


Three pictures taken during the last services held in the old 
Sanctuary. 


A Brochure printed in 1961 for the Every Member Canvass drive. 


Record of the members of the Official Board, Commissions and 
Committees for the Conference years 1960-61 and 1961-62, as 
elected by the Quarterly Conference. 


Budget for 1961-1962. 

New Coins. 

Sunday July 16, 1961 Church Bulletin. 

Sunday July 16, 1961 Edition of The Jackson Sun. 

A photograph taken at the time of the cornerstone ceremony shows, very 
prominently, two names inscribed in the dried mortar that was soon to be 
covered by the cornerstone. The names are “Jethero” and “David.” These 
were the first names of J. M. “Buddy” Holley and David Bomar, both members of 


the Hays Avenue Church and bricklayers on the renovation. They were proud 
of their work, and signed it! 
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The interior after the remodeling. 
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The church building was changed drastically. The interior of the church 
was reversed so that the pulpit, altar, choir and organ, were at the east end of 
the church. With the removal of the old roof, a new one, supported by steel 
columns was installed -- a higher ceiling than the building had had before. 
The building was faced with new brick. Because of the changes in the exterior 
wall and the addition of brick at the top for the new, higher roof, it would have 
been impossible to match the brick that existed. Two new Stained-glass 
windows were installed so that there were now three on each side. The new 
ones were made to match the ones that had been put in the church in 1906. All 
of the furnishings in the remodeled church were new. 
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The Church Organ 


As part of the renovation of the church, the Kilgen Organ that was put into 
the church in 1938 was moved, refurbished, and expanded. The cost of the 
work done by the Toledo Pipe Organ Co., Inc. was $11,216.00. This is the 
specification of the organ after its renovation. The added stops are in capitals. 


The Hays Avenue Organ, 1961 


Great 
8' Open Diapason 
8' Gedeckt (formerly Swell Flute 8') 
8' Gamba (formerly Swell) 
8' Dulciana 
8' UNDA MARIS (replaces Hohl Flute 8') 
4' OCTAVE 
4' Flute Harmonique (formerly Swell) 
227 3: TWELFTH (from Octave) 
Zz FIFTEENTH (from Octave) 
Swell to Great 16' 
Swell to Great 8' 
Swell to Great 4' 
Great to Great 16' 
Great to Great 4' 
Swell 
8' FLUTE 
8' SALICIONAL 
8' VOIX CELESTE 
8' AEOLINE 
4' FLUTE (from Great Flute Harmonique) 
4' VIOLINA (from Salicional) 
8' OBOE 
Swell to Swell 16' 
Swell to Swell 4' 
Swell Tremolo 
Swell Unison Off 
Great Unison Off 
Great Chimes 
Great Tremolo 
Pedal 
16' Bourdon 
16' Lieblich Gedeckt (from Great Gedeckt) 
8' Flute (from Pedal Bourdon) 
4' OCTAVE (from Great) 
4' FLUTE (from Pedal Bourdon) 


Great to Pedal 8' 
GREAT TO PEDAL 4' 
Swell to Pedal 8' 
Swell to Pedal 4' 
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The Service of Consecration for the completed building was held on 
November 12, 1961. Bishop Marvin A. Franklin led the service of consecration 
and preached the sermon at the morning service. The Reverend Raymond W. 
Council, the District Superintendent, and the Reverend J. D. Olhausen also took 
part. The members of the choir were listed in the program: 


Mrs. Mabel Wagster, Director Mrs. James Raney 
Mrs. Bond Little, Organist Mr. Harry Raney 


Miss Clara Barham Mrs. Max Rhear 

Mrs. Delores Blackmon Mr. Wayne Rhear 
Mrs. Ruth Mayfield Mr. W. F. Rollins 

Miss Jean Gilbert Miss Mildred Watt 

Mr. Joe Gilbert Miss Jean Wheat 

Miss Mildred Harris Mrs. W. B. Craft 

Miss Daryl Holley Miss Suzanne Mitchell 
Mrs. Harry Johnsey Miss Linda Gilbert 
Mrs. Robert Johnston Miss Rose Marie Brady 
Miss Marilyn Lockhart Mrs. Gerry Barnette 
Mrs. Clara Mason Mr. Johnny Mullens 
Mrs. Fred Milam Mr. Richard Parrish 
Mr. Seaborn Morelock Mr. Jimmie Porter 


Mrs. Ed Porter 


There were four weeks of Evangelistic Services following the opening of 
the new building. On Sunday, November 19th, the guest preacher was Dr. 
Wayne A. Lamb, former minister of Hays Avenue Church, now at Paducah, 
Kentucky. On November 16, the guest preacher was the Reverend E. V. 
Underhill, from Dyersburg, Tennessee, and on December 10, the guest 
preacher was the Reverend Raymond W. Council, District Superintendent. 
Holy Communion was celebrated on December 3rd, with the sermon by the 
pastor. 


The Church Staff and the Officers of the church were also listed in the 
handsome program for the occasion: 
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REY am) iD POUNAUSEM en ceecsscscrstsetde ea tesedt ae. coc Zaks eTocs afdskccsevesdes Minister 
IMIGS rAIIIOS ATO Vtaesseriacessegettavsteceesrtsave code oecsicbaleuerriitect cbse Church Secretary 
IMIES a VV ANIIATIENVAGS COL :.c.. casecae cose txcacetcesccsenatescexeicecevidoedeusocesaes Choir Director 
DAES OOM GIN CUlGss cones crebeget craveteasts Gorecer eras) cactentrvone ooh case Teet east cceves Organist 
IMISSHI CAT PGND OE Ceres saeco those ee renseacebecete cb tee nkncteesindccnsc Pianist for Youth Choirs 
OFFICERS OF THE CHURCH GROUPS 
PACK WOOCAII seo eich ce ccecsencnceasteecct Sen Ba ek Church Lay Leader 
EOS, POD Cree retaceeyccawcisec cores thacateeranasenadersseauaen coats Chairman of Official Board 
Hugh BlackmOthsccecccceteck tell teessaseeectectece, ate Church School Superintendent 
Mis. Jo THUG eS. ccccccsssesaces President, Woman’s Society of Christian Service 
IMTSo Jit Sy MAD C Coe ses ers cccscsanssescaecosccstese<cs President of Wesleyan Service Guild 
pom FAUT NEE Votan Sfssckz cn accaeysdvusgerssteneseospven etat President of Methodist Men 
Harry Ram e@yiscentircttetrcescccusasccoceseaves President of Methodist Youth Fellowship 
Floyd M. Dyer........... Chairman, Commission on Membership and Evangelism 
BenTy Gil Der seeaat atts cccccteavexarcaastecusts Chairman of Commission on Missions 
START ACY teawacct tener eats ee eis car cacsnsesess es Chairman of Commission on Education 
Loyd Duke, sc.cteeccttns Chairman of Commission of Stewardship and Finance 
Williams Ts WAGSCCR i tessctsn<ossesevensrsvarers Chairman of Christian Social Concerns 
MEMBERS OF THE OFFICIAL BOARD 
STEWARDS 
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Charles E. Allen 
Dewey E. Baker 


Otis O. Fesmire 
L. B. Finley 


Adron McAlexander 
J. T. McHughes 


Charles Beard Joe Fisher Frank Parr 

J. H. Beck Mrs. Virginia Gest R. H. Phillips 

Neill Bivens Allen T. Green R. M. Rhear 

W. B. Blackmon James Hale John W. Robinson, Jr. 
A. G. Brinkley Mark Henderson E. E. Smith 


Harry Bryan 


Mrs. Janie Higdon 


J. A. Stratton, Sr. 


Mrs. J. R. Bryant Robert Johnston Harold J. Teddleton 
Gordon Cowles Hays J. Kee Tom Wagster 

Floyd H. Dyer J. M. Lockhart Carroll Wood 
Dalton Estes J. Robert Matthews J. P. Wyatt 

Miss Velma Edgin Fred Milam Mrs. Jesse N. Gowan 


J. H. Flake 


Rev. E. B. Gowan 
Mrs. C. B. Wilson 


James Lawrence 
Roy Gilbert 


Dr. Frank Moore 


HONORARY STEWARDS 


Mrs. Emma Pickens 


Mrs. R. S. Newman 


Mrs. M. B. Harrison 
Mr. D. H. Humphreys 


TRUSTEES 


C. E. Davis 
R. C. McAlexander 


R. F. Harris 
Dwight J. Faris 
Ecton Manning 


BUILDING COMMITTEE 


Loyd Duke William Wagster Ecton Manning 

Ralph Hassell R. H. Phillips Jack Woodall 

Dwight Faris Henry Gilbert Mrs. Annie Louise Dent 
R. C. McAlexander J. A. Stratton Leroy Pope 


COMMITTEE ON 


Roy Gilbert 


Mrs. Reid Weaver 
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HAYS AVENUE METHODIST CHURCH 
Budget for 1960-1961 


Ministerial Support: 
District Superintendent’s Salary (7% of the Pastor’s Salary).$ 490.00 


Pastor’s Salary 7,000.00 
Pastor’s Car Expense 300.00 
Bishop’s Fund (2% of Pastor’s Salary) 140.00 
Superannuates Fund (15% of the Pastor’s Salary) 1,050.00 


Minimum Salary 
(3 1/2% of the Pastor’s Salary, Pastor pays an equal part)87.50 
Connectional Claims: 


General Administration Fund 75.00 
Jurisdictional Administration Fund 62.00 
District Work 200.00 
”Ten-In-One“ 650.00 
District Church Extension 900.00 
World Service Z,959:00 
Jackson-Madison County General Hospital Chapel Fund 250.00 
Lambuth College Fund 1,500.00 
Wesley Foundation 500.00 
Alaskan College Fund 100.00 
United Tennessee League 100.00 


Local Church Expenses: 
Choir Director’s Salary (1,800.00) Assistant (225.00) 2,025.00 


Church Secretary’s Salary 2,400.00 
Nursery Attendant’s Salary 208.00 
Janitor’s Salary 1,620.00 
Organist’s Salary 750.00 
Fuel, Water, Lights, and Telephone 1,600.00 
Music 100.00 
Office Supplies 1,000.00 
Bulletins 225.00 
Upper Rooms 325.00 
Insurance 1,250.00 
Church and Parsonage Maintenance 1,000.00 
Advertising and Publicity 100.00 
Revival Expense 500.00 
Social Security Tax 200.00 
Miscellaneous 500.00 
Christian Education: 

Literature 1,400.00 
Youth Fellowship and Recreation 800.00 
Vacation Church School 175.00 
Youth Division Petty Cash Fund 125.00 
Audio Visual Aids 125.00 
Children’s Division Petty Cash Fund 250.00 
Leadership Training School Expense 350.00 
Equipment 100.00 
Scouting Activities 50.00 
Church Athletics 175.00 

Total $33,716.50 
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The Churches of Jackson in 1960, the pastors appointed that year, 
and the membership: 


Raymond W. Council, District Superintendent 


East Jackson Church Wilson Jones 199 
First Church W. C. Aden 1590 
Forest Heights Church A. N. Bingham 418 
Hays Avenue Church J. D. Olhausen 881 
Highland Heights Church _ H. F. Clayton 348 
Lambuth Memorial Church H. A. Townsend 720 
Trinity Church P. H. Wiley 488 
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Youth 


In his diary, James W. Blackard mentioned the active and very large groups 
of young people that he found in Hays Avenue Church when he arrived in 
1920: 


The Hays Avenue League was without exception the finest I have 
ever known. The attendance on the devotional meetings was 
from fifty to seventy-five and sometimes a hundred of very 
choice young people, who march in a body from the League room 
to the auditorium of the church for the regular evening services. 


That tradition of large, active youth groups in the church continued 
throughout the life of the church. In the 1950s and 60s, this was particularly 
true. From 5:00 o’clock on Sunday afternoon until after the evening worship 
service, highly organized groups of young people participated in a wide- 
ranging series of activities. Mrs. Mabel Wagster had children’s and young 
people’s choirs, some of whom rehearsed on Sunday afternoon. At one time 
there were four choirs devoted to music by children and young people. Mr. 
Harry Johnsey, the owner of a Sporting Goods Store and a member of Hays 
Avenue Church, organized all sorts of activies for the youth. There was 
volleyball, shuffleboard, all sorts of table games. He organized competitions. 
As part of youth activities, there were league competitions in several kinds of 
sports. We read of baseball teams and basketball teams. Supper was provided 
for all of those who participated in these afternoon activities. Parents were 
responsible for preparing the food, divided into stints lasting a month at a 
time. 


Rosanne Bomar, the Youth Director, was kept busy helping the youth plan 
their programs for the Methodist Youth Fellowship, and seeing that 
everything ran smoothly. The Youth Choir sang for the evening worship 
service each Sunday. All of the young people were expected to attend church, 
and they did. Many were given roles of leadership in the worship service, 
other than singing. 


The active participation and leadership by the adults in the church kept 
these programs active and interesting for young people. The fact that these 
activities were so successful for such a long time is probably the reason that 
Hays Avenue Church has one of the best records in the Memphis Conference 
for providing young people for service in the Methodist ministry and in roles 
of leadership within the church. 


Ministers who came from Hays Avenue Church 


In 1954, the Reverend James E. Wilford, Sr., wrote an article about the men 
who had gone into the Methodist ministry from Hays Avenue Church. The 
information about these men is taken from that article and from the Memphis 
Conference Journals. 


Jerry E. Bell, earned his A. B. degree from Lambuth College in 1949 and 
his B. D. degree from the Cumberland Presbyterian Theological Seminary in 
1953. He served five years as pastor of a charge while completing his 
education. He was admitted to the Conference in 1950 and ordained a Deacon in 
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1952. In 1946 he was appointed to Silerton Circuit; in 1952, Trimble Circuit; in 
1955, Oakfield-Mt. Carmel; in 1956 he transferred to the North Mississippi 
Conference; in 1964 he transferred back to the Memphis Conference and was 
appointed to Carmel-Concord-Lebanon; in 1966, Marvins-Union; in 1967, 
Emmanuel-Union; in 1969, Northside in Paducah; in 1973, Symsonia- 
McKendree; in 1975, Bardwell-Corinth; in 1980 Brienburg-Maple Spring 
(Director Lakeland Min.); in 1983, Trinity Church in Paducah; in 1988, Kevil- 
New Liberty, and in 1990, he retired.. 


Arthur Nowell Bingham joined Hays Avenue Church when he was five 
years old. He entered the ministry in 1945. In 1947, he served as president of 
the Conference Methodist Youth Fellowship. He was ordained Deacon in 1950. 
He was ordained Elder and received into the Memphis Conference in full 
connection in 1951. In 1946, he was appointed to Fairview Circuit; in 1947, 
Milan Circuit; in 1949, he was in School; in 1951, he served Atwood-Shiloh; in 
1952, he was Associate Minister at St. Luke’s Church in Memphis; in 1955, 
Raleigh; in 1959, Forest Heights in Jackson; in 1963, Lexington; in 1966, 
McKenzie; in 1968, Aldersgate Church in Memphis; in 1974, Grace Church in 
Memphis; in 1978, Broadway Church in Paducah; in 1982, First Church in 
Mayfield,; in 1985, First Church in Murray. He retired in 1992. 


Oren Drew Brewer was admitted into the Memphis Conference on 
Probation and ordained Deacon in 1987. He was ordained Elder and received in 
Full Connection into the Memphis Conference in 1990. In 1986, he was 
appointed to Pinson-Bear Creek; in 1988, Bethlehem-Water Valley-Wesley; and 
in 1992, Henning-St. Paul’s. 


Marion Stafford Dees was received on Probation in the Memphis 
Conference in 1950. He was ordained Deacon and was received into full 
connection in 1952. He was ordained Elder in 1953. In 1951, he was appointed 
to Bethel Springs; in 1952, he was Associate Minister at First Church in 
Mayfield; in 1952, Gates Circuit; in 1955, Salem-Lessenberry's Chapel; in1957, 
First Church in Parsons; in 1959, Munford In 1963, he took Sabbatical Leave; 
and in 1964, he took the status of Honorable Location. In 1989, he was 
readmitted and Retired. He lives in Albuquerque, New Mexico. 


Clyde E. Erwin. In 1949 when Clyde Erwin answered the call to preach 
there were some who thought that perhaps he was making a mistake because 
he had never graduated from high school and, though very young, already 
had the responsibility of a wife and two children. But Brother Erwin had 
heard the Master’s call and determined to follow His leading. He said that he 
knew the way would be rough but just as he had served an apprenticeship in 
his trade as carpenter he was willing to serve the Divine Apprenticeship. Was 
not Christ a carpenter? So he continued his carpenter work and attended 
night school until he had completed the necessary requirements for college 
entrance. Then he enrolled in Lambuth College. He served as student pastor 
nine months on the Beech Bluff Circuit and three years on the Fairview 
Circuit. In June 1954 he received his B. S. Degree from Lambuth. Surely this is 
an example of, “I can do all things through Christ.” (James E. Wilford) 


Harry Horace Estes graduated from Lambuth College receiving the B. A. 


degree. He received his B. D. degree at the Cumberland Presbyterian 
Theological Seminary. He served as Jackson City Mission pastor while 
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attending Lambuth. He was recording secretary of the Board of Evangelism 
and Executive Secretary of the Commission on Town and Country Work. He was 
received on Probation into the Memphis Conference inl1940. He was ordained 
Deacon in 1942. He was ordained Elder and received into Full Connection in 
1942. In1940, he was appointed to Second Church in Paris; in 1942, Mt. Vernon 
Church in Memphis; in 1943, Hollow Rock Circuit; in 1945, Humboldt Circuit; 
in 1946, Milan Circuit; in 1947, Garland-Elm Grove-New Salem; in 1950, East 
Brownsville Circuit; in 1954, Arlington Station; in 1956, Kevil; in 1960, 
Associate Minister at Union Avenue Church in Memphis; in 1964, Temple; and 
in 1971, Stephenson’s. In 1975, he was given Disablity Retirement; and in 1977, 
he retired. He lives in Memphis. 


Doug Gilbert, the son of Henry and Rubye Gilbert, was recommended for 
license to preach by the Quarterly Conference of Hays Avenue Church in 1955. 
He was ordained Deacon in 1960 and Elder in 1967. He received his Bachelor 
degree in 1959 from Lambuth College, the Bachelor of Divinity degree from 
Duke in 1963, and the Th. M. degree from Duke in 1965. He is presently the 
pastor of Central United Methodist Church in Charlotte, North Carolina. His 
sister Jean Gilbert also went into the ministry from Hays Avenue Church. 


J. C. Gilbert was born in Haywood County, Tennessee, on September 16, 
1901. He graduated from High School there and then taught in Haywood 
County until he was elected principal of Pope High School in Jackson. He 
received his Bachelor of Arts degree from Union University in Jackson, and 
his Master of Arts degree from Memphis State University. Lambuth College 
conferred the Doctor of Divinity upon him in 1966. He served Second Church 
in Paris, Shiloh Circuit, East Clinton Circuit, Dyer Circuit, Obion, St. Mark’s in 
Memphis, Collierville, Galloway Memorial in Memphis, and First Church in 
Mayfield. He was Superintendent of the Lexington District and served the 
church in Germantown. For sixteen years, he served as of member of the 
Board of Trustees of Lambuth College. After retirement, he served as visiting 
minister of First Church in Jackson. He died on October 26, 1981. 


Edwin Bruce Gowan was licensed to preach in 1920 and for twelve years 
served as pastor of churches in the Paris and Lexington Districts. In 1932 it 
became necessary for him to give up pastorate work but that in no way 
lessened his zeal for the Master nor caused him to cease from his services in 
the Kingdom of God. He returned to Hays Avenue Church and is a much loved 
and respected Local Preacher. Brother Gowan also teaches a class of men in 
the Church School every Sunday. (James E. Wilford) 


Harrell Ray Graves was born in Jackson, Tennessee, on April 1, 1925. He 
attended Lambuth College, Murray State, and took some extension studies from 
Memphis State. He did his theological studies at Candler School of Theology at 
Emory University. While he was a student at Lambuth, he joined Hays Avenue 
Church and on December 6, 1949, was licensed to preach by the Jackson 
District on the recommendation of the Hays Avenue Quarterly Conference. He 
was ordained Deacon in 1960 and ordained Elder in 1962. In 1965 he was 
received into full membership of the Conference. He served these churches: 
Rehoboth, Hornsby, Lebanon-New Hope-Pisgah, Trinity-Pleasant Grove-Salem, 
Middleton-Reaves, Trimble-Mason, Hall-Union Grove, Trenton Circuit, 
Gadsden-Center-Cypress, Bradford, Stanton-Marvin’s Chapel-Dancyville. He 
died on November 10, 1977. 
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Ernest Wesley McKinnie, the nephew of Dr. J. C. Gilbert, was born on 
April 19, 1927, in Jackson, Tennessee. He was given his first preaching 
assignment before he graduated from Jackson High School. He received his B. 
A. degree from Lambuth College and his Bachelor of Divinity degree from the 
Cumberland Presbyterian Seminary. He was ordained Deacon in 1952, and 
ordained Elder in 1954. He was received into the Memphis Conference in Full 
Connection in 1953. These were his appointments: 1944, Fairview Circuit; 
1946, Tabernacle Circuit; 1947, Whiteville Circuit; 1949, Trimble Circuit; 1951, 
Mt. Zion-Pleasant Valley; 1954, Middleton Station; 1957, Jackson., Highland 
Heights.; 1959, Tiptonville; 1965, First Church in Huntingdon; 1972, First 
Church in Brownsville; 1977, Mullins in Memphis; 1980, Schoolfield; and in 
1985, First Church in Mayfield. He retired in 1988 and died the same year, on 
August 15, 1988.. 


Eppy Hardy Martin moved to Arkansas and served as a Methodist 
minister in the Arkansas Conference. 


Robert Council Mayo, Jr., was licensed in November, 1933. Before 
entering the ministry, Mayo had taught school for a number of years. He 
served as the principal of several high schools, including the ones at Bemis, 
Tennessee, at Kenton, Tennesse, and at Andalusia, Alabama. He also taught for 
a period of time at Columbia University. During World War I, he volunteered 
for service in the Air Force, and while in combat during that war was shot 
down over France. After entering the ministry, he served the Huntingdon 
Circuit, Bethel Springs in the Lexington District, Temple and Embury, 
Germantown, Schoolfield Memorial, and Longview Heights Churches in the 
Memphis District, First Church at Dresden and the First Church in Henderson, 
Tennessee. During his ministry, he also taught Methodist doctrine and polity 
at the Cumberland Presbyterian Theological Seminary in McKenzie, 
Tennessee, before the Seminary moved to Memphis. 


Mayo retired in 1957 and moved to Henderson, Tennessee, where he died on 
June 20, 1960. 


Richard P. Smith. The Reverend Richard P. Smith was Youth Director at 
Hays Avenue Church when he was recommended for license to preach by the 
church’s Quarterly Conference. He later served as minister of the church 
when it became Aldersgate Church. See page 204. 


Harold Fowler Wallace was born March 10, 1922, the sixth of eleven 
children. He joined the navy on December 8, 1941, and was stationed at Pearl 
Harbor as a Hospital Corpsman. He was a Chief Petty Officer by the age of 22. 
He graduated from Lambuth College in 1949 and from Vanderbilt School of 
Religion in 1952. He served the Hickory Valley Circuit, New Shiloh-Mifflin, 
and the Camden Circuit while a student. He served First Church in Parsons, 
Dyer, Capleville, St. Paul’s Church and St. Stephen’s Church in Memphis, First 
Church in Henderson, First Church in Somerville, and Greenland-Davant 
Church in Memphis. He died on May 2, 1985. 


Roy D. Williams, Sr., was admitted on trial into the Conference in 1932, 
was admitted into full connection and ordained Deacon in 1934, and was 
ordained Elder in 1936. His first appointment was Saltillo in Hardin County. He 
served at Mercer, Tennessee; Arlington-Milburn, Kentucky; Benton, Kentucky; 
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Fountain Avenue in Paducah, Kentucky; First Church in Mayfield, Kentucky; 
and was Superintendent of the Paducah District for five years. In 1955, he 
moved to First Church in Memphis and served that church for sixteen years 
and four months, until he retired. He was a member of the Conference Board 
of Education, a member of the General Board of Publications, a Trustee of 
Lambuth College, and a Trustee of Lakeshore Methodist Camp. He was a 
delegate to the General Conference of the Methodist Church in 1952 and a 
delegate to Jurisdictional Conferences in 1952, 1956, 1960, 1964, and 1968. He 
was awarded the Doctor of Divinity degree by Lambuth College in 1960. (See 
page 82.) 


William E. Yandell became a minister in the Chicago area. 


The Reverend James E. Wilford mentioned others who were licensed to 
preach on the recommendation of the Quarterly Conference of Hays Avenue 
Church. From 1886 to 1896 besides “Exhorters” the following were 
recommended for license to preach: Virgil B. Humphrey, J. C. Cason, W. F. 
Mackey and E. B. Freeman. There was also one Deaconess - Miss Jennie 
Williams. 
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The 1960s 


Mrs. Bonnie Raney 


In 1961, Mrs. Bonnie Raney became the secretary of Hays Avenue Church. 
She had been a member of the church since 1946. Mrs. Raney grew up in the 
Malesus community south of Jackson. After graduating from high school, she 
moved to Jackson to work. Her first job was at a dime store. That was followed 
by a job at Central Service, a billing office for TVA. It was while she worked 
there that she married James Raney. The 
couple have one son, Harry. Shortly after 
their marriage, the Raneys joined Hays 
Avenue Church. Mrs. Raney became active in 
the Woman’s Society of Christian Service and 
in the Minnie Lee Morris Sunday School Class. 
She was a faithful member of the choir. The 
Raneys lived in the shadow of the church, at 
208 Jackson Street. Mrs. Raney has said, “It 
was so easy for us to go to church. All of 
those years, that was all we did, just go to 
church 


Later, Mrs. Raney was for ten years 
cashier for Rosenbloom’s Department Store. 
After attending West Tennessee Business 
College, she began looking for another job. It 
was then that the Reverend J. D. Olhausen 
offered her the job as church secretary. 


She told about being hired: 


= 


Brother Olhausen came to see me about this job. I didn’t want to 
be a church secretary. He kept insisting, and so I went to work. | 
had no earthly idea what I was supposed to do. There was nobody 
to help me. I had never seen a Mimeograph machine! I had no 
earthly idea what to do with it! His daughter, Joy, was in Lambuth 
at that time, still living at home. The time came to do the bulletin. 
He said that he would get her to come down there to show me how 
to work it. She came down there on Friday morning. I didn’t 
know how to cut a stencil. I didn’t know a thing about it! She 
showed me what to do and how to put the stencil on the 
Mimeograph, and that’s the only training I ever had. 


From that time on, that Mimeograph and I worked hard! 
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They must have worked very hard. At the Board meeting on January 18, 
1966, the Reverend Denver W. Anderson “reported the Mimeograph machine is 
worn out and that Tom Lawler’s had offered a good deal on a new A. B. Dick 
machine.” 


Mrs. Raney’s dedication to Hays Avenue Church has made her an 
invaluable member of the church and one of its staunchest sources of 
strength both in the decades that she worked for the church and since her 
retirement in 1982. She worked for the church in the period of transition to 
its new setting. She is still active in United Methodist Women, the successor of 
the Woman’s Society of Christian Service. She is now the teacher of her 
Sunday School Class. The name was changed from the Minnie Lee Morris Class 
to the Mildred Watt Sunday School Class in 1980 to honor their teacher. Mrs. 
Raney has taught the class since 1989. 


Work on a Church History causes one to remember events and people that 
have been important to one’s life in the church. Mrs. Raney remembered 
several people who deserve mention. 


There was a lady named Mrs. Dezonia who had charge of the 
flowers. There were always beautiful flowers in the church on 
Sunday. Most of the flowers were grown by people in the 
church. This was before the days when one just called the florist 
and had flowers delivered to the church. There were huge 
wicker baskets that stood inside the communion rail on each side 
of the pulpit. You needed to talk to Mrs. Dezonia before you 
brought flowers to the church. 


When I went to work at Hays Avenue Church, Ernest Gale was the 
custodian. Ernest was an old man then. He’d been around for a 
long time. One funny thing that I remember happened while 
Brother Olhausen was the minister. He had a meeting of 
preachers of the District. They were strung out all over the 
church in various rooms. Brother Olhausen told Ernest that he 
wanted him to ring the bell at 10:30 so that they could all come 
back together in the Sanctuary. 


Ernest didn’t understand that he meant the Sunday School bell. 
At 10:30, Ernest went down and started to ring the big church bell 
- and he rang, and he rang, and he rang that big bell. My 
telephone came alive! People came rushing into the church 
wanting to know what in the world had happened. Poor Old 
Ernest -- Brother Olhausen was so outdone with him. 


When Ernest died, we hired Richard Bridgeman. Richard was 
really my friend. He was at the church for a long, long time, a 
really good, conscientious custodian. He kept the church so 
clean! The kitchen was always spotless. He was always the first 
person there and the last one to leave. He became a fixture. 
Everyone knew that Richard was going to be there. I came to 
depend on him. He was always there to do anything that needed 
to be done. 
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Denver W. Anderson 


The Reverend Denver W. Anderson replaced the Reverend John David 
Olhausen in the pulpit of Hays Avenue Church in January 1962. Soon after his 
arrival, his family were honored at a reception in the basement of Hays 
Avenue Church. He was a graduate of Lambuth College. He came to Jackson 
from the First Methodist Church in Lexington. Before that, he served the First 
Churches of Dyer, Tiptonville, and Camden, 
Tennessee. He was married to the former Miss 
Glen Marsh of Beech Bluff and they were the 
parents of two children, Martha Sue and 
David. 


The Reverend Denver W. Anderson was 
chosen to be a delegate to the Bicentennial 
Celebration of American Methodism in 
Baltimore, Maryland, April 21-24, 1966, while 
he was serving Hays Avenue Church. The 
church paid the way of the pastor and his 
wife to attend the conference. 


He served Hays Avenue for over six years, 
until 1968. From there he served Longstreet 
Church in Memphis and the First Methodist 
Church in Dresden, Tennessee. Denver W. 
Anderson retired from the active ministry in 
1979. He lives in Huntingdon, Tennessee. 


A handsome Steinway piano was presented 
to Hays Avenue Church soon after the building was remodeled. It was used for 
worship services in the Fellowship Hall when the congregation moved to the 
new location at Campbell and Parkway. It was moved to the Sanctuary when 
that building was finished and is now used in the Choir Room. The piano was 
given in memory of several children of families in Hays Avenue Church. 


June 10, 1962 
To Hays Avenue Methodist Church 
In Memory Of 
Evelyn Hyacinth Johnsey James Crutcher Rush 
George White Johnston, Jr. David Norris Shelton 
Ann Marie Wagster 
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The Church Building 


It was not long after the building was remodeled that the Board of Stewards 
were repairing and making other improvements to the building. Only two 
years after the completion of the construction, we find that the roof is leaking: 


(November 21, 1963): The roof on the church is leaking and 
damaging plaster. Estimated cost - $1,000.00 


In February 1964, the Board voted that places “will be reserved in front of 
the church for the loading and unloading of the elderly and handicapped 
people of the church.” 


In July 1964, “Mrs. Gest said a couple of people had slipped on the north 
steps leading down to basement and suggested a hand rail should be installed. 
Bill Hammonds volunteered to install the rails. Hugh Blackmon stated a light is 
needed on corner of building to light basement steps. The chairman gave 
instructions for the light to be installed.” 


The outside doors of the Sanctuary were changed in the early part of the 
year 1965. The new ones were glass with aluminum frames. The new doors 
cost$1476.00. 


In March 1966, a new public address system was installed: 


Two column speakers and one microphone and accessories have 
been installed in the sanctuary at a cost of $322.30. 


New Methodist hymnals were bought for the church in 1966. They cost 
$3.00 each. Some of the old hymnals were given to Brown’s Methodist Church. 


In 1968, the Organ Console was lowered. 


Bill Hammonds said that if there were no objection from the 
Board, he would like to have Mr. C. E. Davis lower the Organ 
(Console) in the Sanctuary and remove the greenery that is now 
behind the Organ, and the bill would be paid by Mrs. Hammonds 
and himself. There were no objections. 


The Parsonage 


Improvements were being made to the Lawrence Taylor Memorial 
Parsonage. In January 1964, the Board of Stewards voted to buy new bedding 
“not to exceed $300.” In March 1966, the members of the Board heard that the 
washing machine in the parsonage was in bad shape and that “the parsonage 
is in need of a good chair.” A new washing machine was bought at the 
Goodyear store. “The big chair from the parsonage has been sent to Tapley 
upholstery for repair.” (April 19, 1966). 


Later the same year, in July, it was decided to enclose the porch on the 
south end of the parsonage. 
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After much discussion about what kind of room should be made 
from this porch, the chairman asked the property committee to 
make a study of what should be done and report back to the Board. 


In November 1966, this report was made to the Board: 


It was brought to our attention that the pastor is being bothered 
by undesirable people who are not interested in any help from 
him and often they are drunk. The chairman appointed a 
committee of the following, Fred Milam, chairman; Neil Bivens, 
Leroy Pope, Harry Hughes, Forest Gowan and the Pastor to 
investigate some means to prevent these trespassers, maybe to 
build a fence around the parsonage property. 


The Hurricane Fence Company submitted the low bid for the fence that was 
erected around the parsonage property. The price was 70¢ per foot and $4.00 
for each corner post. The total cost for the chain link fence was 
approximately $500.00. 


(December 16, 1969): Roy Gilbert suggested that we give some 
thought to selling the parsonage to colored people by the end of 
the conference year as it seems now that it may be surrounded by 
colored people by that time. 


In February 1970, the members of the Board of Stewards voted to sell the 
parsonage. A Charge Conference was called for March 17, 1970. Dr. Carl 
Robbins, the Jackson District Superintendent, presided over the meeting. The 
vote by the congregation to sell the parsonage was 70 for and 82 against the 
proposal, so the parsonage was not sold at that time. However, by 1974, the 
majority were in favor of the sale, and the parsonage was sold. 


In accordance with the call notice which went to the 
membership of the church the recommendation of the 
Administrative Board was presented to the Charge-Church 
Conference. This recommendation was that the trustees be 
authorized and directed to sell the parsonage at 585 N. Hays 
Avenue and to buy a new parsonage in a suitable location if this 
seems to be the most practical course of action. The vote was 86 
for the recommendation, none opposed and 2 abstaining. Dr. Carl 
M. Robbins was President of the Conference and Mrs. James 
Raney was Secretary. 


On September 10, 1973, a committee was appointed to locate “another 
parsonage in a more desirable location.” The members of the committee were 
Bruce Gowan, chairman; John Simpson, Bill Wagster, Harry Johnsey, Bill 
Hammonds and Margaret (Mrs. Norris) Shelton. 


In October 1974, we find, “The parsonage on Hays Avenue has been sold and 
one purchased on Montclair. The new one is very comfortable and located in a 
very nice neighborhood.” The house at 205 Montclair Drive was bought for 


$29,500.00. 
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Parking 


In the 1960s, parking was becoming more and more of a problem. Many of 
those who were still members of the church had moved away from the 
neighborhood of the church. They were driving back to the church instead of 
walking to church. On March 16, 1965, there was discussion on the parking 
problem. 


Mr. Johnsey, of the city traffic department, had surveyed the 
church lot and says that by cutting some trees, and removing the 
back porch of the old parsonage a double drive can be made on 
the north side of the old parsonage and about 20 more cars can be 
parked. 


One month later, the Board voted to make a new entrance drive between the 
church and the old parsonage. Before anything was done, there was another 
report to the Board: 


Jack Woodall stated that he has many complaints against the 
plans to make the new drive between the old parsonage and the 
church and that he, personally, has been directing the parking 
in the rear of the church and that this space seems adequate for 
the time being. He asked permission to delay making the drive 
way for a month to see how things shape up and with no 
objection this will be done. 


The parking problem was not solved, and in October 1966, the Chairman of 
the Board appointed J. W. Holmes, Dewey Baker, Fred Milam, Harold Mitchell 
and F. M. Dyer as a committee to investigate the possibility of buying some lots 
across the street from the church for parking. In January 1967, it was 
recommended that the property at 533 and 543 North Hays Avenue be 
purchased for parking. The house at 533 North Hays was torn down and the lot 
was “black topped” for parking. The other house was rented. 


Racial Conflict 


During the 1960s and 1970s, the Hays Avenue congregation was being faced 
squarely with the problems that resulted from the push by African-Americans 
for racial equality. The church resisted the changes that were happening 
around them, but face it and deal with it they must. 


In March 1964, there was a resolution passed by the board against actions 
by the National Council of Churches. In 1966, there was protest against the 
combining of the Southeastern and Central Jurisdictions of the church. The 
Central Jurisdiction was the only Jurisdiction in the Methodist Church that was 
not geographical in nature. It included the black congregations of Methodists. 
Nearly all of the churches in the Central Jurisdiction were within the bounds 
of the Southeastern Jurisdiction of the church. 


Hugh Blackmon asked for the feelings of the board about 


combining the Southeastern and Central Jurisdictions of the 
Church. Several members expressed the belief that they should 
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not be combined. Bro. Anderson reminded us that the times and 
trends are changing and that any decisions he has to make will, 
in his judgement, be that of a Christian minister. 


Finally, we find this in the Minutes of the Official Board at Hays Avenue 
Church: 


September 19, 1967: 


Bro. Anderson related the changing condition of our world and 
the debated matter of the seating of colored people in Hays Ave. 
Church. He said, “I must let you know my convictions, all of us 
will not agree, but we must respect each others thoughts. (1) I 
cannot think of Christ closing the Church doors to anyone. (2) I 
represent the Christian Ministry, called of God, and Christ died on 
the Cross for all men. (3) As it is the law of our Church and as 
Pastor of a Methodist Church, we are not to exclude anyone from 
our Church. I can no longer leave anyone in doubt of how I feel. 
(4) I honestly believe if we continue to close our doors, we 
endanger our Church and property. We should quietly seat them. 
I cannot give anyone the right to close the church doors to 
anyone. We cannot run from an issue; we must face it.” 


The matter was then discussed at length with almost everyone 
voicing an opinion, some for and some against the issue. Bro. 
Anderson was asked who actually had the authority to make this 
decision, the Pastor or the Board. He said that technically the 
Pastor has the authority but that he realized that he could not run 
the church alone and that he would like to have the support of 
the Board. Tom Wagster made the motion that we seat the colored 
people if they come. Seconded by Rayburn Cagle. A further 
discussion followed, after which Loyd Duke made a motion that we 
table the motion on the floor, seconded by Billy Spain. A standing 
vote showed 12 for and 17 against. After prayer by Adron 
McAlexander, the first motion was acted upon by a standing vote. 
19 voted to seat the colored and 11 voted not to seat them. 


Dropping Attendance 


Throughout the decade of the 1960s, the ministers of the church stressed 
the importance of attendance at the worship services. An alarming drop in 
attendance was noted. The members of the Commission on Membership and 
Evangelism were busy each week visiting prospective members. 


The event which most emphatically affected the fate of the Hays Avenue 
congregation was the integration of the public schools in Jackson. This 
happened at the beginning of the school year in 1968. Until that time the 
white children of Jackson had attended Jackson High School, and the black 
children had attended Merry High School. After integration, the city was 
divided geographically, generally along Royal Street. Those students to the 
west were to attend Jackson High. Those to the east would attend Merry High. 
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With this geographical assignment, Jackson High School was predominantly 
white and Merry High School was predominantly black. 


There was immediate reaction by the residents. Families moved away from 
the neighborhood around the church, which was squarely in the Merry High 
School district. 


The two high schools were consolidated into one large campus in the 1970- 
71 school year, but the damage to the old Hays Avenue neighborhood was done. 
The neighborhood around the church changed drastically. On several 
occasions, Mrs. Raney would arrive at work to find that the church had been 
broken into and ransacked. The neighborhood that had consisted of hard- 
working, middle-class families had changed. We read of a report of one of 
these families in the Minutes of the Board, September 14, 1966: 


Fred Milam reported that we have some home mission work that 
needs doing, specifically, a family of three boys and three girls 
directly across street from church that needs help in the way of 
food and clothing. Mrs. Hair reported that the Ladies of the 
church had already helped this family some and that they would 
try to get more clothing for them. 


Deciding the Church’s Future 


At the meeting of the Board on October 10, 1971, a report was made by “a 
special, unofficial committee” which had been meeting “in the interest of the 
future of this church.” 


They have been discussing and studying about some projects that 
we might start that would help the church to serve the 
community. 


Mrs. Irene Wheat, speaking for the committee reminded us that 
Hays Avenue Methodist Church was founded over one hundred 
years ago in a middle class community. This Church served the 
community well and grew until in 1952 there was a membership 
of 1200. In the last few years things have been changing. Some 
members have moved to other communities and some members 
have moved to other churches, so we now find we are ina 
community of poor people, elderly people and a large segment of 
the citizens are Negroes that have moved in as the population has 
shifted. This means we need to change some of our ways if we 
continue to serve the community. Therefore, we are concerned 
about what is going to happen to all phases of the interests of the 
church. We think that Hays Avenue Church has a purpose for all 
people in the community in every area of life. 


Mrs. Marilyn Kemp explained that some of the projects we might 
do are: Tutoring, giving college students a chance to do this work. 
Personal hygiene, teaching people maybe both young and old 
how to keep clean and how to dress. Housing - working with 
property owners to keep premises clean and in good repair. 
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Recreation during week days, day care center, family planning 
clinic and a community relations program open to all people of 
the community. 


The church established a tutoring program for school children in the 
neighborhood around the church. Mrs. Raney told about it: 


Hays Avenue Church tried to minister to the neighborhood. It 
was Cecil Page’s idea, and the Board went along with him. They 
Started a tutoring program. The children would come from 
Whitehall School in the afternoon after school. There would be 
40 or 50 children. They would walk down to the church. The 
United Methodist Women served refreshments. Several black 
teachers from the city volunteered to come and help students 
with their lessons, and they got students from Lane College who 
came to help. 


While the work of the church in the neighborhood was having its effect, 
the church was finding it increasingly difficult to continue. Church 
membership began to drop more rapidly. 


In May 1960, before the plans for the rebuilding of Hays Avenue Church 
were finished, the Reverend J. D. Olhausen said to the Quarterly Conference: 


In this section of our city we have no reason to expect a growth 
in our Church membership. But I do feel that bringing our 
building and facilities up to date and working together in the 
Spirit of our Lord, it is reasonable to expect to retain a 
membership of over 800 members for some time. 


At the meeting of the Memphis Annual Conference several weeks after that 
statement, he reported that the church had 881 members. The membership of 
the church stayed between 800 and 900 throughout the decade between 1960 
and 1970. 


MOOS 57 1966 - 880 
1962-889 L967-375 
1963 - 883 1968 - 875 
1964-881 1969-856 
1965 -878 1970-810 


In the decade that followed, the number of members declined quickly. 
Members of the church, who had moved away from the neighborhood, were 
unwilling to go the longer distance to a neighborhood that they feared. 


1971-794 1979-476 
1972 - 760 1980 - 459 
1973-729 
1974 - 689 
TOS 055 
1976-546 
OV 7-919 
1978 - 496 
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In 1975, Union University, only two blocks from Hays Avenue Church, 
which, for all of the life of the church had been a stabilizing influence on the 
neighborhood, moved to its new campus in the northern part Of, the city. 


Cecil Leo Page 


Cecil Leo Page replaced Denver W. Anderson in the pulpit of Hays Avenue 
Church at the Annual Conference in 1968. He was born in Carlisle County, 
Kentucky, on November 29, 1922, the first child of Jewell O. and Maud Page. He 
received his formal education at Murray State University, at Bethel College and 
at Emory University. He was married to Marjorie Ann Graves of Bardwell, 

Kentucky, on December 15, 1944, and they had 
one son, Mark. 


As pastor, he served Trinity-Pleasant 
Grove, Hazel, Reidland, Clinton, Hickman and 
Benton in Kentucky, and the churches in 
Newbern, and Germantown in Tennessee 
before coming to Hays Avenue. He moved 
from Hays Avenue to Union Avenue Church 
in Memphis in 1973. 


In 1974, Cecil Page became: Crusade 
Director for the Office of Finance and Field 
Service of the Board of Global Ministries. 


Cecil L. Page died on September 27, 1979, 
after a long bout with cancer. His funeral 
was held at First Church in Jackson, and he 
was buried in the Roselawn Cemetery in 
Bardwell, Kentucky. 


There were certainly a great many things going on in the church during 
this time. There was still a continuing Youth Program. In July 1964, Mrs. Pat 
Wiley was employed as Youth Director for a period of nine months. 


In November 1965, it was announced that Mrs. Thelma Little was retiring as 
organist after many years of service. The Board passed a Resolution: 


WHEREAS, Mrs. Thelma Little, has served the membership of Hays 
Avenue Methodist Church for many years as the valuable and 
faithful organist of the Church, and 


WHEREAS, the services rendered by this dedicated lady exemplify 


that devotion to duty and that degree of integrity required of a 
qualified church musician, and 
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WHEREAS, Mrs. Little has decided to relinquish her strenuous 
duties as our church organist, but to remain a loyal church 
member, 


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Official Board of the 
Hays Avenue Methodist Church, at Jackson, Tennessee, in regular 
meeting on the 21st day of December, 1965, that we acknowledge 
the outstanding and devoted service of Mrs. Thelma Little as 
Church Organist, express our deep gratitude for her untiring 
efforts, and extend our best wishes for her future well-being and 
happiness. 


Mrs. Wm. A. Steppe was hired to replace Mrs. Little. Mrs. Steppe did not stay 
long, and soon she was replaced by Mrs. Thelma Little. Mrs. Little resigned 
again in August 1968. 


The Chairman reported that our Church organist, Mrs. Thelma 
Little, is resigning the last of this month. Someone has been 
found to replace her.” They voted to send her a letter and a gift to 
express their sincere appreciation. “The cost of the gift not to 
exceed $252” 


There were to be more repairs to the building: 


(February 15, 1966): The property committee reported that they 
found many things that needed attention immediately. New door 
to men’s rest room in the basement, repair roof of scout house, 
roof on south side of old parsonage and all eaves. Ceiling in the 
kitchen, Wesley Hall and under the bell tower. 


Hugh Blackmon speaking for James Kirby, Church Maintenance 
Chairman, said the bath room in the old parsonage needs 
repairing, the Church bell rope needs repairing, and a window 
over the old Church office needs replacing. 


At the meeting of the Board on March 19, 1968, it was announced that Mrs. 
Mabel Wagster had resigned as Choir Director, effective June 1, after twelve 
years of service. 


In May, at a called meeting of the Board, it was announced that Mr. Dick 
Brown had been hired to direct the Adult Choir on Sunday morning with 
Special music. Mrs. Wagster agreed to direct the Youth Choirs. “Mr. Brown 
and his family would move their membership to Hays Ave. Church. Mrs. 
Wagster has talked to Mr. Brown and agreed to work with him. After a lengthy 
discussion a motion was made by Hugh Blackmon, seconded by Jack Robinson, 
to accept the recommendations of the Music Committee and hire Mr. Brown at 
$150.00 per month. The motion carried by a 16 to 2 vote.” Mrs. Mabel Wagster 
continued to work with the young people until June 1973. 


In March 1968, Richard P. Smith, a Lambuth student, was hired as Youth 
Director. In May of the same year, the Quarterly Conference of Hays Avenue 
Church recommended Mr. Smith for license to preach. Richard Prentis Smith 
returned twelve years later as minister of the church. 
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On August 20, 1968, the Board was suddenly taken to task by the ever- 
vigilant Mrs. Raney, “A point of order was raised by Mrs. Bonnie Raney on the 
selection of one, not on the Official Board, as vice-chairman. Following some 
discussion this was adjudged a bit irregular. . ” The problem was referred 
back to the Nominating Committee. 


(October 15, 1968): “The Secretary stated that the Nominating 
Committee having been called to act on a selection for Vice- 
Chairman were pleased to report that Marion Lockhart had 
accepted.” 


One proposed solution to the declining church membership and attendance 
at the church during this period was to combine with another Methodist 
Church having the same problems. On November 22, 1968, at a called meeting 
to hear a report of the Long-range Planning’ Committee, there was a proposal 
by Highland Heights Methodist Church for a merger of Hays Avenue Methodist 
Church with Highland Heights. After a lengthy discussion, a motion was made 
by John Simpson, seconded by J. A. Stratton, Jr., that the Long Range Planning 
Committee be given the authority to continue to talk and get as much 
information as possible from Highland Heights Methodist Church and report 
back their findings to the Hays Avenue Methodist Church Board of Stewards on 
November 26, 1968. The motion carried by a vote of 32 to 3, and 3 not voting.” 


(November 26, 1968): “The meeting was turned over to the 
Chairman of the Long Range Planning Committee, Mr. Jack 
Robinson, he was assisted by Mr. Sam Spain and Mr. Paul Gilbert 
from Highland Heights Methodist Church on explaining to the 
board members a proposal by Highland Heights for a merger of 
Hays Avenue Methodist Church with Highland Heights Methodist 
Church. After explaining the plans for a merger, Mr. Spain and 
Mr. Gilbert were excused. A lengthy discussion was held. Mr. 
Jack Robinson recommended to the board that a resolution be 
drawn up for a proposed merger and presented to the quarterly 
conference. At this time, Mrs. H. E. Hair made a motion, and it was 
seconded by Forrest Gowan that this resolution be tabled. This 
motion to table the resolution was ruled out of order as we did not 
have a motion on the floor, only a resolution. Mrs. Hair and Mr. 
Gowan withdrew the motion and second. Loyd Duke made a 
motion to appoint a committee to adopt a resolution to be 
presented to a called meeting of the quarterly conference for a 
proposed merger of Hays Avenue Methodist Church and Highland 
Heights Methodist Church, being seconded by E. E. Smith. Mrs. 
Hair made a motion to table this motion, seconded by Forrest 
Gowan. Mrs. Hair’s motion failed to carry by a vote of 6 for , and 
23 against, 11 not voting. Mr. Duke’s motion carried by a vote of 
22 for, 4 against, 11 not voting. Bill Hammonds appointed the 
same people that were serving on the Long Range Planning 
Committee to serve with the addition of John Simpson.” 


On December 17, 1968, it was decided to have meetings which included the 


entire congregation to discuss the proposed merger with Highland Heights, “to 
get the feeling of the congregation before we continue with the merger.” 
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Four meetings with the congregation were held. 196 people attended these 
meetings. “The results of the ‘straw’ vote taken at the meetings indicated 140 
people in opposition to the merger, 53 people in favor of the merger and three 
persons were undecided.” 


Loyd Duke moved, seconded by Jack Robinson, the resolution 
committee continue with its previous authorization by the board 
to present a plan of merger of the Hays Avenue and Highland 
Heights congregations to the quarterly conference. Bill Wagster 
moved, seconded by Mark Henderson, that Mr. Duke’s motion be 
tabled. After discussion Mr. Wagster agreed to withdraw his 
motion. Vote on Duke’s original motion showed 12 board 
members in favor of the motion and nine members opposed to the 
motion. Motion carried. 


(April 15, 1969): R. C. McAlexander made a motion that the board 
accept the recommendation of the long range planning 
committee and not consider any further the proposal of merging 
the church with Highland Heights. This motion carried. 


There were also negotiations for merging the congregations of Hays 
Avenue Methodist Church and Trinity Methodist Church in Jackson. In April 
1975,Dr. Carl Robbins, the Superintendent of the Jackson District, announced 
that he would contact the Trinity congregation about merging with the Hays 
Avenue congregation to build a new Church. This didn’t work out either. 
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OFFICERS AND MEMBERS OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE BOARD AND THE 
CHARGE CONFERENCE, 1970-71: 


Page, Cecil L. 
Gowan, E. B. 
Aderholt, Troy 
Allen, Chuck 

Baker, Dewey 
Bivens, Neill 
Blackmon, Hugh 
Bomar, Mrs. David 
Brown, Harvell 
Brown, Richard 
Brown, Mrs. J. Wilson 
Butler, Chester 
Cagle, Rayburn 
Cain, Mrs. Bobby 
Canter, Mr. and Mrs. Ron 
Davis, Clarence 
Faris, Dwight 
Gilbert, Henry 
Gowan, Forrest 
Hammonds, Bill 
Henderson, Mark 
Holmes, John W. 
Humphrey, J. D. 
Johnsey, Mrs. Harry 
Killough, John, Jr. 
Kirby, James 
Lockhart, Marion 
McAlexander, Adron 
McAlexander, R. C. 
McHughes, Mrs. J. T. 
Naylor, Jack 

Parr, Frank 
Person, Walter, Jr. 
Raney, Mrs. James 
Robinson, Jack 
Rodgers, Robert 
Shelton, Margaret 
Simpson, John 
Spain, Billy 
Wagster, Tom 
Wagster, William 
Wheat, Mrs. G. G. 
Winslow, Elton 
Woodall, Jack 


Harris; KF; 
Trustees: (Class of 70-71) 


(Class of 71-72) 
(Class of 72-73) 


Minister 

Lay Pastor 

At Large 

At iarce 

At Large 

Trustee 

Health and Welfare Representative 
Director of Christian Education 

At Large 

Music 

Education 

At Large 

Superintendent of Study Program 
Chairman, Worship Work. Area 
Coordinator, Youth Ministries 

At Large 

At Large 

Chairman, Missions Work Area 

At Large 

Chairman, Administrative Board 
At Large 

Lay Leader 

Chairman, Social Concerns Work Area 
President, Women’s Society of Christian Service 
At Large 

Chairman, Evangelism Work Area 
At Large 

Recording Secretary 

Coordinator, Family Ministries 

At Large 

Chairman, Council on Ministries 
At Large 

At Large 

Financial Secretary 

At Large 

At Large 

Coordinator, Children’s Ministries 
At Large 

At Large 

Chairman, Ecumenical Affairs Work Area 
Treasurer 

Membership Secretary 

At Large 

Chairman, Stewardship Work Area 


Honorary 
Harold Mitchell, Robert S. Matthews 


Neill Bivens, Tom Wagster 
Dwight Faris 
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The Churches of Jackson in 1970, the pastors appointed that year, and the 
membership: 


Carl M. Robbins, District Superintendent 


East Jackson Church W. M. Tidwell 205 
First Church Paul T. Lyles 1510 
Forest Heights Church Jerry B. Carr 555 
Hays Avenue Church Gecil L. Page 810 
Jackson Parish Church Martin Crockett 152 
Lambuth Memorial Church Clarence E. Hare, Jr. 7/76 
Northside Parish Church Frank I. Madden 248 
St. Andrew Church Pittman Marbury 287 


(formerly Highland Heights) 


Trinity Church James O. Wright 358 
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The 1970s 


In the mid-1970s, Hays Avenue Church had two ministers who stayed for 
two year tenures. The first, the Reverend John Edward Stavely, began his 
pastorate in 1973. 


John Edward Stavely 


John Edward Stavely was born in the town of Dover, in middle Tennessee in 
1919. He graduated from Dover High School. After two years in the Navy, he 
enrolled at Lambuth College. He attended Lambuth for four quarters and then 
transferred to Peabody College in Nashville. He did his Seminary work at 
Vanderbilt School of Religion. He married on January 25, 1947. 


John Stavely’s first appointments was 
Clifton-Neptune Circuit in the Tennessee 
Conference. His first appointment in the 
Memphis Conference was Finley-Richmond 
Circuit (1956). He then was appointed (1959) 
to First Church in Finley, (1961) Reidland, 
(1967) Lone Oak, (1968) Munford, (1971) 
Malesus, and then (1973) Hays Avenue in 
Jackson. In 1975, he was appointed to St. 
Paul’s in Memphis. In 1982, he retired. 
Upon retirement, he and his wife, Zantha, 
returned to Tipton County. He lived there, 
playing an integral role in the life of the 
church, visiting the sick, welcoming 
newcomers, and assisting in services of 
worship, until his death on September 20, 
1993. Funeral services were held at the First 
United Methodist Church in Munford, 
Tennessee. Burial was at Hart Cemetery in 
Dover, Tennessee. 
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James E. Simons 


James E. Simons began his ministry at Hays Avenue Church in 1975. He 
was born on May 11, 1922, and grew up in Madison and Gibson counties near 
Medina in west Tennessee. He graduated from high school at Spring Creek in 
1941. After high school he volunteered for the Navy and served for twenty 
years. In those years he saw duty in more than fifty countries. Seven of those 
years were spent as an Instructor and 
Supervisor of Aviation Training at Millington 
Naval Air Station near Memphis. 


Simons married Miss Margaret Browning and 
they had three children: Jimmy, Onnie and 
Virginia. 


When his navy career ended, he enrolled at 
Memphis State University and graduated in 
1966. He then enrolled in Memphis 
Theological Seminary and received the 
Master of Divinity degree. 


Simons served the churches at Piperton, 
Bolton, Atoka, and Grace Parish in Humboldt 
before his two years as pastor at Hays Avenue 
Church. In 1977 he was assigned to First 
Church in Bolivar - Extended Ministry; in 
1982 to Ripley First Church; in 1984 to 
Gibson’s-Moore’s Extended Ministry; and in 
1985 to Faith United Methodist Church in the 
Brownsville District. He retired in 1985 and lives in Jackson, Tennessee. He 
attends church at Aldersgate Church, the congregation of which he is the 
former pastor. 


On March 20, 1972, it was announced to the Board that the debt from the 
remodeling of the church building had been paid in full. The dedication of the 
church was held on May 28, 1972. Dr. Carl M. Robbins preached the sermon at 
the morning service and led the service of dedication. 


A list of options concerning the future of Hays Avenue Church was given 
to the congregation for consideration. The congregation needed to choose the 
course of action which would determine their future. 


In the light of the situation which now exists in the community 
where Hays Avenue is located, there would seem to be four 
options. The first option may not be realistic at this time but 
should be included in the over-all look at possible directions in 
which the church may move. 


1. Remain in the present location and try to develop a program of 
Community Ministries for the people who now reside in the 
community. This would include a Day Care Center, week-day 
classes for Elementary, Junior High and Senior High students 
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who need tutoring in their school subjects; classes for young 
people and adults in reading and writing, home-making, food 
buying and preparation, sewing, family relations; classes in 
music, crafts and recreation for children and young people. 
Volunteer help could do most of this program though some 
coordinating group would be necessary. Medical clinics could be 
set up with the cooperation of the Public Health Service and the 
medical profession. 


The first option is really no longer a likely one both from the 
standpoint of the response of those who would provide the 
ministry and those who would receive it. There is still some 
slight possibility of establishing such a ministry but the 
opportune time is past. 


2. Stay in the present location with the present program. In time 
this would become a Sunday School and Morning Worship 
Service. Evening activities would decrease in number as the 
membership grows older and as the community continues to 
change. Five years would seem reasonable for a maximum time 
for survival. It might not last this long or could possibly exceed 
this time limit under the most favorable circumstances. 


The second option is the line of least resistance but it offers no 
real solution to the problem. It would delay the final closing of 
the church but that would still come after a painful experience of 
deterioration for the next few years. Members would continue to 
leave with no one to take their place. 


3. Sell the present church property and dispose of the funds by a 
majority vote of the congregation at the time of approval of the 
sale. The money could be given to an institution of the 
Conference (or institutions) or to other United Methodist 
churches or to District Church Extension for the establishing of a 
future church in the Jackson Community. 


The third option settles things for the present congregation but it 
leaves the district with the task of filling a need for a church in 
this section in the foreseeable future. It could strengthen the 
other congregations but some people would be lost to the church 
in the process. Some of the present members would not go 
anywhere. 


4. Plan to relocate by selling the present property and putting 
the money into a first unit of a relocated church. The area of 
relocation is likely to be in the Old Medina Road - North Parkway 
section of the city. This does not put the church in an unfair 
location so far as existing churches are concerned. It seems 
likely that within five years the Jackson District will be faced 
with the necessity of establishing a church in this section of the 
city. 
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Two sites have been suggested. We have no option on either site. 
One is just north of First Christian Church (northwest corner of 
Parkway and Old Medina Road). The other is on the east side of 
the Old Medina Road across from the location of the YMCA. The 
corner property is best suited for a church with parking lots and 
a playground. The Jackson District would provide the site. 


The fourth option is more difficult but does offer some hope for 
the future. It would allow the life of the congregation to 
continue and to continue in a location which would be more 
inviting to prospective new members. The Macedonia Baptist 
Church (Black) is interested in the present property and are 
pretty good prospective buyers. There are many details to be 
worked out but none are impossible if the congregation wants to 
move in this direction. 


One final word - whatever decision is made the District 
Superintendent (old and/or new) will work with the church to 
make its life possible and productive for as long a time as is 
humanly possible. 


Those years in the early 1970s were troubled ones for the Hays Avenue 
congregation as they tried to decide the course of action to which they would 
commit themselves. These were troubled years for the whole country. The 
Minutes of the Administrative Board from August 8, 1974, remind us of how 
troubled the times were: 


The meeting was called to order and since everyone wanted to get 
home and hear President Nixon on television all preliminaries 
were dispensed with. 


The speech on August 8 was the one in which President Richard Nixon 
announced his resignation from office. 


The fourth option was the one eventually chosen by the congregation of 
Hays Avenue Church. On April 13, 1975, the congregation voted to move. The 
Administrative Board was told that Dr. Carl Robbins was working on the 
purchase of the lot at the northwest corner of North Parkway and Campbell 
Street (the Old Medina Road). The cost was set at a net figure of $50,000.00. The 
Beare family who owned the property were to be given “a donation credit of 
$5000.00 each year for five years which will make the lot have a $75,000.00 
value.” 


Resolution for the sale of the church property on Hays Avenue (May 11, 
1375): 


WHEREAS, the congregation of Hays Avenue United Methodist 
Church voted on April 13, 1975, to relocate the church at a new 
site and sell the present facilities located on Hays Avenue, 


THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Charge-Church Conference 


held on Sunday, May 11, 1975, direct and authorize the Church 
Trustees to sell the present property and that the funds received 
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from the sale of the property be directed toward the building of a 
new church. 


This resolution directs that any contract, deed or other necessary 
written instrument be executed on behalf of the Hays Avenue 
Church by any two of the officers of its Board of Trustees to carry 
out the direction of the Charge Conference relating to the sale of 
the property. 


Approved May 11, 1975. 


Carl M. Robbins, President 
Adron McAlexander, Secretary 


By July 24, 1975, the property on Hays Avenue had been appraised. The 
appraised value was $250,500.00. Prospective buyers were to be contacted and 
offered the church property at that cost. 


In his report to the Charge Conference on November 4, 1975, the Reverend 
James E. Simons, the pastor at Hays Avenue Church, said: 


There is a fine and growing spirit of participation and 
cooperation. We look forward to the wonderful days ahead when 
we can relocate and minister to the community in a more 
effective way. 


Our church property is in good repair and is up for sale at 
present. There are two or three congregations interested in 
varying degrees. 


During this period there was an article with picture in The Jackson Sun. 
The picture: “James E. Simons, pastor of Hays Ave. Methodist Church, admires 
the church building offered for sale.” 


Members to Sell Landmark Church 


By WILLIAM McDANIEL 
Sun Reporter 


After 106 years as a Jackson landmark, Hays Avenue United 
Methodist Church is advertising “Our Church for Sale,” and is 
planning to move to a five-acre tract at Parkway and Old Medina 
Road. 


A changing community and a drop in membership is said to have 
caused the decision to move from 532 N. Hays Ave. 


“In the past five to eight years the community around the 
church has made a complete change from a white to black 
population,” explained Mrs. James Raney, secretary of the 
predominantly white church. “Most of the young families have 
moved to our new location and prefer a church in their 
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community. So we’re moving to where the congregation has 
Toner: 


Mrs. Raney said that membership has dropped from about 1,200 to 
a current membership of 648. She added that there is hope of 
carrying at least 200 to 250 families to the new location. 


The new site was purchased by the Jackson District of the 
Memphis Methodist Conference for about $75,000. The move was 
suggested by the district superintendent and was approved by the 
congregation by a vote of 158 to 24. 


Construction of the new building is to begin after the church is 
sold and enough “special gifts” are received. There is no estimate 
of the cost, but Mrs. Raney said the church will “probably begin 
with smaller facilities and then add as the congregation grows.” 


“We still have a strong group of dedicated members who 
contribute generously, so we’ve had no real financial problems,” 
Mrs. Raney said. “But we may when we start the new building.” 


Mrs. Raney said that there are no prospective buyers, “but we 
have had two or three calls from interested persons who saw our 
newspaper ad.” 


“It’s mostly smaller churches looking for a larger church,” she 
said. One call was from a group meeting in a house.” 


The Gothic-style red brick church seats about 400 with a 50- 
person choir loft facing the congregation. The blue-carpeted 
sanctuary includes light oak pews and pulpit under a 30-foot 
arched ceiling. The pulpit and choir loft face west with colorful 
stained glass windows shedding light from the sides. 


A towering steeple lifts a simple cross with spotlight 
illumination. An attic, basement and prayer room are also 
included in the three-story building. An education building 
houses about 20 to 25 classrooms sectioned into adult, youth and 
children divisions. 


“We’ll leave any items that are a part of the sanctuary,” Mrs. 
Raney said. ”But we’ll take most of the items that are gifts to the 
church or are needed in the new building.” 


Nine committees were formed about a month ago to help in the 
transition. The relocation calls for the creation of such 
committees as building and design, steering, church name, sale of 
property, new membership, building inventory and long range 
planning. A new name will be chosen at a later date. 


Mrs. Raney explained that the steering and inventory committees 


would decide what items to take to the new church. Some of the 
items are chairs, tables, pianos and organ. 
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Aldersgate 
In December 1975, there was an insert in the Sunday Bulletin: 


WHEN WE MOVE TO CAMPBELL AND NORTH PARKWAY we will 
probably have a new name for our church. Here are some 
suggested names given by the “Church Name Committee”: 


Asbury - Epworth - Aldersgate - Canterbury - Good Shepherd - 
Emmanuel - El Dorado (A place of Fabulous Opportunity) 


Please write in your choice of three or write your own suggestion 
and give to Mrs. Reid Weaver or place in the offering plate. 


At the meeting of the Administrative Board on February 2, 1976, Bill 
Wagster reported that the Church Name Committee “recommended Aldersgate 
United Methodist Church as the name for the new church.” 


After lengthy discussion, Bill Wagster made a motion, seconded by 
Henry Gilbert, that the name Aldersgate United Methodist Church 
be adopted for the church at our new location. The motion 
carried 20 for, 4 against. 


Aldersgate is a good Methodist name. It was John Wesley’s Aldersgate 
experience in 1738 that is considered the beginning of Methodism. Aldersgate 
Street in London runs generally north and south, only a few blocks east of St. 
Paul’s Cathedral. In the ancient, walled city the street led to one of the three 
gates in the city’s north wall, the Aldersgate. John Wesley went on May 24, 
1738, to a meeting of a small religious society in Aldersgate Street. As the 
leader was reading from Martin Luther’s “Preface to the Epistle to the 
Romans,” Wesley said, “At about a quarter before nine, while he was 
describing the change which God works in the heart through faith in Christ, I 
felt my heart strangely warmed. I felt I did trust in Christ, Christ alone, for 
salvation; and an assurance was given me that He had taken away my sins, 
even mine, and saved me from the law of sin and death.” Out of this 
experience, Wesley awakened the conscience of all of England and the 
Methodist movement was begun. 


After almost ninety years of its existence, named for a street in Jackson, 
Tennessee, the church changed its name to that of a street in London. 
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On May 2, 1976, The Jackson Sun carried the following article: 


Nearly 50 members of Hays Avenue United Methodist Church 
recently gathered at the corner of Parkway and Campbell streets 
to dedicate the land where their new sanctuary will be located. 


During the brief service the members erected a sign on the lot 
announcing the church, to be named Aldersgate United 
Methodist, will soon be constructed on the site. 


A groundbreaking service will probably be scheduled within the 
next few months, a denominational spokesman said. Construction 
of the church will take nearly 18 months to complete. 


The 107-year-old Hays Avenue congregation, pastored by the Rev. 
James Simons, will form the nucleus of Aldersgate. 


Upon completion of their new sanctuary the congregation plans 
to sell the Hays Avenue church building and grounds. 
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Raymond Artie Bivens 


Raymond Artie Bivens was appointed to Hays Avenue Church at the Annual 
Conference in 1977. Mrs. Bonnie Raney, who was his secretary at the church, 
said, “I believe in my heart that God sent Artie Bivens to Hays Avenue Church. 
People were so determined that the church was going to continue in one way 
or the other. They kept believing that and praying for that. I believe that 
Artie Bivens came for that reason.” 


Artie Bivens was born near Sardis, in 
Hardin County, Tennessee, on November /7, 
1912. He received a B. A. degree from 
Lambuth College in 1940 and a B. D. degree 
from Vanderbilt University in 1944. While a 
student at Lambuth he married Lillian Juanita 
Pugh, also a student at Lambuth. They had 
one son, Robert Terry. 


He served a number of churches in the 
Memphis Conference, including Grand 
Junction, Henderson, Davant Avenue, 
Collierville, Clinton, Trenton, Longview 
Heights, Calvary-Longview, Greenland 
Heights, Greenland-Davant, and Calvary- 
Trinity before he was appointed to Hays 
Avenue Church. He retired at the close of his 
ministry at Hays Avenue in 1981, but he 
served Baker’s Chapel for four years after his 
retirement, 1982-1986. 


He served as Memphis Conference statistician for 25 years, Conference 
Minutes Secretary for 7 years, and as Secretary of the Memphis Annual 
Conference for 8 years. He was chairman of the Conference Board of World 
Peace for 8 years. 


Artie Bivens died on February 10, 1991. His funeral service was held at 
Aldersgate Church. The Reverend Jim Cooper, pastor of the church, the 
Reverend Marcus Gurley, the Reverend Homer Johns, and Dr. Jerry B. Carr, 
District Superintendent, conducted the funeral service. He was buried in 
Friendship Cemetery, Friendship, Tennessee. 


Not long after Artie Bivens arrived at the church, talk of merger occurred 
again. A Resolution was read at the Administrative Board meeting, on 


November 22, 1977. It had been sent by the Administrative Board of the Forest 
Heights Church in Jackson. 


WHEREAS, Hays Avenue United Methodist Church has for more 
than two years been working toward relocation of its Church, and 


WHEREAS, its building is presently being offered for sale, and 


WHEREAS, the proposed new location of Hays Avenue is 1.8 miles 
from Forest Heights Church, and 
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WHEREAS, north-west Jackson is presently being served by four 
other United Methodist Churches located in a two-mile radius, and 


WHEREAS, these Churches are experiencing zero to moderate 
membership gain, with the City of Jackson’s growth having been 
considerably slowed, and 


WHEREAS, construction costs, interest rates, utilities, insurance, 
maintenance, and all costs are rapidly increasing so as to pose 
greater burdens on all church budgets leaving less for mission 
and local programs, and 


WHEREAS, Forest Heights has ample, adequate, attractive facilities 
for worship, church school, fellowship and outreach for a 
membership of one thousand, and 


WHEREAS, Forest Heights has for the past ten years maintained a 
membership level of 525 to 580, and, 


WHEREAS, in its beginning Forest Heights was sponsored by Hays 
Avenue, with prayer, lay leadership, finances and members, and 
has continued to maintain very close ties, and 


WHEREAS, many of Hays Avenue’s members reside nearer Forest 
Heights than the projected new location, and 


WHEREAS, Forest Heights commits itself to work for harmony 
between congregations for the total good of United Methodists, 
and for more effective Christian ministry and mission; therefore 


BE IT RESOLVED: 


THAT, Forest Heights United Methodist Church Administrative 
Board, in Session on Sunday, November 13, 1977, cordially 
welcome and invite its Mother Congregation, Hays Avenue United 
Methodist Church to seriously consider merger with Forest 
Heights United Methodist Church, and 


THAT, pursuant to a consideration of merger that Administrative 
Boards of both Churches name special committees to co-jointly 
study the feasibility of merger and in due time report their 
findings and recommendations to their respective Administrative 
Boards for possible action, and 


THAT, a copy of this resolution passed by Forest Heights 
Administrative Board delivered to the Pastor and the Chairperson 
of the Administrative Board of Hays Avenue United Methodist 
Church shall constitute an invitation to study, explore and pursue 
possible merger, and 


THAT, a copy of this resolution be delivered to the Superintendent 
of the Jackson District of the United Methodist Church. 
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The Building Committee met in the Fellowship Hall at Hays Avenue at 4:00 
p.m. on March 6, 1979. Those present were Artie Bivens, Neill Bivens, Patty 
Cain, C. E. Davis, Bill Hammonds, Jim Kirby, Bonnie Raney, Jack Robinson, 
Margaret Shelton, Frank Wagster, and Irene Wheat. The decision was made to 
build the new building in phases. Patty Cain moved that the building be begun 
with an Educational Building, “including site work, paving, everything that is 
necessary to make a complete building. The architect was instructed to get the 
figures on the modified version of the Education Building and to keep the cost 
as low as possible, not to exceed $300,000.00.” This recommendation was 
presented to the next regular session of the Administrative Board. 


At a Charge Conference and Church Conference held at Hays Avenue 
Methodist Church on June 10, 1979, a large majority of those present voted to 
instruct the Trustees of Hays Avenue Church to begin to build on the property 
at Parkway and Campbell. The Barger Construction Company of Huntingdon, 
Tennessee, had submitted the bid to build two wings of the educational building 
for $298,379.00. The vote of the Charge Conference was 27 for and 6 against. 
The vote of the Church Conference was 82 for and 23 against. 


There was a groundbreaking ceremony at the new property on September 
23,1979. The Jackson Sun reported that more than 100 people attended the 
ceremonies. 


The church building on Hays Avenue was sold to the Cumberland Street 
Missionary Baptist Church on March 31, 1980. The Cumberland Street Church 
changed its name to Cumberland Baptist Church when they moved. The 
property at 532 North Hays and the parking lot at the corner of Lee and Hays 
were included. The agreed price for the property was $150,000. It was agreed 
that the pipe organ, Steinway piano, all stained glass windows and the bell in 
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the bell tower would be removed to be placed in Hays Avenue’s new church. 
The old Cumberland Street Church was transferred to the Hays Avenue Church 
and a credit of $45,000 was given to the church for that property. An 
additional credit of $10,000 was given for the stained glass windows, so the 
money paid to Hays Avenue Church was $95,000, to go toward the building at 
the corner of Campbell and North Parkway. Hays Avenue Church agreed to 
replace the windows of the Hays Avenue building with other glass. 


There was a large picture in The Jackson Sun on May 20, 1980, showing 
John Allendorfer, an employee of Laukhuff Stained Glass Co. of Memphis, 
removing one of the panels of stained glass from the Hays Avenue Church. 
The windows were taken to Memphis for refurbishing and storage until the 
time came to place them in the new sanctuary of Aldersgate Church. 


A committee was appointed to search for a place where the congregation 
could meet for services in the time between leaving the old building and 
moving into the new one. The members of the committee were Artie Bivens, 
Bobby Cain, James Kirby, Jack Robinson. A report was made of the places 
investigated and the advantages and disadvantages of each. The places 
considered were the Cumberland Street Church which was acquired by the 
church when the Hays Avenue building was sold; First Baptist Church 
downtown, which had just moved; the Masonic Hall; the Jewish Synagogue; 
and Lambuth College Chapel. When the advantages and disadvantages of each 
location was considered, Lambuth College Chapel was the site chosen. Among 
the advantages listed was the fact that they would be using the fine organ 
given by the church in memory of Bess Taylor. 


The last service held at the Hays Avenue Church on June 15, 1980, was a 
communion service. 


Cumberland Baptist Church used the Hays Avenue facilities for the first 
time on June 22, 1980. The worship services of the Hays Avenue congregation 
were held in the beautiful Chapel at the center of the Lambuth College campus 
until construction of the first stage of building at the new site was finished in 
October. The College very generously provided office space for that period and 
rooms for the Sunday School classes to meet. 


Building Fund 
Mrs. Raney emphasized the importance in these times of the Building Fund. 


In 1975, when Mrs. Willie Henry died there was talk of moving. It 
was decided then to start a building fund with the gifts that were 
given in her memory. It was just amazing how people responded. 
Mrs. Willie Henry had been a member of the church almost all of 
her life and was well thought of. When we moved, practically 
every thing that we started with was all given -- even the things 
in the kitchen, the stove, the table, the refrigerator. Every 
Sunday I would list in the bulletin all of the things that had been 
given. Everybody felt like they had a part in building the 
church. After the decision was finally made that we would move, 
everyone got excited about it. 
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In September 1979, a Stewardship Program conducted by the Board of 


Global Ministries raised pledges in the amount of $120,000.00 to be paid in 
three years. 


In an article in The United Methodist Reporter, July 3, 1981, there was a 


comment on the generosity of the people of the church in the building 
campaign: 


Total cost of the education building and the sanctuary will be 
about $800,000. Much money has been donated by the members 
and most furnishings have been given as memorials. For 
example, all of the hanging lights, pews, and kitchen appliances 
have been donated. Other individuals and families have given 
office chairs, carpet and drapes for Sunday school rooms, the 
pulpit, communion table, and more. 


Before the first stage of building was completed, at a meeting held in the 
Chapel at Lambuth on August 24, 1980, the Charge and Church Conferences 
heard that the financial campaign had been so successful that there was only 
a small balance due on the educational building and fellowship hall. It was 
thought that it would be wise to let the contracts for the Sanctuary building 
soon. Frank Wagster, the architect and a member of Aldersgate Church, gave 
a report on the physical appearance of the new sanctuary building. He 
described how the windows would be placed in the church with the addition of 
a new rose window over the choir. 


The sanctuary will be arranged similar to Lambuth College 
Chapel with two rows of lights. The Chancel rail will be like the 
Old Hays Avenue Church. The walls will be brick both inside and 
outside. The same organ will be brought from the old Church. 
Footing will be built in so the bell tower can be built. The floors 
will be tile with carpeted aisles. Will seat 308 plus choir of 38. 


The members of the building committee were James Kirby, 
Margaret Shelton, Patty Cain, Gerry Wheat, Mrs. Bonnie Raney, Bill 
Kemp, Johnny Milligan, Jack Robinson, Neill Bivens and Clarence 
Davis. 


Adron McAlexander read the following resolution: 


A RESOLUTION CONCERNING THE BUILDING OF A SANCTUARY FOR 
ALDERSGATE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 


WHEREAS, the members of Hays Avenue United Methodist Church 
in both a Charge Conference and a Church Conference held at the 
church on June 10, 1979, voted by a large majority to instruct the 
Trustees of Hays Avenue United Methodist Church to enter into a 
contract with Barger Construction Company, Huntingdon, 
Tennessee, to build two (2) Educational sections (or wings) which 
include necessary Sunday School rooms, rest rooms, offices, 
kitchen and a fellowship hall large enough to be used for 
worship services at a cost not to exceed $300,000, and, 
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WHEREAS, the above mentioned Charge/Church Conference 
further recommended that a fund raising campaign be carried 
out for our church by the Office of Field Service and Finance of 
the Board of Global Ministries of the United Methodist Church, 
which has been done with the result that enough money has 
been raised, together with the $95,000 received in the exchange 
of Hays Avenue United Methodist Church property at 532 N. Hays 
Avenue, Jackson, Tennessee, with the Cumberland Street Baptist 
Church, 567 N. Cumberland Street, Jackson, Tennessee, to pay 
most of the cost of building the first two (2) units of the new 
church building on the corner of Campbell Street and North 
Parkway, and, 


WHEREAS, it seems that since we are so nearly out of debt on the 
present construction now is the time to begin construction of the 
Sanctuary of the new church as soon as possible, 


THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that upon recommendation of the 
Building Committee and the Administrative Board of Hays Avenue 
United Methodist Church (to be called Aldersgate United 
Methodist Church when we move to the new location), we hereby 
approve the plans which are hereby submitted to the 
Charge/Church Conferences, held in the Chapel of Lambuth 
College on August 24, 1980, to build the new Sanctuary, on the 
corner of Campbell Street and N. Parkway, 


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that we hereby instruct the Trustees of 
Aldersgate United Methodist Church, formerly Hays Avenue 
United Methodist Church, to enter into a contract with Barger 
Construction Company, Huntingdon, Tennessee, to build said new 
Sanctuary at a cost of $351,496. 


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Trustees of said church be 
given authority to execute necessary loan or loans on behalf of 
the church, up to $375,000 to complete project. 


After the Resolution was read, the Reverend R. A. Bivens, the chairman of 
the Charge/Church Conference because of the absence of the District 
Superintendent, called for a motion on the resolution. Johnny Milligan made 
the motion, seconded by R. C. McAlexander, to adopt the resolution. Both the 
Charge and Church Conferences voted overwhelmingly for the motion. None 
voted against it. 


The first service held at the new property was on September 28, 1980. The 
building was not yet completed. Worship services were held in the fellowship 
hall until the completion of the Sanctuary. At that service, the “keys to the 
church” were presented to Artie Bivens by John W. “Jack” Robinson and 
James Kirby, co-chairmen of the building committee and members of the 
Administrative Board. 


The Service of Consecration of the new building was on Sunday, October 26, 
1980. Former pastors, the Reverend David Olhausen and Dr. Wayne A. Lamb 
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and Dr. Harold Watkins, the District Superintendent, took part in the service 
with the Reverend Artie Bivens. 


This is the list of members of Hays Avenue Church, who formed the nucleus 


of the new Aldersgate United Methodist Church: 


Mrs. Mary Abernathy 

Mrs. Chris Aday 

Mr. and Mrs. Troy Aderholt 
Mr. and Mrs. R. D. Alexander 
Mrs. Elco Arnold 

W. D. Arnold 

Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Arnold 
Mr. and Mrs. Van Austin 


Mrs. Lois Bain 

Janet Bain 

Jeffrey Bain 

Mr. and Mrs. Fred Barfield 
Mr. and Mrs. John E. Barfield 
Mrs. Jesse Barnes 

Bill Barnes 

Miss Mary Barnes 

Mrs. J. P. Barnett 

Mrs. Gerry Barnette 

Miss Judy Barnette 

Mrs. E. E. Barnhill 

Miss Barbara Barnhill 
Mrs. Richard Barron 
Vickie Barron 

Richard Barron 


Mr. and Mrs. John H. Beck, Sr. 


Mrs. C. D. Bell 

Mrs. T. H. Bell 

R. H. Bell 

Neill T. Bivens 

Mrs. R. A. Bivens 

Terry Bivens 

Mr. and Mrs. Hugh Blackmon 
Dolphus Blackmon 

Timothy Blackmon 

Miss Lou Emma Blackmon 
Mr. and Mrs. W. B. Blackmon 
Tom Blackmon 

Mrs. J. A. Blackwell 

Mr. and Mrs. L. L. Blackwell 
Mrs. Mary Blaine 

Mrs. W. H. Bledsoe 

Mrs. O. B. Blewer 

Mrs. Pauline Bolton 

Hugh Bomar 

Miss Mae Lou Boyd 


Mrs. Betty Brewer 

Jim Brewer 

Mike Brewer 

Drew Brewer 

Mr. and Mrs. A. G. Brinkley 
Mr. and Mrs. Sidney L. Boren 
Larry Boren 

Susan Boren 

Robert Boren 

Mrs. Eugene Broadstreet 
Mrs. J. Wilson Brown 

Mr. and Mrs. Wm. H. Brown 
Miss Sydney Bumpus 

Miss Louise Bumpus 

Mr. and Mrs. G. C. Butler 


Mr. and Mrs. Rayburn Cagle 
Stephen Cagle 

Phillip Cagle 

David Cagle 

Mr. and Mrs. Bobby Cain 
Teresa Cain 

Allen Cain 

A. B. Camp 

J. Lester Camp 

Mrs. E. H. Campbell 

Mrs. R. B. Castleman 

Buford Chamberlin 

Mrs. Lela K. Cole 

Mr. and Mrs. Allen W. Coleman 
Keithly Coleman 

Mrs. Ruth Conklin 

Mrs. John E. Cooper 

Mrs. Gordon Cowles 

Terry Cowles 

M. F. Cox 


J. C. Daniel 

Mr. and Mrs. C. E. Davis 
Mr. and Mrs. Jasper Davis 
Lesa Davis 

Judy Davis 

Donna Davis 

Miss Josephine Deaton 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Dixon 
Mrs. Mary Stone Duncan 


A Community of Faith 


oe  ——EE—E—E—E—E—E——————— ee 


Mrs. Leon Dyer 
Charles Dyer 


Mrs. Raymond Exum 


Mr. and Mrs. Dwight Faris 
Mr. and Mrs. Trent Faris 
Miss Katherine B. Faris 

Mr. and Mrs. O. O. Fesmire 
John Fesmire 

Mrs. D. E. Fincher 

Mr. and Mrs. Lydle B. Finley 
Mrs. R. M. Fisher 


Mrs. Danny Gahagan 

Mr. and Mrs. Henry Gilbert 
Mrs. Roy A. Gilbert 

Mrs. Hallie Glover 

Mrs. Jim Gordon 

Mrs. J. N. Gowan 

Mrs. Bill Gurley 

Billy Gurley 

Susan Gurley 

Mr. and Mrs. James L. Grove, Jr. 


Mrs. James Hale 

Billy Hale 

Mr. and Mrs. Wm. A. Hammonds 
Mrs. Kathryn Hastings 

Mr. and Mrs. John Andrew Hawk 
Brenda Hassell 

Mr. and Mrs. Mark W. Henderson 
Mrs. Frances Henderson 
Wayne Henson 

Mrs. Bruce Hickerson 

Mrs. James E. Hill 

Mrs. Lea Hill 

Mr. and Mrs. J. M. Holley, Jr. 
Mr. and Mrs. Ray Holley 

Mr. and Mrs. John W. Holmes 
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Howard 
Miss Martha Lou Howell 

Mrs. Kevin Hunter 

Mr. and Mrs. Ben Harry Hughes 
Miss Melody Hughes 

Miss Esther Hunt 

Mr. and Mrs. W. S. Hutcherson 
Kay Hutcherson 

Richard Hutcherson 


Mr. and Mrs. C. H. Johnsey 
Evelyn Johnsey 
Mr. and Mrs. Harry Johnsey 


Mrs. J. H. Johnsey 

Mr. and Mrs. Leon Johnsey 
Richard Johnsey 

Mrs. Virginia Johnsey 

M. R. Johnsey 

Mr. and Mrs. Richard B. Johnsey 
Donna Marie Johnsey 
Richard Johnsey, Jr. 

Mrs. Arthur Johnson 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Johnston 
Mrs. Charles Jones 

Mrs. Euleen Jones 

Elmo Jones 

Roy W. Jones 

Linda Ann Jones 


Mr. and Mrs. Hays Kee 
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Kemp 
Mrs. J. C. King 

Mr. and Mrs. James Kirby 
Miss Jane Kirby 


Mrs. Roger E. LaMuske 
Mr. and Mrs. A W. Lasley 
Mrs. Bertha Lee 

Mrs. Bond Little 

Mrs. Jesse N. Long 

Mrs. Louise Long 


Mrs. John L. Marcom 

Mrs. Harl Massey 

Mrs. Robert S. Mathis 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Matthews 
Mrs. Bernice Mayhall 

Mrs. Wm. G. Mayfield 

Mrs. John E. Merritt 

Mr. and Mrs. Johnny Milligan 
Mr. and Mrs. Billy Moore 
Susan Moore 

Jane Moore 


Mr. and Mrs. Adron McAlexander 
Mr. and Mrs. R. C. McAlexander 
Mrs. Glenn McCullar 

Mrs. J. T. McHughes 

Mrs. Kenneth McGee 


Mr. and Mrs. Jack Naylor 
Mrs. Franklin Nelson 
William Gary Nelson 

J. W. Newsom 

Mrs. William Newsom 
Mrs. Marguerite North 
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Mr. and Mrs. James W. Olhausen 


Mr. and Mrs. Richard Parrish 
Mrs. Nellie Patterson 
Wendell Patterson, Jr. 

Mrs. Aubrey Peeler 

Mr. and Mrs. Fred Pendergrast 
Mrs. J. H. Petty 

Mrs. Lo J..Pope 

Paul H. Poteet 

Mrs. Rick Powell 

Mrs. Norman Presson 
Dannette Presson 

Mr. and Mrs. Ted Presson 


Charles Roy Rainey 

Paul Douglass Rainey 

Mrs. D. C. Rainey 

E. W. Randolph 

Mr. and Mrs. James Raney 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Reeder 
Mrs. C. R. Roach 

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Robinson 
Mr. and Mrs. Murray Roe 
Mrs. Michael Roe 

Sidney C. Rush 


Miss Betty Saunders 

Mrs. John Sawyer 

Mrs. Hattie Schaffer 

Mr. and Mrs. Ben Shelton 
Mike Shelton 

Debbie Shelton 

Stephen Shelton 

Mrs. Norris (Margaret) Shelton 
Mrs. John Simpson 

Mr. and Mrs. Wm. R. Stedman 
Mrs. R. R. Stephenson 
Randle Stephenson 

Robert Jackson Stephenson 
Stanley Stephenson 

Phillip Stephenson 

Mr. and Mrs. F. L. Stewart 
Mrs. J. A. Stratton, Sr. 

Mr. and Mrs. J. A. Stratton, Jr. 
Tim Stratton 


Orville Tate 

Mrs. David H. Thomas 

Mrs. Jack Tims 

Mrs. Clark Todd 

Mrs. E. W. Turner 

Mr. and Mrs. S. S. Turner, Sr. 


Mr. and Mrs. J. P. Utley 
Bobby Utley 


Mrs. Eunice VanHook 


Mr. and Mrs. Buford Wade 
Mrs. J. R. Wagster 

Mr. and Mrs. Tom Wagster 
David Wagster 

Molly Wagster 

Bert Wagster 

Frank Wagster 

William T. Wagster 

Billy Wagster 

Mr. and Mrs. W. M. Wallace 
Miss Gladys Watt 

Miss Mildred Watt 

Wayne Warren 

Mrs. Kathy Jones Watters 
Mrs. Almedia Waynick 

Mr. and Mrs. Bill Weir 
Mike Weir 

Jerry Weir 

Mrs. Ted Wells 

Mr. and Mrs. G. G. Wheat 
Don Whitmire 

Mr. and Mrs. L. N. Whitmire 
Mrs. R. H. Whittle 

Mr. and Mrs. P. J. Whitworth 
Mrs. May Williams 

Mrs. Connie Wilson 

Mrs. Jack Wilson 

Mr. and Mrs. W. H. Wilson 
Mr. and Mrs. Elton Winslow 
Mr. and Mrs. Dale Wood 
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Woodall 
Jack Woodall, Jr. 

David Woodall 

Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Wyatt 
Mr. and Mrs. J. P. Wyatt 


Mrs. Billy Dan Young 
Mrs. D. T. Young 
Mrs. Milton Young 


Out of town 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Beard 
Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Bivens 
Arnold Blewer 

Mrs. Donald Wayne Barker 
Mrs. Stephen Brown 
Donald Burns 
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Johnny Cook Mrs. Freda McKnight 
Terry Cowles Mrs. Charles Oswalt 
Mrs. O. B. Emerson Mrs. Clyde Pendergrast 
Mrs. Robert Dale Fuller Mrs. Jo Perry 

Gordon Grace Harriett Smith Pontius 
Mrs. Carl Hamm Duwayne Pope 

Joe Hammonds Mrs. Allen Ramsaur 
Mrs. H. L. Hawk, Sr. John M. Robinson 
Mrs. Ruby Jones Mrs. Jim Senter 

Larry Jones Miss Kathy Shelton 
Roy Thomas Johnsey Mike Silvas 

Leon Johnsey, Jr. Tony Spitzer 

Mrs. Fred Kernan Charles Stewart 

Mrs. Jerry Kilcrease Thomas Stewart 
Bedford Lasley Dr. Richard Taylor 
Mrs. Stella Love Bill Wagster, Jr. 

Mrs. Willie G. McKinnie Susan Reeder Wilkins 


Work on the new sanctuary began in September 1980. Before it was 
completed, the Reverend Raymond Artie Bivens retired, at Annual Conference 
in June 1981. He did an outstanding job of guiding the church through the 
problems of moving and of constructing its first buildings in a new place. 


The work on the Sanctuary building was finished and the Service of 
Consecration was held in October 1981. It was reported in The United 
Methodist Reporter: 


The congregation of Aldersgate UMC recently consecrated its new 
sanctuary. The church, the former Hays Avenue UMC, is located 
on the corner of Campbell and Parkway in Jackson. Pastor 
Richard P. Smith led the service and delivered the morning’s 
message. District Superintendent Jack Henton extended greetings 
from Bishop Tullis and United Methodists throughout the 
conference. He also led the Act of Consecration. Assisting in the 
worship service were the Rev. Artie Bivens and the Rev. David 
Olhausen, former pastors, and Miss Mildred Watt, lay leader. 


Approximately 375 persons gathered in the sanctuary to express 
through worship “a sense of praise to God and of celebration at 
the fulfillment of a dream begun in 1975,” said Rev. Smith. Dr. 
Henton affirmed the laity and pastors who through the years 
enabled Hays Avenue UMC to be a strong church in the Jackson 
area and those who, since that time, have enabled the dream for a 
new church to become a reality. He noted that the three clergy 
present represented the three eras in the church’s history: 
David Olhausen represented years of a vital ministry at Hays 
Avenue; Artie Bivens represented the period of transition; and 
Richard Smith represented the new day. 


In his sermon, “To Really Be the Church,” Rev. Smith challenged 
the congregation of Aldersgate to really become the church it 
was called to be. Special music by the Chancel Choir and two 
children’s choirs enriched the service. 
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One of the significant features of the new building are the 
beautiful stained glass windows that are memorial windows 
removed from the Hays Avenue structure. The pipe organ, with 
minor adjustments, is also from the old building. The new 
sanctuary was built at a cost of $357,000 excluding furnishings 
donated by members and friends of the congregation. Frank 
Wagster, an Aldersgate member, was the architect. 


Perhaps the theme of the day is best summarized by a sentence 
from a “Litany of Thanksgiving” in the worship service: “Save 
us, Father, from living in the past, and from resting on the works 
of others. Help us to find a new beginning and a new vision; that 
we may know our task in this place and this world today.” 


Removal of the organ at the Hays Avenue building began in the week 
following the final services on June 15, 1980. Bill Oberg, an organ 
maintanence man and high school math teacher in West Memphis, Arkansas, 
and Lee Bell did the work of removal. In the interval between its removal 
from Hays Avenue and its reinstallation at the Aldersgate site, the organ was 
stored in two large bays at the U-Haul Storage facility at Lambuth and Airways. 
Bill Oberg and Lee Bell began installation of the organ in June 1981. It was 
finished in time for the first services in the completed Sanctuary. 


The beautiful woodwork at the front of the church, the pulpit, communion 
rail, and altar were handcrafted by a long-time member of the church, Mr. 
Clarence E. Davis. Mr. Davis was in his eighties when he did this work for the 
church he loved. He also had done the woodwork for the Hays Avenue Church 
when it was remodeled in 1960. Mr. Davis, a veteran of World War I, was a 
master carpenter and cabinet-maker. He served as a Trustee of the church and 
was for many years the Sunday School Secretary at Hays Avenue Church. Mr. 
Davis died in March 1984, at the age of 89. 


The Windows 


Those beautiful stained glass windows in Aldersgate Church are the legacy 
that has been left to the present congregation by those Christian men and 
women who were part of the church eighty years ago. They are the most 
strikingly beautiful windows in Jackson. They were placed in Hays Avenue 
Church, and in Aldersgate Church, by those families who loved the church and 
who wanted to memorialize in a beautiful way their loved ones who had been 
part of the church. 


The windows have been cherished and appreciated by many generations of 
Jackson families. They were so well thought of by Miss Emma Inman Williams, 
Jackson’s historian, that she used pictures of them on the front and back cover 
of her Pictorial History of Jackson. It is fortunate that there were those with 
enough presence of mind to save the windows when the time came to leave the 
old church that had been loved by so many for such a long time. The original 
windows were placed in the church in 1906. When the Hays Avenue Church 
was remodeled in 1961, new windows were added, but they matched the 
original ones so well that it is not easy to tell the difference. Still other 
windows were added when the new Aldersgate Church was finished in 1981. 
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Upon entering the present Sanctuary from the rear of the church, the first 
window on the left, with two panels was an “Offering of Young Men’s Class. 
The right panel - “Offering of Mrs. Lee Rush’s Class.” The second, large three- 
panel window was “Presented by Wyatt A. Taylor and Family.” The third 
window from the back of the church was given “In memory of John W. Bond, 
Mrs. Jennie Cason, Miss Kate Cason, and In memory of D. A. Janes.” The 
window at the front on that side was given in 1961, “In memory of Lawrence 
Taylor.” 


The two-panel window at the back of the church on the right side was 
given “In memory of Minnie Lee Morris” and “Offering of Senior Epworth 
League.” The next, three-panel window is “In memory of Wylie and Ethel 
Drummond.” The three-panels of the next window - “Presented by C. W. 
Nichols,” “In memory of John B. Newman,” and “In memory of Robert Brown 
and Susan L. Brown.” The window at the front on the right side is “In memory 
of my Wife Mary L. Clayton,” “In memory of my husband, J. T. Beveridge,” and 
“In memory of our Parents, Thomas H. Garrett & Susan R. Garrett.” 


In the vestibule on the left, the window next to the door of the Choir Room 
is “In memory of Henry G. Gilbert, Elizabeth D. Gilbert.” In the right vestibule, 
the window is “In memory of Annie Taylor Pope.” 


The two windows in the Choir Room are “In memory of Mabel F. Wagster,” 
and “In honor of Thelma H. Little.” 


The Rose Window over the Choir was new to the church in 1981. It was 
given “In memory of John K. Simpson.” 


The windows feature a number of Christian symbols. They include: 


Cross on the Rock 
The rock is a symbol of our Lord, based on I Corinthians 10:4: “For 
they drank from the supernatural Rock which followed them, and 
the Rock was Christ.” With the cross, it suggests the words “Let us 
make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation.” 


Cross, Anchor, Bible 
The empty cross represents Christ’s resurrection. Our faith is 
anchored in the Word of God. 


“T Am the Vine - Ye Are the Branches” 
John 15:5: “I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in 
me, and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me 
you can do nothing.” 


Cross and Crown 
These symbolize the reward of the faithful in the life after death to 
those who believe in the crucified Savior. “Be thou faithful unto 
death, and I will give thee the Crown of Life.” (Rev. 2:10.) 


Dove 


The Dove signifies the Holy Spirit and the Presence of God as it 
hovered over the water at Creation, and above Jesus at his baptism. 
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IHC 


The first three letters of the name “Jesus” in Greek, used as a 
monogram to signify Jesus. 


XP (Chi Rho) 
The first two letters of the Greek word for “Christ.” 


Chalice and Wafer 
Symbolizes Holy Communion. 


Cluster of Grapes 
Signifies entry into Canaan. The spies reporting favorably on the 
Promised Land of Canaan brought back a large cluster of grapes 
borne on a staff between two men. 


Anchor Cross 
Symbol used by the early Christians in the Catacombs. 


Lyre 
Represents music in worship. The lyre is used in the symbol for 
David, the Psalm writer. It also is used to represent St. Cecilia, the 
patron saint of Music. 


Open Bible 
Symbolizes the Word of God. 
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The Churches of Jackson in 1980, the pastors appointed that year, and the 


membership: 


Harold E. Watkins, District Superintendent 


First Church 
Forest Heights Church 
Hays Avenue Church 
Jackson Parish 
(Morning Sun) 
(Wesley Chapel) 
Lambuth Memorial Church 
Northside Church 
St. Andrew Church 
Trinity-East Jackson 


(East Jackson) 
(Trinity) 


200 


Jack H. Henton 
Paul W. Clayton 
R. A. Bivens 


Judge R. Clark 


Joe reRiercey 
J. Michael Ripski 
Benny D. Hopper 


Charles W. Townsley 


1787 
572 
476 
121 

(17) 

(104) 
738 
385 
425 
387 


(168) 
(219) 
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United Methodist Women 


In 1869, when Hays Avenue Church was organized, the Charter was signed 
by thirteen people, five of them women. From that time until the present, 
women have played a large part in the work and growth of Hays 
Avenue/Aldersgate Church. 


In 1878, the General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, 
at the urging of a large group of women throughout the Conference, 
authorized the organization of the Woman’s Missionary Society. The first 
Society organized was at Brownsville, Tennessee, on August 18, 1878. From this 
beginning the organization of women spread rapidly. Later in the year 1878, 
the women of Jackson were organized. (footnote: Methodism in the Memphis 
Conference, p. 132.) 


The women of Hays Avenue Church worked together as a “Ladies Aid 
Society” for about fifteen years after the church was formed. In 1884, a 
Woman’s Missionary Society was organized with Mrs. Jane Cason as president. 
The Society was divided into three areas - Foreign Missions, Home Missions, 
and Local Work. Some time later the Home Missions and Local Work were 
combined into the Home Missionary Society. In 1911, the Foreign and Home 
Societies were united. They continued in this manner until the name was 
changed in 1940 to the Woman’s Society of Christian Service. There had also 
been what was called a Business Girls Circle for employed women of the 
church. In 1940, it became the Wesleyan Service Guild and remained a very 
active organization until 1972. 


In 1968, the Woman’s Society of Christian Service became the Women’s 
Society of Christian Service, when the Evangelical United Brethren and The 
Methodist Church united to become The United Methodist Church. At the 
meeting of the Memphis Annual Conference on September 29, 1972, held at St. 
John’s Church in Memphis, The Women’s Society of Christian Service and the 
Wesleyan Service Guild became The United Methodist Women and remains so 
today. 


By whatever name the organization was called, women of this church have 
given strong leadership in many areas of the church life. 


These are a few of the accomplishments that women of this church have 
attained through the years: 


Helped to support missionaries. Jane Cason, who served in China in the 
1930s. The Reverend Joe and Dot Davis, missionaries to Africa for about 
twenty-five years. An excellent record kept by Ruth Hair when she was 
president, which is kept up to date by Irene Wheat, with the names of every 
Life Membership, Baby Life Membership and Honorary Life Membership since 
1931. These special membership gifts represent mission giving over and 
above the pledge made by the women. There have been thirty-one Honorary 
memberships, 307 Life Memberships, and 381 Baby Life Memberships. These 
gifts represent thousands of dollars given to missions. 


It would be impossible to recall the many receptions and special events that 
the women of the church have been called upon to host. In earlier days 
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women took the responsibility of equipping the kitchen, caring for the 
parsonage furnishings, establishing and furnishing a “Prayer Room” and a 
Library. 


In 1965, after the church building on Hays Avenue had been renovated, the 
debt needed a boost, so the women decided to have a spaghetti supper and a 
bazaar. This was the beginning of a tradition that still continues today. With 
the exception of 1980 and 1981, when the church was in the process of moving 
and there was no place for that kind of activity, there has been a stew (the 
spaghetti supper was replaced by stew) and a Bazaar on a day in October or 
November each year. In recent years the Pathfinders Sunday School Class has 
joined the U.M.W. in this endeavor, and it makes a great day for all, extending 
as it does outside the church into the community. Many thousands of dollars 
have been raised in this manner, most of it going toward the church debt 
retirement. 


For 125 years God has enabled the women of this church to accomplish 
many things in His name. By faith we will continue His work in the present 
and look forward to brighter tomorrows, even into the Twenty-first Century. 


The following people have served as President since 1940: 


1940-1944 Mrs. T. G. Morris 
1944-1946 Mrs. W. C. Blackmon 
1946-1948 Mrs. J. R. Wagster 
1948-1950 Mrs. W. R. Drummond 
1950-1953 Mrs. J. R. Wagster 
1953 (two months) Mrs. Harry Talkington 
1953-1955 Mrs. J. H. Johnsey 
1955-1957 Mrs. J. T. McHughes 
1957-1961 Mrs. C. C. Stanley 
1961-1962 Mrs. J. T. McHughes 
1962-1965 Mrs. Jack Woodall 
1965-1969 Mrs. H. E. Hair 
1969-1973 Mrs. Harry Johnsey 
1973-1976 Mrs. John Holmes 
1976-1980 Mrs. James Raney 
1980-1984 Mrs. Johnny Milligan 
1984-1989 Mrs. Gerry Wheat 
1989-1990 Mrs. James Raney 
1990-1992 Mrs. Leroy Roberts 
1992- Miss Davie Harrison 
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Aldersgate Church’s Budget: 1980 


MINISTERIAL SUPPORT: 


Episcopal Fund 

Area Administrator 

District Superintendent’s Salary 
Pastor’s Salary 

Pastor’s Car Expense 

Pastor’s Utilities 

Pastor’s Insurance 

Pulpit supply while pastor is on vacation 


CONFERENCE AND DISTRICT EXPENDITURES: 


World Service and Conference Administration 
Conference Pension Fund 

Equitable Salary Fund 

General Administration Fund 
Jurisdictional Administration Fund 
Temporary General Aid Fund 

District Administration Fund 
Ministerial Education Fund 
Conference Church Extension 
Lambuth College Sustaining Fund 
Wesley Foundation 

Lake Junaluska Improvement Fund 
Lakeshore Capital Fund 

Missionary Priorities (World Hunger) 
Mass Communications Fund 

Black Colleges 

Interdenomination Cooperation Fund 


EXPENDITURES: 


LOCAL 


Church Secretary’s Salary 
Secretary’s disability insurance 
Choir Director’s Salary 

Organist’s Salary 

Custorian’s Salary 

Nursery Attendant 

Utilities 

Office Supplies 

Music 

Bulletins 

Insurance 

Church and Parsonage Maintenance 
Advertisement and Publicity 
Revival Expense 

Social Security Tax 

Lay Delegate Expense to Annual Conference 
Fellowship Meals 
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$ 215.00 
150.00 
962.00 

10,100.00 
3,800.00 


$17,427.00 


$ 3,800.00 


S$ 13;172.00 


$ 6,100.00 
219.60 
2,500.00 
1,900.00 
3,824.00 
260.00 
4,000.00 
1,000.00 
150.00 
325.00 
2,400.00 
3,000.00 
50.00 
300.00 
900.00 
100.00 
300.00 
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Rev. Joe Davis (Red Bird Mission) 
Miscellaneous 
Stewardship Materials 


CHRISTIAN EDUCATION: 
Director of Youth Work 
Literature 
Youth Fellowship and Recreation 
Children’s Division Petty Cash 
Youth Division Petty Cash 
Leadership Training School Expense 
Church Athletics 
Audio Visual Aids 


TOTAL BUDGET 


Needed each Sunday to meet this budget 


Richard Prentis Smith 


$ 29,078.60 


$ 600.00 
1,200.00 
300.00 
100.00 


$42,950.00 
$ 62,627.60 


$ 1,204.37 


Richard P. Smith was born on January 6, 1947, in Martin, Tennessee. He 
graduated from Milan High School in 1965 and received his B. A. in Religion 
and Philosophy from Lambuth College in 1969. It was while he was a student at 
Lambuth that he worked for one year as Youth Director at Hays Avenue 
Church and was recommended for License to Preach by the Quarterly 

Conference of that church. He received his 
Master of Divinity degree from Candler 


that time. 


hosted a 


School of Theology, Emory University in 1972, 
and has done Doctoral work at Candler since 


Before coming to Aldersgate Church in 
1981, he served the Adamsville Circuit (1966- 
67), Hornsby Church (1968-69), Mineral Wells 
Church in Olive Branch, Mississippi, and was 
Associate Minister at Bartlett Church in 
Memphis (1978-1981). He left Aldersgate on 
January 1, 1986, to serve as Executive Minister 
of Broadmoor 
Louisiana. While he was in Shreveport, he 
television show, 
“Reflections,” which aired on the Shreveport 
Cable Channel Six, on the Bossier Cable 
Channel 26, and on the Reach Network in New 
Orleans. He also was 
Religion/Psychology at 


in Shreveport, 


a lecturer in 
Charter Forest 


Psychiatric Hospital in Shreveport and was a 
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consultant in the role of religion in the care of patients. 


In October 1988, he returned to the Memphis Conference. He was appointed 
to start a new congregation, now St. Paul Church, in the Cordova area of 
Memphis. 


We saw this as a unique opportunity to experience the founding 
of a church, an opportunity which few ministers are given. 
While starting a new congregation is demanding work, it is very 
rewarding. As of November 1993, the St. Paul congregation has 
375 members. The average attendance at worship is 251. Weare a 
vital and growing congregation with many ministries, programs, 
and a deep mission commitment. 


Mr. Smith presently serves as the Chairperson of the Board of Ordained 
Ministry in the Memphis Annual Conference. 


Richard Smith is married to the former Pat Webb, an R. N. who has a 
Master’s degree in Counseling. She currently works as a psychiatric nurse 
with emphasis on home health and hospice care. They have two children, 
Leanne, who was born on January 20, 1982, and Clay, born on August 9, 1991. 


About his experience at Aldersgate Church, Richard Smith has written: 


When I had the opportunity to go to Aldersgate United Methodist 
Church in Jackson, Tennessee, as the pastor in 1981, it was a 
special opportunity, because I had been Youth Director at the old 
Hays Avenue Church while at Lambuth College. Thus, I was 
returning to work among persons whom I appreciated and with 
whom I had shared some ministry before. While the church had 
changed, there were still many persons whom I had known at 
Hays Avenue and who proved still to be vital members and 
important leaders of the Aldersgate Church. Not many persons 
have the opportunity to return to a church as pastor where they 
have served previously in a staff position. 


Those years at Aldersgate were very special to me. It still remains 
a strong church with excellent leadership and deep commitment 
among its laity. Our daughter, Leanne, was born while we were at 
Aldersgate, and that made our experience of being affirmed by 
the congregation and loved by the congregation even deeper. 


I feel that God has called me to each of the places where I have 
had the opportunity to serve in the ministry. 


The Building 


For the next decade the most important things to occupy the attention of 
the Administrative Council and the whole membership of the church was the 
arrangement of the church building and its activities and the need for more 
space. The growing congregation and the expanding program of the church 
required more room. Soon after moving into the new building at the corner of 
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Parkway and Campbell, a trailer was purchased to provide more classroom 
space. We read in the Minutes of the Administrative Council, January 25, 1983, 
that this trailer has been paid for. This was just over a year after the 
completion of the Sanctuary building. On April 26, 1984, we find that the 
Mildred Watt Class is meeting in the Choir Room. Carpet was laid in the Choir 
Room to make the room more comfortable. 


There were a number of other projects to make the facilities more 
comfortable and more useful for the congregation. A Storage Building was 
bought and erected in August 1984. “Johnny Milligan reported a new storage 
building has been erected. This was purchased with money designated for 
paint, but not all needed for paint.” 


(September 17, 1983) “John Allen reported the garbage can racks are still 
in the planning stage, and that a diaper rack is to be installed in the Nursery.” 


On April 23, 1985, it was decided to build a brick wall around the air 
conditioning units on the east side of the church. Cost - $1,740.00. 


On April 26, 1983, there was a proposal to enlarge the parking area next to 
the church. The first phase included 69 spaces adjacent to the existing 25 
spaces in the area east of the church. The cost was $9,266.00. The next phase 
proposed was for 72 parking spaces north of the church. The cost, $10,754.50. 
These were added, and by August 23, 1983, we read that there was a proposal for 
the lighting of the parking lots. 


Playground equipment was donated to Aldersgate Church in October 1983. 
The church had to decide where it would be placed. It had been used in 
Centennial Park. The ground for the playground was prepared by the 
Methodist Men, Group No. 2. By April 1984, a fence around the playground was 
installed by Sears at a cost of $1000.00. 


The Hale Street Property 


There were several years when the decision about what to do with the old 
Cumberland Street Baptist Church property, acquired by the church when it 
sold that congregation its building on Hays Avenue, occupied the attention of 
the Administrative Council. The property had been rented for some time. St. 
Mark’s Baptist Church was using the building but having difficulty paying the 
rent each month. The upkeep on the building was a regular problem for the 
Aldersgate people. It was decided that the best idea was to sell the property. 
The Housing and Urban Development Agency was contacted, but they decided 
that they did not want to participate in remodeling the old building. 


A committee was appointed to arrange for the disposal of items which had 
been stored in the building. Margaret Shelton was the chairperson. Her 
committee members were Jack Robinson, Neill Bivens, Hugh Blackmon and 
Frances Cagle. Items not needed in the Aldersgate Church were advertised for 
sale on Saturday, November 12, 1983, from 10:00 until 11:30 a.m. On November 
22, Mrs. Shelton reported that $235.00 was realized from the sale of furniture 
not needed at Aldersgate Church. 
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In September 1984, an appraisal was made of the Hale Street property. It 
was appraised for $62,000.00. The motion carried that the Trustees look into the 
possibility of selling the property. 


A Church Conference was held on July 14, 1985. “Tom Wagster, Chairperson 
of the Committee on Trustees, presented a proposal from the Trustees that the 
buildings and property owned by Aldersgate and located at the corner of Hale 
and Cumberland Streets be sold to St. Mark’s Baptist Church congregation. The 
recommended sale price was $12,000, with $1,500.00; discounted; Aldersgate 
thus receiving $10,500. This proposal had received prior unanimous approval 
of both the Trustees and the Administrative Council.” 


On August 27, 1985, Tom Wagster, Chairman of Trustees, reported on the 
progress of the sale of the Hale Street Church. “The sale did not go through as 
the building was condemned by the City prior to our negotiating the sale, but 
Aldersgate was not notified of this. The Trustees are presently checking into 
the demolition and salvage of the building and Mr. Yates, the realtor, is still 
trying to sell the property.” 


On September 24, 1985, Mr. Wagster reported that the St. Mark’s 
congregation had found a place to worship. They wanted to purchase nine 
pews and an altar that were in the basement of the Hale Street building. The 
Board voted to give St. Mark’s the nine pews and altar. 


October 28, 1985, it was reported that Harold Angus and Thomas Acuff would 
tear down the buildings on the Hale Street property and level the lot for the 
materials in the buildings. The stained glass from the building was removed 
and stored. 


On May 27, 1986, the Trustees voted to sell the lots on Hale Street to 
Habitat for Humanity for $4,000.00. Habitat for Humanity decided against 
buying the lot. Finally, B. T. Coleman offered to buy the lots for $8,000.00. 
They were sold in September 1986. 


Items from the Hale Street property were stored at S. M. Lawrence Co. After 
a number of months, they had to be moved because the company needed the 
space. There were 14 stained glass windows, pews and other items. Bill 
Hammonds said he would make room at his shop to store the stained glass 
windows. 


The stained glass windows are now stored in various closets at Aldersgate 
Church. Some of the pews were sold for $210.00. 


The windows already in the church reappear in the Minutes of the 
Administrative Council from time to time. On November 22, 1983, Louise 
Simpson reported that the Memorials Committee wanted to memorialize two 
long-time, faithful church musicians in the windows which had been placed 
in the choir room. One was to be in memory of Mrs. Mabel Wagster who had 
been choir director at the church and had done such marvelous things with 
the young people in choirs at the church. The other was to be placed in honor 
of Mrs. Thelma Little, church organist over a number of years. This was done 
and the choir paid the expense of the changes made in the windows. 
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Mabel F. Wagster 


Mabel Fowinkle Wagster was born in Memphis, Tennessee, on October 5, 
1923. Her parents were Mr. and Mrs. Robert F. Fowinkle. She was educated in 
Memphis City Schools and graduated from South Side High School in 1942. She 
was a member of the National Honor Society, the Glee Club, the Music 
Committee and was in the Senior Play. She had voice training in Memphis 
with Mrs. Chester Shields. She enrolled in 
Lambuth and attended two years, 1943-1945. 
She studied voice and piano with Mrs. 
Elizabeth Fossey and was a member of the 
Lambuth College Choir. 


While enrolled at Lambuth College, she 
attended Hays Avenue Church and was 
employed by the Church as a director of the 
youth choirs. She also sang in the Sanctuary 
Choir. There she met Bill Wagster and they 
were married on August 19, 1945, at her home 
church, Parkway Methodist Church in 
Memphis. 


In 1946, the Wagsters moved to Mobile, 
Alabama, where Bill was employed. They 
became members of Dauphin Way Methodist 
Church there and she was employed as 
soprano soloist in the church choir. She was 
also employed as soprano soloist in the Jewish 
Synagogue in Mobile. 


In 1947, the Wagsters returned to Tennessee and lived in Somerville. There 
they joined the Somerville Methodist Church and she became choir director 
and served that position until the Wagsters returned to Jackson in 1954. 


They also returned to Hays Avenue Church. She sang in the choir and later 
became director. In addition to the adult choir, she had two youth choirs and 
two children’s choirs. She served as guest song director for revival services 
in other churches and was always happy to work with guest song leaders in 
her own church. 


Bill Wagster said, “Mabel was dedicated to serving God with her musical 
talent.” 


Mabel Wagster came from a musical heritage. Her father, Robert F. 
Fowinkle, was choir director in Memphis Methodist Churches. He retired from 
Parkway Methodist Church in Memphis after many years of faithful service. 
Mabel’s four brothers and four sisters were also musically talented and all had 
excellent singing voices. 


About 1970, Mabel Wagster developed cancer and died on October 19, 1977. 


She was the mother of four children, a son and three daughters. One daughter 
preceded her in death in 1956 at age four. 


208 


The 1980s 


Thelma Humphreys Little 


Thelma Humphreys was born on March 2, 1902, in Murphysboro, Illinois, 
the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. David H. Humphreys. Her family moved to 
Jackson when she was a child. Her father worked for the railroad. She 
married Mr. Bond D. Little in 1948. Mrs. Littlke worked for The Jackson Sun for 
many years and was the secretary to Mr. Albert Stone, editor of the newspaper. 
When Thelma Little died, her Knabe piano 
was given to Aldersgate Church and was 
placed in the Sanctuary. 


Dedicated to the Glory of God and in 
loving memory of Thelma Humphreys Little 
Musician in Hays Avenue Church 
for over fifty years 
by her sisters 
Jessie Humphreys Mathis 
and 
Marguerite Humphreys North 

Thelma Little died on October 3, 1984, at the 
age of 82. Her funeral, conducted by the 
Reverend Richard Smith and the Reverend 
David Olhausen, was .held at Aldersgate 


Church and she was buried in Hollywood 
Cemetery in Jackson. 


In January 1984, the Reverend J. David Olhausen was hired as part-time 
minister at Aldersgate. His duties began on February 1. The Reverend 
Olhausen was minister of Hays Avenue Church from 1957 until 1962. Now, he 
came back to serve his old congregation on a part-time basis. He served the 
church until he had to submit his resignation because of ill health in August 
1986. He was hospitalized in June 1986 and fought a valiant three-year battle 
with cancer before his death on March 25, 1989. The church did not accept his 
resignation until January 1, 1987. His salary continued until that time. 


In February 1987, the Reverend Vernon E. Mischke was hired as Minister of 
Visitation. Vernon Mischke retired from the active ministry in 1981, after 
thirty years as a Methodist minister, having served West Clinton Circuit, 
Adamsville, Stephenson’s Chapel, Alamo, and St. Paul’s, and Rebecca Memorial 
in Memphis. He worked as Minister of Visitation at Aldersgate Church for a 
year, until his resignation in January 1988. He died on October 7, 1990. His 
funeral was conducted at Aldersgate Church by the Reverend Jim Cooper and 
Doctor Jerry B. Carr. 


In November 1985, Richard P. Smith, the minister at Aldersgate since 1981, 


announced that he would be leaving. He would be replaced in the pulpit of 
Aldersgate Church on January 1, 1986, by the Reverend James C. Cooper. 


209 


A Community of Faith 
a ag rr 


James Charles Cooper 


James Charles Cooper came to Aldersgate in January 1986, a mid-year 
appointment. In 1993, when he left Aldersgate Church in Jackson to become 
the minister at First Methodist Church in Trenton, Tennessee, he had had the 
longest tenure at the church of any minister in the 125 years of its existence. 


Jim Cooper, a native of Nashville, was born 
in 1946. His wife Arleen is an art teacher in 
the consolidated school system of Jackson. 
Jim and Arleen have two sons. The older, 
Scott, is a senior at Duke University. His 
younger son, Christopher, is a senior at 
Jackson, Central-Merry High School. 


Jim Cooper and his wife both graduated 
from Lambuth College in 1968. He received 
his Master of Divinity degree from Duke 
University in 1971. Following graduation, he 
had the opportunity to spend a year serving 
as assistant minister of a church in Dumfries, 
Scotland. 


Ine 1972, he. returned, to thewMempiis 
Conference and served McLemoresville and 
Parsons in Carroll County for two years. He 
served as associate minister at Whitehaven 
Church in Memphis from 1974 until 1977. He 
served First Church in Parsons, Tennessee, 
from 1977 until 1981, and First Church in Jackson as associate minister from 
1981 until his appointment to Aldersgate Church. 


At his first meeting of the Administrative Council after his arrival at 
Aldersgate, Jim Cooper was asked to lead the group in prayer as the meeting 
opened. He asked for prayers for the families of the seven crew members who 
lost their lives on the space shuttle Challenger. 


The 1980s 


The New Sunday School Building 


The note on the church building was refinanced in June 1986. The note 
was now $4,206.39, or, $174.33 less than it had been. The building fund was 
doing very well. They thought that the debt would be paid off in five years. 


In August 1986, it was suggested to the Council that more trailers needed to 
be purchased to take care of the growing attendance. Someone else pointed 
out that a metal building, 20 X 40 ft., would cost about $30,000.00 It was finally 
suggested that a permanent addition with about eight class rooms would cost 
between $250,000.00 and $300,000.00. 


In March 1987, the Building Committee had a survey - “What does each 
Sunday School Class expect to happen in a building program and what are 
their needs?” 


In 1987, Aldersgate Church was the beneficiary of a bequest of $125,000.00 
from the estate of Anne and John Wesley Sawyer. Tom Wagster and Bill 
Wagster were appointed to represent Aldersgate to accept receipt of the 
bequest. The money, very generously left to the church, was added to the 
already substantial building fund. 


At a Called Charge Conference on August 25, 1987, Dr. Jerry Carr, the 
Jackson District Superintendent, presided over the election of a building 
committee. Work soon began. 


In the June 28, 1988, issue of The Messenger, the newsletter of Aldersgate 
Church, there was a notice that trees were being cut on the site of the new 
building. “Anyone needing wood, contact John Allen.” 


The new building was consecrated on February 19, 1989, when the 120th 
anniversary of the church was celebrated. District Superintendent Jerry Carr 
and the Reverend James Simons, former pastor, took part in the service with 
the Reverend Jim Cooper. An Open House was held in the new building from 
2:30 until 4:30 in the afternoon. Refreshments were provided, of course, by 
the members of United Methodist Women. Members of the Building Committee 
were listed: Jimmy Duke, Chairman. Hugh Blackmon, Rachel Blackmon, 
Frances Cagle, Bill Hammonds, Sara Hassell, Harry Johnsey, Jim Kirby, Jan 
Matthews, Billy Moore, Jack Naylor, Margo Presson, and Margaret Shelton. 


Soon after the completion of the Sanctuary in 1981, there was discussion 
about a protective covering for the beautiful stained glass. The item appeared 
regularly in the Minutes, but nothing was ever done. There were several bids 
on the work, but by the time the project was mentioned again, the bids were 
too old to consider and had to be done over again. Finally, on March 22, 1988, 
the Arnold Glass Company was instructed to “get things started” to cover the 
stained glass windows. In May 1988, it was finally reported that the windows 
were covered with 3/16” Lexan. Cost - $19,950.00. 


The Revival held May 22 - 25, 1988, was led by four ministers who entered 


the ministry through Hays Avenue/Aldersgate Church. They were Wesley 
McKinnie, Drew Brewer, Nowell Bingham and Jerry Bell. 
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Aldersgate Church has been host to several special music performances by 
visiting groups. On February 12, 1989, the Sanctuary Choir of First United 
Methodist Church in Memphis presented Antonin Dvorak’s Mass in D toa 
large congregation. The members of the visiting choir were entertained 
following the performance with supper in Fellowship Hall. 


There was music by a visiting group on April 22, 1990. The “Cantabile” 
group from the Wesley Foundation at the University of Tennessee at Knoxville 
sang on Sunday morning. Laura Womack, a former Aldersgate choir member, 
was a member of this group. 


There were several guest appearances by musical groups in 1991. On 
Thursday evening, May 30, the first concert by the newly-organized Jackson 
Symphony Chamber Players was presented in Aldersgate Church. The 
program featured works from the late Renaissance and Baroque periods, 
performed on authentic instruments of the age -- harpsichord, viola da gamba, 
and treble recorder. The performers were Dr. Carol Quin, Becky Googe, 
Margaret Thomas, T. Donley Thomas, and Dr. David McClure. Guest artists were 
Ondra Farmer, Mary Grunwald, and Penny Kendall. The concert was sponsored 
jointly by Aldersgate Church and by David and Laura Beverly. 


Another group, the “Cross Notes,” the Youth Choir from Emmanuel United 
Methodist Church in Memphis, presented Allen Pote’s “A Season to Celebrate,” 
on Sunday evening, June 27, 1991. 


Guests who provided special music in 1992 were “The New World Generation 
Youth Choir” from First United Methodist Church, Hendersonville, Tennessee. 
On Sunday, July 26, they presented “A Season to Celebrate” at the morning 
worship hour. Members of the church were asked to provide housing and 
meals for the singers and chaperones for the week-end. 
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The Churches of Jackson in 1990, the pastors appointed that year, and their 
membership: 


Jerry B. Carr, District Superintendent 


Aldersgate James C. Cooper 506 
East Trinity Church Barry N. Scott BE 
First Church Walter E. Mischke, Jr. 1740 
Forest Heights Church L. Al Doyle, Jr. 569 
Jackson Parish Robert P. Gardner 

(Morning Sun) 27, 

(Wesley Chapel) 134 
Lambuth Memorial Church Charles L. Parker 614 
Northside Phillip A. Cook 607 
St. Andrew Joseph B. Johnson 298 
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The 1990s 


A new parsonage was bought for the pastor of Aldersgate Church in 1990. 
Soon after the Coopers moved into the Aldersgate parsonage in January 1986, 
repairs were made to the property. It was felt then that the time had come to 
look for a new parsonage. Several years later, in June 1990, the 
Administrative Council voted to sell the old parsonage at 205 Montclair Drive, 
and to buy a new one. The new house, the current parsonage of Aldersgate 
Church, is at 63 Whitfield Drive. 


The Messenger, June 26, 1990, described the house: 


It is a four bedroom, two bath, brick home, with fenced backyard, 
double carport, and adequate storage space. ... It is the second 
house adjacent to St. Andrew’s United Methodist Church. 


It was announced that the “Aldersgate Church Moving Crew,” headed by 
Billy Moore, would move the Coopers on July 7. The move was made and the 
Coopers left immediately on vacation, a visit to Sweden. In his letter to the 
congregation, printed in the newsletter, the pastor thanked those who had 
helped with the move and thanked those who had brought food for the 
weekend. He told the congregation that they would be invited soon to an Open 
House, so that everyone could see the pastor’s new home. The Open House was 
held on September 9. 


The Choir of Aldersgate Church planned a delightful program in the early 
part of 1990. On Sunday evening, March 18, in the Fellowship Hall, they 
presented a program of the music of Irving Berlin. 


The Bell Tower and Steeple 


In the week after the Irving Berlin program, a very noticeable difference 
in the appearance of Aldersgate Church would begin to take place. On the next 
Sunday, the main front doors of the church would be blocked for the start of 
the steeple construction. “Once that entrance is closed, plan to enter through 
the Fellowship Hall doors during the week, and through the Fellowship Hall or 
the doors close to the chancel and choir room on Sunday. Your cooperation is 
appreciated.” 


By November, there was an invitation to watch the installation of the 
steeple atop the new tower. In the newsletter, December 4, the excitement of 
the event was reported: 


As many of you have seen already, the steeple is almost complete. 
The steeple was set atop the bell tower last Friday. Plans are that 
the windows will be installed this week and the sidewalk will be 
poured. If all of that occurs this week, the front doors of the 
building will be opened at the conclusion of the service on 
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Sunday and you will be able to walk out underneath the bell 
tower as you leave. 


The front doors were opened at the close of the Sunday morning service on 
December 9, 1990. 


The Bell Tower was dedicated on April 7, 1991, the Sunday after Easter. 


The Chairperson of the Building Committee was Jimmy Duke. The members 
of his committee were Hugh Blackmon, Rachel Blackmon, Frances Cagle, Bill 
Hammonds, Sara Hassell, Harry Johnsey, Jim Kirby, Jan Matthews, Bill Moore, 
Jack Naylor, Margo Presson, Margaret Shelton, and Frank Wagster. Frank 
Wagster of TLM Associates, Inc., was the Architect. The Contractor was John 
Allen Construction Company, Inc. Frank Wagster, the Architect and John 
Allen, the Contractor, are both members of Aldersgate Church. 


The Bell Tower was given by Mrs. Lillian Mallory Stanley, in memory of 
her husband, Charles Stanley. The tower and steeple rise 150 feet above the 
main entrance to the church. It is a beautiful and very impressive entrance to 
the building. 


Mr. Stanley died in 1979. Mrs. Stanley died on January 13, 1993. It was not 
until after her death that it was announced to the members of Aldersgate 
Church that Mrs. Stanley was the benefactor of the tower. A handsome plaque 
was placed on the wall adjoining the tower. 

Aldersgate 
United Methodist Church 
Bell Tower and Steeple 
Dedicated to 
the Glory of God 
given by Charles and Lillian 
Stanley 
In Loving Memory 

Mr. and Mrs. Stanley moved to Jackson in 1947. She was very active in Hays 
Avenue Church where she served as Circle Chairwoman many times. She was 
President of the Woman’s Society and was a District Officer in the 1950s and 
60s. She was a member of Aldersgate Church and of the Mildred Watt Sunday 


School Class. Mr. and Mrs. Stanley were buried in Highland Memorial Gardens 
Cemetery in Jackson. 
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The Bell 


The bell placed in the tower is perhaps the oldest voice in Jackson. It is the 
bell that was originally in the belfry next to the original frame church on 
Hays Avenue. The bell was manufactured by William Kaye and Brothers 
Foundry in Louisville, Kentucky. The company went out of business in 1890. 
That old bell was moved to the “new” brick church in 1894, and was there until 
Mr. Hugh Blackmon with the help of a moving company, removed it, had it 
sand blasted for cleaning and saved it for use in its handsome new tower at 
Campbell and Parkway. 


The Windows in the tower were given: 
In memory of Clarence Edward Davis by Gertrude Davis. 
In memory of R. C. McAlexander Sr. by Mrs. R. C. McAlexander, Sr. 


In memory of Theo and Mary Sue Garrett Jones 
by Rayburn and Frances Jones Cagle 


In memory of Gerry Elizabeth Barnette, Bobby Cain, 
Judy Fortner, and Sandy Moore 
by the Wisdom Seekers Sunday School Class. 


A subcommittee of The Administrative Council met in June 1990, and 
decided that the bell in the bell tower should be rung: 


At 9:30 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. each Sunday, 

Prior to any special worship services (e.g., Watch Night, Tenebrae, etc.) 
On holidays such as the 4th of July, 

At funerals, 

Certain national events that call for community participation. 


Robert Johnston was designated as the bell ringer. He began ringing the 
bell on Sunday, June 16, 1990. 


Early in September 1990, the steeple was lighted. The lighting was a 
memorial gift, given by Ruth S. Mischke in memory of her husband, the 
Reverend Vernon Evans Mischke. 


It was pointed out in the newsletters of 1992 that a number of members of 
Aldersgate Church participated in a projects in the larger community. There 
were those who took part in the Meals on Wheels program. Several members 
of Aldersgate took part in C.A.R.E., (Center for Adult Reading and Enrichment), 
which met weekly at the church. Some members took part in the Jackson 
Community Soup Kitchen, a daily lunch for homeless, transient and 
underpriviledged individuals and families. These various activities were 
described in the newsletter. Members of the church were encouraged to take 
part in these activities. 
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The year 1992 was a busy year in the life of Aldersgate Church. The year 
began with a visit by the Reverend Gordon Greathouse, the church ’s 
missionary to Brazil. The relationship between the Greathouse family and 
Aldersgate Church began in April 1990, and continues today. 


At the January meeting of the Administrative Council, a decision was made 
to finish the basement of the newest addition to the Sunday School Building. 
The space was to be used for meetings and other activities. It was said that 
restroom facilities would be identical to those of the main floor of the 
educational building. Heating and air conditioning and lighting would be 
installed. The date for the work to begin was not established at that time, but it 
was said that construction would be done by the John H. Allen Construction 
Company at a cost of $45,000. Work began in May 1992. 


The choir of Aldersgate Church presented special music at the Easter and 
Christmas seasons. On Sunday morning, April 5, the choir presented “The 
Seven Last Words of Christ” by Theodore Dubois. Soloists included Jo Ellen 
Tillman, soprano; Patty Simmons, contralto; John Paul Hunley, tenor; and 
Bennett Tillman, baritone. Dr. Jo Fleming was Director and Lee Bell was 
Organist. 


At Christmastime, on Sunday night, December 20, the Sanctuary Choir 
presented a Service of Lessons and Carols. Music was provided by the choir. 
Scripture from the Hebrew Scriptures and the New Testament were read by 
members of the congregation. 


There was a special Christmas Eve Communion Service at 5:30 p.m. 


The making of communion bread by the ladies of Hays Avenue 
Church was a tradition which is being carried on today at 
Aldersgate. The recipe is one which has been passed down from 
generation to generation. For 30 years or more, Mary Cowles and 
Dolores Blackmon have been making our communion bread in 
their own kitchens! We thank them for their dedication, time, 
and patience. 


Besides Mrs. Gordon Cowles and Mrs. Hugh Blackmon, those who took the 
responsibility of making the Communion Bread include Mrs. Robert Johnston, 
Mrs. Catherine Brewer, Mrs. Irene Gowan, Mrs. Dwight Faris, Mrs. W. C. 
Blackmon, and Mrs. Sam Williams. 
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Communion Bread Recipe 


1 cup flour 

1/8 teaspoon salt 

3 tablespoons butter or vegetable oil 
1/3 cup water 


Never use Hog Lard in the Bread! 


Roll very thin, about 1/4 at a time for easier handling. 
Place sheet of dough on cookie sheet. Mark with a table 
knife in very small squares. Bake 325° until very light 
brown. Break along marks. 


The Revival in 1992 was held October 4- 7. The preacher for the series was 
the Reverend Richard P. Smith, former minister of the church. He was now 
the minister of St. Paul Church in the Cordova area of Memphis. He has been 
minister of St. Paul Church since it was founded in 1988. 


Sunday School Classes 


In 1992, it was announced in The Messenger that beginning on April 26, 
“and continuing for the next few months, the Work Area on Education will be 
spotlighting Aldersgate’s Sunday School classes. A different class will be 
featured each week. Watch the bulletin board for pictures and information. 
Each class will be recognized at a morning worship service. It is hoped that, if 
you are not a member of a class, you will visit one or more and consider 
becoming a class member.” There was an article in the newsletter each week 
about one of the Sunday School’s classes. 


(April 21) Two Years Old Class. Sue Alexander is the teacher of the 
class for children 18 months to three years old. These children 
leave the nursery as they reach 18 months and leave this class 
when they reach three years old. Sue uses literature designed for 
this group. She shows them pictures, reads the little lesson, and 
shares a Bible verse with them. They “discuss” this lesson as they 
share a snack of crackers or cereal and look at their pictures. 
They also have playtime with toys appropriately chosen for this 
group. They also sing songs with their lesson, and they are 
participating in the singing which Ondra Farmer is leading for 
three of the children’s classes. The children are well loved by 
Sue who prepares them well for the next phase of their Sunday 
School life. These children are Mary Davis, Mark Grace, Kathleen 
Law, Will McAlexander, Hunter Meriwether, and Bonnie Presson. 
In May, when they turn 18 months old, Ryan Click and Knox 
Chapman will be joining the class. 


(April 28) The Youth Class, made up of 7th thru 12th graders, 
studies a variety of topics. All topics deal with us being a child of 
God and how, as a child of God, we relate to that God, to ourselves, 
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and to our family and friends. The class is taught by Davie 
Harrison with Jane Kirby filling in as a substitute. 


(May 5) lst and 2nd Grade Class. This is a very active group, as 
you know if you have walked by the classroom during the Sunday 
School hour. On any given Sunday there will be between two and 
fifteen children in attendance. There is a Bible story for each 
Sunday’s lesson along with activities related to the story. The 
class is taught by Arleen Cooper. 


(May12) The Wisdom Seekers Class is composed of singles and 
married adults, 40 years old and older. The teacher is Susan 
Hiscox, and the basic lesson material is Adult Bible Studies, the 
International Lesson Series. On occasion the class will have a 
special study such as Maxie Dunham’s That’s What the Man Said. 
Periodically the class gets together for social events in addition to 
the Sunday morning class time. 


(May 19) Nursery. From birth to 18 months, our babies are given 
tender, loving care in the Nursery. Through the years, many 
have begun their Sunday School life at the tender age of 2 weeks. 
The size of the class changes often with the birth of new babies 
and the “promotion” to the 2 Year Old Class when they are 18 
months old. Those presently attending “Nursery Sunday School” 
are Blake Cross, Drake Duncan, Amy Matthews, and Sarah 
McAlexander. Others attend during Morning Worship. Nursery 
attendants are Susan White, who has been with us for over 7 
years, and Annie Bridgman, who has been with us for one year. 


(May 26) The Dean Eagle Class is a class with a long history. In 
the 1930s Dean Marvin Eagle of Lambuth College was invited to 
teach this class of men. By the 1940s, after World War II, there 
were aS many as 95 men attending this class. Dean Eagle would 
arrange all-day trips to Pilots Knob and Shiloh where the class 
had their Sunday School lesson and then hiked through the 
battlefield with the Dean’s inimitable explanation of the history. 
Since Dean Eagle retired in the 60s, the class has had as teachers 
Henry Gilbert, Forrest Gowan, Dwight Faris, Adron McAlexander 
and now George May. They study the International Lesson from 
the Adult Bible Study quarterly. Members active now are Ted 
Fesmire, Adron McAlexander, Elton Winslow, Harry Johnsey, 
Robert Johnston, Dale Wood. J. C. Daniel, who died on May 23, was 
also a faithful member of the class. Their shut-in members are O. 
J. Tate, Dwight Faris, Richard Parrish, and Charles McGee. 


(June 2) The Alpha Class, Aldersgate’s newest addition to the 
Sunday School program, was founded in June 1991. It was 
originally started for young adults and particularly new 
members of the church. Their first topic of study was the 
Methodist religion. Taught by Rev. Jim Cooper, the class has 
studied faith sharing, the book of Genesis, and are now using the 
Adult Bible Study Quarterly. It’s membership has grown to 21. 
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Members include: Jim and Susan Brewer, David and Kathleen 
Bryan, Frank and Laura Chapman, Scott and Regina Cross, Robert 
Johnsey, Tom and Jan McAlexander, Ted and Sandy Maxwell, John 
and Joy Merriwether, Robert and Ivy Morford, Richard and Sally 
Thomas, and Tom and Margaret Thomas. 


(June 9) Irene Wheat Fellowship Class The first couples class of 
Hays Avenue Methodist Church was organized in late 1945. 
Through the years there have been many members, several 
teachers, and two name changes. Irene Wheat has taught the 
class for 35 years and the class honored her in 1991 by changing 
the class name from Adult Fellowship to the Irene Wheat 
Fellowship. Charter members who remain active are: Mary and 
Robert Dixon, Mary June and Buddy Holley, and Ethylee and Bill 
Hammonds. Lessons are from the Adult Bible Studies. The class 
supports Aldersgate and the community with time and money. 
Class socials are held every other month. 


(June 16) 4 Year Old and Kindergarten Class The 4 and 5 year old 
class has 14 members and usually has 2-3 visitors each Sunday. 
We learn stories of Jesus and do activities that go along with our 
lesson story. We are learning Bible verses this quarter. On 
special days, we have treats to go along with our lesson. The class 
has been taught for the last 2 years by Cissy Carr, who sometimes 
slips and calls the children “her babies.” The active members are 
Kent Archer, John Arnold, Haley Brewer, Kathryn Davis, Daniel 
Duncan, Megan Duncan, Craig Frommell, Elise Gibson, Sara 
Havner, Lauren and Matthew Law, Laura Matthews, and Caleb 
Meriwether. 


(June 23) 3 Year Old Sunday School Class The 3 year old Sunday 
School class is team-taught by Teresa Frommel and Marcia Law. 
These very loving and active children are a source of delight 
especially when “telling things” parents do not always want told. 

The class uses color picture cards designed to help children 
respond to God and the world around them. These cards have 
selected Bible verses, stories and related life experiences to which 
the children enjoy listening. 

The members of this class are: Scott Archer, Elizabeth 
Austin, Claire Brewer, Logan Click, Sarah Hopper, Kathleen Law, 
Laurel Meriwether, and Rachel Pettigrew. 


(June 30) The Mildred Watt Class is the oldest continuing class in 
our Sunday School division. It came into being about 1931-32 asa 
young ladies class with Amy Jo Campbell as teacher. A few years 
later, Mrs. T. G. Morris became teacher and the class carried her 
name, the Minnie Lee Morris Class. In 1981 the name was 
changed to honor Mildred Watt who was teacher from 1945 until 
1989. The remaining members of the Workers Service Class 
joined this class last year. There are 34 active members and 10 
inactive or homebound members. The average attendance is 25. 
This is a benevolent class, cooperating in all endeavors of the 
church, as well as making contributions to many worthy causes 


Zon 


A Community of Faith 
felon = a ee ee 


in the community. Bonnie Raney presently serves as teacher and 
Hugh Blackmon as assistant. Class officers are: Margaret 
Shelton, President; Olivia Newman, Secretary; Frances Todd, 
Treasurer. 


(July 7) 5th and 6th Grade Class The teachers for the Sth and 6th 
grade Sunday School Class are Harold James and Elaine Jones. 
They have been teaching the class for about 7 years. The basic 
source for the lessons is the Invitation Bible Studies. Various 
games and activities are incorporated into the lesson and treats 
are provided for the class on occasion. Members of the class are: 
Ben Allen, Jessica Bond, Wesley Cantrell, Drew Farmer, Stephen 
Grace, Amanda Leigh, Ashley Presson, Matthew Presson, Jeff 
Rogers, Christine Sortet, Evan Thomas, Daniel Porter, and Shelley 
Smith. 


(July 14) The Pathfinders Class originated at Aldersgate 
approximately ten years ago when several “younger” members 
of the Wisdom Seekers decided to establish their own class. 
Richard Smith was the first teacher. Other teachers have been 
Drew Brewer, Connie Copley, Brent Cochran, Kathy Hunter, and 
other class members who have taken their “turns” when the 
class was without an official teacher. Present teachers are Lynn 
Havner and David Beverly. 

The very apt description of the Pathfinders is 
communicated by the word SERVICE. They have contributed to 
many community projects such as the Soup Kitchen and RIFA. 

On most Sundays the Pathfinders pack their classroom. 
They have felt comfortable with a variety of study materials - 
from the Bible itself to Biblical commentaries to contemporary 
issues. The class is presently studying the doctrines of 
Methodism. In their awareness of life’s many mysteries, the 
Pathfinders continue to question and to search for the meaning 
God has given and continues to give in the lives of twentieth- 
century men and women. 


(July 21) 3rd and 4th Grade Class The 3rd and 4th grade Sunday 
School Class is an active class at Aldersgate. We study the 
Invitation Bible Series which helps the members of our class 
learn about God’s Word and how it relates to them in everyday 
living. Along with the Bible story, an activity of some type is 
usually a part of each lesson. Many of the members of our class 
serve the church as acolytes. This is their first opportunity to be 
of service to the church. In addition, the class has chosen 
several projects throughout the years as service projects. Most 
recently, the class sponsored our church’s effort to send food to 
Russia in the Moscow to Moscow food drive by setting up 
collection boxes in the church and by shopping with their 
Sunday School offering money on a trip to Kroger. We also keep 
busy with some fun activities. Last fall we went to the zoo in 
Memphis and we are planning a trip to the Pink Palace 
Planetarium this Sunday as we study God’s universe. The 
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members of the class are Abby Arnold, Emily Austin, Anna 
Brewer, Stephen Frommel, David Hollis, Shannon Hopper, Emily 
Hunter, Christopher Nelson, John Presson, Sarah Presson, 
Stephen Sutton, Andy Thomas, and Bradley Tomlin. Teachers are 
Marianne Archer and Sarah Gibson. 


(July 28) The Rainbow Connection began in January 1991, to 
accommodate the Children whose learning styles differ from 
their peers and cannot always benefit from a traditional Sunday 
School class. In addition to Julie Duke and Stephen Hunter from 
Aldersgate, our class includes Chris Tresz from Northside 
Methodist Church and Angela Doumitt from St. Mary’s. The class 
adapts the Invitation Series for its literature. Members enjoy 
social activities together such as eating out, miniature golf, and 
picnics. Sheila Arnold is the teacher, and Regina Cross 
substitutes. 
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The Staff of Aldersgate Church - 1993 


Charles Lee Bell, Jr. 


Lee Bell became the organist at Hays Avenue Church on the second Sunday 
in June 1969. He couldn’t start on the first Sunday because he was involved 
with the activities associated with graduating from Lambuth College. In May, 
his organ teacher, Dr. Jo Fleming, came up to him in the Student Lounge and 
told him that Hays Avenue Church was looking for an organist. 


I went over there several days 
later. 1 went in the side door. 
Mrs. Raney was sitting there at 
the typewriter. I said that I had 
heard that the church was 
looking for an organist. I went 
in to look at the organ and 
started playing. She said, 
“That’s pretty music.” Then; 
Cecil Page came in and said, 
“You can have the job if you 
want it.” That’s all there was. I 
said, “I’ll take it.” 


Lee was born in Memphis and grew up 
there, attending Messick School for his whole 
public school career. He moved to Jackson 
when he enrolled in Lambuth College and has 
remained a resident of Jackson ever since. 
Lee has been teaching in the Public School 
system since his graduation from Lambuth 
and is now teaching at Jackson Central - Merry High School. 


Lee played at Hays Avenue until November of 1974, when he was offered 
the position as organist at First Methodist Church. He was at First Methodist 
Church as organist for four years. He had been playing for the Methodist 
Church at Bells, Tennessee, for about a year when he ran into Margaret 
Shelton, the Chairman of the Aldersgate Music Committee, at the Hut. She 
asked him if he would like the job at Aldersgate, and he said, “Yes.” 


During the years that Lee Bell was away, the organists were Lorette Deaton, 
Wayne Warren, and Deward R. Rahm. Dick Brown left his position as Choir 
Director to go, first, to First Presbyterian Church and then to Lambuth 
Memorial Church as Choir Director. When he left, Deward Rahm took the 
combined job as Organist-Choir Director. 


Lee returned to Aldersgate in 1980 and is still the organist there. He was 
Choir Director as well as organist for about two years after his return. When 
he gave up the Choir Director’s responsibilities, the church hired Kathy (Mrs. 
Michael) Tallent. Ondra Johnson Farmer was Choir Director for almost three 
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years, beginning her duties in February 1988. Ondra Farmer graduated of E. W. 
Grove High School in Paris, Tennessee. She received her Bachelor’s degree 
from Lambuth College and her Master of Music Education degree from Murray 
State in 1973. She has taught in Jackson - Madison County public schools for 
sixteen years. She and her husband, Charles H. Farmer, the Mayor of the City 
of Jackson, are both active members of Aldersgate Church. 


Since November 1990, Dr. Jo Fleming has been the director of the choir. 


On May 8, 1990, the pastor’s letter in The Messenger said, “Thanks... to 
those who helped organize the recognition for Lee Bell. I think we may have 
surprised him!” The surprise was a tribute paid to him during the worship 
service and a spaghetti luncheon which followed the service to honor 
Aldersgate’s organist for his years of outstanding service to the church and its 
music program. The idea came from the Work Area on Worship and was 
approved by the Administrative Council. A love offering from members of the 
church was presented to him. In addition to the gift of money, there was a 
Proclamation from the Mayor of the City of Jackson: 


Proclamation 


Whereas, Lee Bell has been a faithful staff member at Hays 
Avenue-Aldersgate Methodist Church for Twenty 
Years; and 


Whereas, Lee Bell has positively influenced the lives of 
numerous young people of our City for many 
years; and 


Whereas, Lee Bell has used his talent and humor to enrich 
and entertain the Aldersgate Church Choir; and 


Whereas, It is appropriate that the entire community 
recognize the contributions that Mr. Bell has 
made to the citizens of Jackson. 


NOW, THEREFORE, I, CHARLES FARMER, MAYOR OF THE 
CITY OF JACKSON, TENNESSEE, DO HEREBY PROCLAIM 
SUNDAY, MAY 6TH, 1990, AS 


LEE BELL DAY 


In the City of Jackson and urge all citizens and members of the 
Aldersgate Methodist Church to join with me in saluting and 
paying tribute to Lee Bell. 


IN WITNESS WHEREOF I HEREUNTO SET MY HAND AND 
CAUSE THE SEAL OF THE CITY OF JACKSON, TENNESSEE, TO 
BE AFFIXED THIS 5TH DAY OF MAY, 1990. 


CHARLES H. FARMER, MAYOR 
CITY OF JACKSON, TENNESSEE 
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Two part-time staff members were added to the payroll in May 1990. Jan 
McAlexander was hired to be Church Secretary, three days a week. Lynne 
Arnold was elected Mother’s Day Out Director. She replaced Carolyn Davis, who 
was leaving because of the impending birth of a new baby. 


In October, the Staff-Parish Committee happily announced that Dr. Jo 
Fleming had been hired as Choir Director at Aldersgate Church. He would 
begin his duties at the church in mid-November. Ondra Farmer would 
continue as Choir Director until that time. She thanked the congregation for 
the beautiful Crystal Bowl which thay had given her as a rememberance of 
her time as Choir Director. 


Dr. Jo Fleming 


Jo Lee Fleming, Aldersgate’s Choir Director, is a native of Morrilton, 
Arkansas. He attended schools in Arkansas and received his B. A. degree from 
Hendrix College in Conway. His Master of Sacred Music degree in piano 
performance is from Southern Methodist University, and he received his 
Doctor of Sacred Music degree in organ and musicology from Union Seminary 
in New York. He has done additional work at 
Perkins School of Theology, Boston 
University, New York University and the 
University of Arkansas. 


Dr. Fleming has served as Organist and 
Choir Director at churches in Arkansas, 
Texas, New Jersey, and Tennessee. 


He served on the faculty of Hendrix 
College from 1957 until 1962, and has been a 
member of the faculty of Lambuth University 
since 1964. Dr. Fleming is a Recitalist and has 
led workshops in Choral Music, Hymnody and 
Choral Techniques at Conference amd 
Jurisdictional levels in the Methodist Church. 
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Sue Alexander 


Sue Alexander succeeded Bonnie Raney as Church Secretary in 1982. On 
October 25, 1983, the Administrative Council upgraded her position. She was 
made Administrative Secretary. Her duties were to include assisting the 
minister, managing the office, coordinating supplies, coordinating the Budget 
and serving as Financial Secretary. She continues in that job. 


Sue House Alexander was born in House, 
Mississippi, a town named for her great- 
great-grandfather, a circuit-riding preacher 
for the Methodist Church. She attended 
school in Meridian, Mississippi, including 
Junior College. While attending college, she 
worked as Veteran’s Secretary for the Bursar, 
carrying a full-time college load and a full- 
time work load. Since that time, she has 
worked in the Manager’s office of Southern 
Bell Telephone & Telegraph, and in law 
offices in New Orleans, Louisiana, and in 
Tupelo, Mississippi. 


She married James T. Alexander in 1966. 
They moved to Jackson, Tennessee, in 1967. 
After moving to Jackson, Sue was interim 
administrator of the Jackson Nursing Center. 
They have two sons. Barry, the older son, is a 
Civil Engineer. Gary, the younger son, works 
for DeVilbiss Manufacturing Company in 
Jackson. 


During the time that her children were growing up, Sue was active in 
Parent-Teachers organizations, Cub Scouts and Families in Action.. She was a 
room mother. 


Sue Alexander had not been active in a church in Jackson until Aldersgate 
Church was established. She has said that when Parkway was first opened, it 
was her favorite place to drive. When she saw the sign on the corner of 
Parkway and Campbell which announced that Aldersgate Methodist Church 
would soon be built there, she determined that she would attend that church. 
She attended on the first Sunday that services were held at Campbell and 
Parkway. She joined several weeks later and has been a faithful member since 
that time and an invaluable member of the staff since 1982. 
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Trina Bell 


Trina Bell has been a member of the staff of Aldersgate Church since May 
1, 1993, as Director of Youth and Children’s Ministries. Trina was born in 
Nashville and grew up in Murfreesboro, Tennessee. She was a member of the 
first graduating class of Lambuth University in 1992. 


Trina’s job at Aldersgate is to coordinate 
all the youth and children’s programs. 
Working with the Education Work Area and 
the Children’s Council, she creates basic 
outlines for each of the groups, recruits and 
trains counselors, provides guidance for 
program selection, and seeks and makes 
available various curriculum resources. She 
is the link between the children and youth of 
the church and the Administrative Council 
and the minister. 


In the six months that I’ve been 
at Aldersgate I have met some of 
the goals I set for myself and the 
various programs, while others 
will require more time. We now 
have programs (outside the 
Sunday School hour) for 
children grades K-12. 


Children (K-3) are members of 
the L.O.V.E. Club (Living Our Values Every Day), which meets 
monthly. This group looks at a different Christian value each 
month and discusses how it affects their everyday life. These 
children also have a period of fun and fellowship at each 
meeting. 


Children in grades 4 and 5 meet monthly in a group focusing on 
faith and its meaning in daily life. They also share in a time of 
fun and fellowship at each meeting. 


The 6th grade fellowship mets weekly in Confirmation Studies. 
This group is intended to mix confirmation class with a pre- 
U.M.Y.F. experience involving missions projects along with fun 
and fellowship. 


Youth, grades 7-12 are involved in U.M.Y.F. This group meets 
weekly and shares in a variety of program topics related to issues 
affecting daily life. Each week’s meeting begins with a snack 
supper and ends with a recreation period. The U.M.Y.F. strives to 
complete a monthly service project, making mission work a 
primary emphasis of the group. The group also participates in 
several “fun” outings a month. Whether it is a trip to Lakeshore, 
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a Conference Youth event, Midnight Bowling, or an amusement 
park, this group has a good time wherever it goes. 


Future goals for the youth department are to increase the 
spirituality of the U.M.Y.F., to increase programs to include small 
group Bible studies, sharing groups and alternative ministries, 
such as puppetry and clowning. I also plan for the group to take 
part in a summer missions trip. In the future, I would also like to 
see the church facilities opened for recreation and fellowship for 
the children and youth at various times during the week. All of 
these things take time and right now our focus is to establish 
firmly each of these groups. The Youth and Children’s 
Department at Aldersgate currently serves approximately 75, 
grades K-12, and has 11 counselors. Although we would always 
like to grow in number, my personal feeling is that quality is 
better than quantity. If we can run high quality programs for 
the young people that are here, I am satisfied that growth will be 
the result in the long run. 


Elaine H. Jones 


Elaine H. Jones, the daughter of Buddy and Mary June Holley, has directed 
the Children’s Choirs at Aldersgate Church for eight years. 


She is a graduate of Jackson High School. She received her B. S. degree in 
Music Education from Tennessee Tech in Cookville in 1970, and she received 
her Master of Music Education degree from 
Delta State in Cleveland, Mississippi. She has 
taught school in Georgia and Mississippi, and 
has taught for eleven years in Jackson - 
Madison County Schools. 


Elaine has taught the 5th grade class in 
the Sunday School at Aldersgate Church for 
nine years. She is married to Phillip Jones. 
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Richard Talley 


Richard Talley has been a member of the custodial staff of Aldersgate 
Church for almost ten years. His brother and mother both worked for 
Aldersgate Church. Five years ago, when his brother Tony left the church to 
join the Army, Richard was made a full-time employee. He graduated from 
Jackson’s Central - Merry High School and served three years in the U. S. 
Army, 1974 - 1977. He has attended Jackson 
State Community College. On April 28, 1984, 
he married, and he and his wife Arvis have 
two sons, Richard Talley, Jr., and Matthew 
Talley. Both of his sons attend Lincoln 
Magnet School. 
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At the time of Annual Conference in 1993, the Reverend James C. Cooper 
was moved to First Church in Trenton, Tennessee. He was replaced in the 
pulpit of Aldersgate Church by the Reverend William T. Jowers. 


William T. Jowers 


William T. Jowers, the son of Joe and Margaret Jowers, was born in 
Dyersburg, Tennessee, on April 18, 1947. He has one sister, Mrs. Mary Jo Baker. 
He attended Dyersburg City Schools and graduated from high school in 1965. 
He received his B. S. degree from the University of Tennessee at Martin in 1971 
and his Master of Divinity degree from Memphis Theological Seminary in 1974. 
He was ordained Deacon in 1972 and ordained 
Elder in 1974. He was admitted into the 
Memphis Conference in full connection in 
1975. 


The Reverend William Jowers has served 
churches in the Memphis Conference for 
twenty-six years. His appointments include 
Elbric¢ems Circuit, ~Mtq4CarmeleGircinie 
Randolph-Hopewell, Martin Area United 
Methodist Ministries, Grace Church in 
Humboldt, South Fulton Circuit, and First 
Church and Yellow Springs Extended Ministry 
at Parsons. He came to Aldersgate Church in 
Jackson from First Church in Selmer, 
Tennessee. 


He married Beverly Dunlap on August 7, 
1971, and they have two sons, Jeffrey T. 
Jowers, age 20, and Aaron L. Jowers, age 13. 
He is a member of the Humboldt Exchange 
Club and of the Jackson Lions Club. He lists as 
hobbies: fishing, hunting, and watching football. 
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Links with the Past 


There are three members of the present-day Aldersgate Church who are 
descendents of signers of the Charter which marked the beginning the 
church in 1869, one-hundred, twenty-five years ago. Two of these members, 
Mrs. Margaret Shelton and Mrs. Frances Cagle, are very active members of the 
church. The third, Kathy Shelton, the daughter of Margaret Shelton, is still a 
member of the church but no longer lives in Jackson. 


Frances Catherine Jones Cagle, the wife of Rayburn O. Cagle, is the great- 
granddaughter of Thomas Henry and Susan Rebecca Henderson Garrett. 
Thomas H. Garrett was one of the Trustees who were responsible for the 
purchase of the original property on Hays Avenue. Susan Garrett was one of 
the thirteen signers of the Charter which began the church. Mrs. Cagle’s 
father, Atlas Theophilus Jones, was first mentioned in this history as a soldier 
during World War I. He returned to Jackson and married Mary Sue Garrett in 
1920 and became a leader in the activities of the church, serving as Chairman 
of the Board of Stewards. Mary Sue Garrett was the daughter of William 
Thomas Garrett, the second child and second son of Thomas and Susan Garrett. 
William Thomas Garrett is listed in the church membership in the 1905 
Directory (p. 56). 


Margaret Shelton, the widow of Dr. Norris Shelton, is also a descendent of 
Thomas and Susan Garrett. Her father was Henry Leroy Pope, and her mother 
was Lettie May Garrett. Lettie May Garrett was the daughter of James Thomas 
Garrett, the first child of Thomas H. and Susan Garrett. 


Mrs. Shelton is also a descendent of Wyatt A. Taylor, a founder of the 
church and one of the original Trustees. It was he, with Mr. J. T. Beveridge, 
who pushed for the establishment of the church in East Jackson and who 
contributed so substantially to its beginning. Members of Mr. Taylor’s family 
have been active in the life of the church throughout its history, have 
contributed generously to the church, and have bequeathed many generous 
gifts to the church throughout its history. 


Mr. Taylor was married three times. In 1858 he married Miss Tennessee 
Virginia Collins, who lived until 1872. They had four sons and four daughters: 
Matilda Anderson Taylor, Annie Rebecca Taylor, Ella Taylor, Henry Taylor, 
William Anderson Taylor, Thomas Isham Taylor, Lula Rebecca Taylor, and 
Frank Taylor. 


1) Matilda Anderson Taylor, born May 15, 1859, was only fourteen months 
old when she died on July 23, 1860. 


2) Annie Rebecca Taylor was born in 1860. She married William Winfield 
Pope in 1879. She was an active member of the church and appears on the list 
of those from whom money was to be collected in the list of 1878. She was also 
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listed in the Directory of Members in 1905. Mr. Pope died at the age of 48 in 
1899. Mrs. Pope lived until 1937. They had seven children. 


3) Wyatt A. Taylor’s third daughter, Ella Taylor, was born on August 5, 1862, 
and died on May 18, 1863, less than one year old. 


4) Henry Taylor married Eva Gooch. He served Hays Avenue Church as a 
member of the Board of Stewards and of the Board of Trustees. 


5) William Anderson Taylor (1866-1914) was an active member of the Board 
of Stewards of Hays Avenue Church. He married Fannie Belle Fenton. 


6) Thomas Isham Taylor married Lula Merryweather. 
7) Lula Rebecca Taylor married Jesse Allen Thompson. 
8) Frank Taylor married Jo Ella Warrell. 


Wyatt Taylor’s second wife was Miss Elvira Lawrence. They had two sons: 
Lawrence Taylor and Richard Taylor. Elvira Lawrence Taylor died in 1877. 


9) Lawrence Taylor was married twice. He first married Bess McKevitt. 
Lawrence Taylor was very active on the Board of Stewards and as a Trustee of 
Hays Avenue Church. He also served as Mayor of Jackson for sixteen years. 
For many years, Bess McKevitt Taylor taught a large Sunday School Class that 
was named the Bess Taylor Service Class. She was an active member of the 
Woman’s Society and served on the Board of Stewards. Lawrence Taylor’s 
second wife was Pauline Love Wasson. 


10) Richard Taylor died at the age of 2 or 3 years. 


In 1878, Wyatt A. Taylor married Mary Emma Wilson Allen, who was a 
teacher at the Main Street High School in Vicksburg, Mississippi, at the time of 
their marriage. They had two sons and two daughters. 


11) Wyatt Alva Taylor married Kate McKissack. He was a Steward of Hays 
Avenue Church and Sunday School Superintendent. 


12) Mary Emma Taylor married Eugene Barton. 
13) Hollie W. Taylor died as a young man. 


14) Minnie Lee Taylor married Tandy G. Morris. Minnie Lee Morris 
inherited the big house on Hays Avenue that was built by her father, Wyatt 
Adam Taylor. She was active in many aspects of the life of Hays Avenue 
Church. Mrs. Morris had two children: Minnie Lee, who died suddenly of 
spinal meningitis while she was a young college student, and Dr. Tandy Morris, 
who served with honor in World War II, returned home to study medicine, and 
practiced in Memphis. Mrs. Morris taught a class for young ladies that was 
called the Minnie Lee Morris Class. That class was renamed about 1980, and is 
now called the Mildred Watt Class. It is the oldest Sunday School Class at 
Aldersgate Church. 
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The next generation of the Taylor Family: 


Annie Rebecca and William Winfield Pope had seven children. Eula T. Pope, 
the oldest, married Matt Hill. They were active in Hays Avenue Church, both 
serving as members of the Board of Stewards. 


Their second child was Lawrence Umphries Pope who died as a young man. 


Their third child was Henry Leroy Pope, married Lettie Mae Garrett, giving 
their descendants two Charter signers among their ancestors. Their four 
children grew up in Hays Avenue Church. One of their daughters is Margaret 
Shelton, the last member of this family still active in Aldersgate Church. Mrs. 
Shelton’s brother, Judge Henry Leroy Pope, Jr., was very active in Hays 
Avenue Church including being Chairman of the Board of Stewards, until he 
moved to Memphis in 1967. Judge Pope kept wonderful scrap-books with 
memorabilia about Hays Avenue Church which have been of inestimable value 
to the author of this history. 


The next three children of Annie Rebecca and William Winfield Pope were 
daughters: Willie Margaret , who married Will Bell Henry; Mary Lucille, who 
married Grover Hayden; and Miriam Virginia, who was married twice - first to 
Harry Clay Pinkston and then to Jo S. Gest. All three of these sisters, “the Pope 
girls,” were very active in the life of Hays Avenue Church. It was Mrs. Willie 
Henry, a long-time faithful member of Hays Avenue Church, whose death 
marked the beginning of the Building Fund for the new Aldersgate Church. 
Mrs. Henry served on the Board of Stewards and was a youth counselor. Mrs. 
Henry’s daughter, Virginia Ann Henry, married John Wesley Sawyer. It was 
this couple who left $125,000 to Aldersgate Church in 1987, a gift which made 
possible the building of the last Sunday School addition. Mary Lucille Hayden 
taught Sunday School and was active in the Woman’s Society. Miriam Virginia 
was head of the Primary Department in the Sunday School for many years. It 
was she who talked her niece, Margaret Shelton, into serving in that 
children’s department, a job she held for twenty-five years. 


The last child of Annie Rebecca and William Winfield Pope was William 
Winfield Pope, Jr. He was born two days after the death of his father in 1899. 
In 1931, he married Mary Harris, a member of First Methodist Church in 
Jackson. Winfield Pope, Jr., attended church with his wife, but did not move 
his membership to First Methodist Church until after the death of his mother 
in 1937. Even though his membership was no longer at Hays Avenue, he 
continued through the years to give generously to the church which had 
nurtured him in his younger days. When he and his wife died, the generous 
gift which he left to Aldersgate Church is the money which is being used to 
underwrite the publication of this history. 


This remarkable family has been a wonderful asset of Hays 
Avenue/Aldersgate Church. Their active participation in all aspects of the 
church’s life, their leadership in the business of running the Church, the 
Sunday School, and all other involvements of an active congregation, and 
their generosity to the church, both during their lives and after their deaths, 
have made them invaluable to the life of the church. 
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The 1990s 


The various organizations of Aldersgate Church are important to the life of 
the church. 


Members of the Sanctuary Choir - 1993 


Dr. Jo Fleming, Director 


Lee Bell, Organist 
Marianne Archer 
Trina Bell 
Delores Blackmon 
Frances Cagle 
Mary Cowles 
Melissa Duncan 
Ondra Farmer 
Kitty Hawkins 
Kristy Hawkins 
Kathy Hunter 
Kevin Hunter 
Harold James 
Elaine Jones 


Members: 


Hugh Archer 
John Archer 
Bobby Arnold 
Cliff Baker 

Lee Bell 

Dave Beverly 
Hugh Blackmon 
Ralph Blow 
Mike Brewer 
Harry Campbell 
Tom Carr 

Ted Fesmire 
Kent Frisbee 
Bob Green 

Bill Hammonds 
Bob Henderson 
Bruce Hickerson 
Buddy Holley 
William T. Jowers 


Marilyn Kemp 
Jan Matthews 
John Meriwether 
Betty Payton 
Betty Payton 
Mary Robinson 
Bill Simmons 
Patty Simmons 
Lydia Smith 
Nancy Stephenson 
Bennett Tillman 
Jo Ellen Tillman 
Kathy Tillman 
Cindy Wagster 


Methodist Men 
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Hays Kee 

Jim Kirby 

Steve Law 

Adron McAlexander 
George May 

John Meriwether 
Rick Merriman 
Johnny Milligan 
Bill Moore 

Albert Pledge 
Andy Porter 
Leroy Roberts 
Bill Simmons 

K. V. Stegall 
Bennett Tillman 
Bill Wagster 
Tom Wagster 
Dale Wood 


A Community of Faith 


United Methodist Women 


CIRCLE 1 (Meets in members homes the Third Tuesday morning of each 
month at 9:30.) 


Becky May, Chairperson Doris Naylor 
Frances Cagle, Co-Chairperson Barbara Roberts 
Virginia Campbell Rae Rogers 


Julie Merryman 


CIRCLE 2 (Meets at Aldersgate Church the Third Monday afternoon of each 
month at 2:00.) 


Martha Judy, Chairperson Myrtle McAlexander 
Irene Wheat, Co-Chairperson Martha Pope 

Effie Baker Bonnie Raney 
Murriel Blow Rumel Rushing 
Ruth Conklin Frances Todd 

Rosie Jacques Orville Wyatt 
Katherine Jobe May Williams 


Home Bound Members: Loreen Gilbert, Irene Gowan, Sadie Stewart. 


CIRCLE 3 (Meets in the homes of members on the Third Monday Evening at 
730.) 


Edna Conrad, Chairperson Ann Kirby 
Juanita Bivens, Co-Chairperson Kathryn Morford 
Beverly Jowers Mary Robinson 
Faye Hassell Glynda Smith 
Susan Hiscox JoEllen Tillman 


CIRCLE 4 (Meets in member’s homes the Third Tuesday Evening of each 


month.) 
Mary Crowe, Chairperson Eulene Jones 
Margaret Shelton, Co-Chairperson Emma Bell Nelson 
Tommie Baker Olivia Newman 
Dolores Blackmon Ludell Parrish 
Gertrude Davis Valera Whitworth 


Louise Long 
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Kathryn Hastings, Chairperson 
Mary June Holley, Co-Chairperson 
Irene Barfield 

Mary Cowles 

Mary Dixon 

Doris Green 

Ethylee Hammonds 

Jean Johnsey 


The 1990s 


CIRCLE 5 (Meets in members’ homes the Third Monday morning at 10:00.) 


Nancy Johnsey 
Ruth Mischke 
Dora Morford 
Margaret Simons 
Opal Sowell 

Ann Wagster 
Ethel Wood 
Eloise Woodall 


Homebound Member: Ina Belle Castleman 


Sue Alexander, Chairperson 

Joy Meriwether, Co-Chairperson 
Jill Anderson 

Marianne Archer 

Lynn Arnold 

Sheila Arnold 

Joy Austin 

Paulette Brewer 

Kristin Cochran 

Regina Cross 
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CIRCLE 6 (Meets in members’ homes the Third Tuesday Evening at 7:30.) 


Judy Duke 
Roselyn Dyer 
Karen Grace 
Davie Harrison 
Kathy Hunter 
Jane Kirby 
Marcia Law 
Debbie Leigh 
Jan Matthews 
Maxine Mays 


A Community of Faith 


Plans for Celebration of Aldersgate’s 125th Anniversary 


Plans for the celebration of the one hundred, twenty-fifth anniversary of 
Aldersgate Church have been underway for about a year. A committee was 
appointed to make arrangements for the celebration. Mrs. Bonnie Raney is 
the chairman of the Historical Committee. The members of the committee are 
Margaret Shelton, Lee Bell, Frances Cagle, Bill Hammonds, Hugh Blackmon, 
Marilyn Kemp, and Irene Wheat. Mrs. Raney has announced the plans that 
have been made. 


On February 20, 1994, this church will celebrate 125 years of 
Christian service in the Jackson community, one hundred, eleven 
years on Hays Avenue and fourteen years on Parkway in the 
central part of the city. 


The Reverend Douglass Gilbert, who was licensed to preach many 
years ago by this church, will be the visiting minister for the 
morning worship service. Special music will be heard during the 
service. Fellowship lunch will follow the service. 


The history of this great church will be available on that day as 
part of the celebration. A commemorative plate with a drawing 
of the church by artist, Mary Robinson, long-time member of the 
church, will also be available and a part of the celebration. 


As we come together as a community of faith to celebrate 125 
years of service to God, we look back with gratitude and look 
forward with great anticipation to what lies ahead, and through it 
all we say within our hearts, 


To God Be the Glory For the Things He Has Done! 
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Church Officials 


Aldersgate United Methodist Church 


1994 


Pastor: The Reverend William T. Jowers 


Retired Minister: The 


Honorary Members: 
Officers: 


Reverend James Simons 


Administrative Council 

Adron McAlexander, A. G. Brinkley, Elton Winslow 
Barry Matthews - Chairperson (1997) 

Fred Hawkins - Vice-Chairperson (1997) 

JoElen Tillman - Recording Secretary (1997) 


Classes 1994 1995 1996 
Frances Cagle K. V. Stegall Margaret Shelton 
Rex Shelton Margaret Rucker Ted Fesmire 
Susan Hiscox Fred Hawkins Leon Dyer 
Jim Brewer Charles Farmer Mike Brewer 
Ted Presson Jane Kirby John Allen 
John Meriwether Brad Strange Larry Williams 
Charlie Havner Betty Brewer Bob Green 
Jack Naylor Dave Beverly 


Bill Hammonds 


By Other Positions: 
Sue Alexander 
Bill Wagster 
Judy Duke 
Barbara Roberts 
JoEllen Tillman 
John Archer 
Robert Morford, Sr. 
Jack Naylor 
Toby Leigh 
Jean Johnsey 
Hugh Blackmon 
Neill Bivens 
Steve Law 
Harry Campbell 
Marianne Archer 
Bennett Tillman 
Judy Duke 
Laura Chapman 
Stan Anderson 
Jimmy Duke 
Marilyn Kemp 
Edna Conrad 
George May 
Michael Duke 
Mandy Williams 
Bobby Arnold 


Financial Secretary 

Building Fund Treasurer 

Lambuth Representative, Higher Education 
Lay Leader 

Recording Secretary 

Treasurer 

Building and Grounds Committee 
Finance Committee 

Futures Committee 

Memorials Committee 

Staff-Parish Committee 

Trustees 

Children’s Council 

Community Service/Outreach Committee 
Education Work Area 

vangelism Work Area 

Family Ministries 

Nursery Committee 

Recreation Committee 

Stewardship and Endowments Work Area 
Worship Committee 

United Methodist Women 

United Methodist Men 

United Methodist Youth Fellowship 
Adult Coordinator 

District Steward 
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Individual Offices 


Lay Leader: 

President UMM: 
President UMW: 
Recording Secretary: 
Church Historian: 
Coordinator VCS: 
Communion Stewards: 


Treasurer: 

Assistant Treasurer: 

Health and Welfare: 

Audit: 

Sunday School Superintendent: 


Barbara Roberts 

George May 

Edna Conrad 

JoEllen Tillman 

Bonnie Raney 

Sheila Arnold, Sandra Presson 
Mary Cowles, Dolores Blackmon, 
Marilyn Kemp 

John Archer 

Martha Ewell 

Johnny Milligan 

Bill Wagster 

John Archer 


Age Level Coordinators 


Children’s Coordinator: 
Children’s Coordinator: 
Nursery Coordinator: 
Youth Coordinator: 
Adult Coordinator: 
Family Ministries: 


Marcia Law 

Steve Law, Hugh & Michelle Archer 
Laura Chapman 

Phil Jones 

Mandy Williams 

Judy Duke 


Administrative Committees 
Building and Grounds 


Robert Morford, Sr. 
1994 

Robt. Morford, Sr. 
Caroline Davis 
Lynne Arnold 


Chairperson: 
Classes: 


Finance 
Jack Naylor 
1994 
Jack Naylor 
John Archer 
Gary Nelson 


Chairperson: 
Classes: 


By Other Positions: 
Sue Alexander 
Jimmy Duke 
Barbara Roberts 
Bill Wagster 
John Archer 
Martha Ewell 
Barry Matthews 
Fred Hawkins 
Barbara Roberts 
Becky May, Bill Wagster 


1995 1996 
Ruth Mischke Bill Kemp 
Neill Bivens Bill Moore 


Bob Stephenson Hugh Blackmon 


Jim Kirby Tom McCarter 
Committee 

1995 1996 

Joy Austin Bob Green 
David Bryan Charles Farmer 
Bill Hammonds Scott Cross 


Bruce Hickerson 


Financial Secretary 

Stewardship Committee 

Lay Leader 

Building Fund Treasurer 

Treasurer 

Assistant Treasurer 

Chairperson, Administrative Council 
Vice Chairperson, Admin. Council 
Lay Member, Annual Conference 
Reserve Delegates 
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Community Services/Outreach Committee 
Chairperson: Harry Campbell 


Classes: 1994 195 1996 
Ondra Farmer Barbara Barnhill Becky May 
Jeff Duncan Harry Campbell Susan Hiscox 
Johnny Milligan Betty Brewer Dave Beverly 


Education Work Area 
Chairperson: Marianne Archer 


Classes: 1994 1995 1996 
Dolores Blackmon Marianne Archer Patty Simmons 
Dennis Austin Joy Austin Susan Hiscox 
Charlie Havner Teresa Frommel Jane Henne 


Evangelism Work Area 
Chairperson: Bennett Tillman 


Classes: 1994 1995 1996 
Sandy Maxwell Betty Payton Bennett Tillman 
Tommie Baker Leroy Roberts Harold Rogers 
Sarah Gibson Barbara Roberts Chuck Tomlin 


Frank Chapman 


Family Ministries Work Area 


Chairperson: Judy Duke Assistant Chair: Regina Cross 
Classes: 1994 1995 1996 
Ethylee Hammonds Lydia Smith Susan Brewer 
Bill Hammonds Paulette Brewer Regina Cross 
Robert Smith Jane Kirby Judy Duke 


Nursery Committee 
Chairperson: Laura Chapman 


Classes: 1994 1995 1996 
Jane Henne Tom Wagster Caroline Davis 
Laura Chapman Melinda Duncan Sue Alexander 
Lynn Havner Jan Matthews 


Recreation Committee 
Chairperson: Stan Anderson 


Classes: 1994 1995 1996 
Robert Morford Jr. Stan Anderson Robert Johnsey 
Andy Porter Kathy Hunter Frank Chapman 
Harold James Michael Duke Jan Matthews 


Stewardship and Endowments Work Area 
Chairperson: Jimmy Duke 


Classes: 1994 1995 1996 
Rhonda Rogers Joy Meriwether Jack Naylor 
Jane Kirby Jim Dyer John Archer 
Betty Payton Tom Carr Jimmy Duke 


Kathryn Morford 
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Futures Committee 
Chairperson: Toby Leigh 


Classes: 1994 1995 1996 
Toby Leigh Fred Hawkins Bobby Arnold 
Julie Merryman John Meriwether Martha Ewell 
Frances Cagle Margaret Rucker Susan Hiscox 


By Other Positions: 
Barbara Roberts (Lay Leader) 
Jack Naylor (Chairperson, Finance Committee) 
Barry Matthews (Chairperson, Administrative Council) 


Memorials Committee 
Chairperson: Jean Johnsey 


Classes: 1994 1995 1996 
Bennett Tillman Irene Wheat Louise Bivens 
Jean Johnsey Terry Presson Ethylee Hammonds 


Nominations Committee 
Chairperson: Rev. William Jowers 


Classes: 1994 1995 1996 
Margaret Shelton Dolores Blackmon Dennis Austin 
Murriel Blow Doris Naylor Patty Simmons 
Ted Presson Bill Wagster Mike Duke 


By Other Positions: Barbara Roberts (Lay Leader) 


Staff-Parish Committee 
Chairperson: Hugh Blackmon 


Classes: 1994 1995 1996 
Hugh Blackmon Shirley Nelson Kent Frisbee 
Nancy Stephenson Ann Kirby Brenda Tomlin 
Ben Matthews Marianne Archer K. V. Stegall 

By Other Positions: Becky May (Lay Member, Annual Conference) 

Trustees 

Chairperson: Neill Bivens 

Classes: 1994 1995 1996 
Frank Chapman Margaret Shelton Bill Moore 
Delson Rogers Betty Brewer Harry Johnsey 
Tom Wagster Jimmy Duke Ann Wagster 


Neill Bivens 


Children’s Council 
Chairperson: Steve Law 


Classes: 1994 1995 1996 
Sandra Presson Marcia Law Lynn Havner 
Joy Meriwether Harold James Hugh Archer 
Caroline Davis Paulette Brewer Michelle Archer 
Steve Law Laura Beverly 


David Beverly 
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Worship Work Area 
Chairperson: Marilyn Kemp 


Classes: 1994 1995 1996 
Lydia Smith Jim Simons Steve Law 
Kathy Tillman Gloria McCarter Marilyn Kemp 
Cliff Baker Kitty Hawkins Mary Fleming 
Frances Cagle Cissy Carr 


Ex-Officio Members: Lee Bell, Jo Fleming 


Other Committees and Offices 


Altar Guild Communion Stewards 
Faye Hassell Dolores Blackmon 
Frances Todd Mary Cowles 

Jane Henne Marilyn Kemp 


Davie Harrison 
Doris Naylor 


District Steward Pictorial Directory Coordinator 
Bobby Arnold Ann Kirby 


Transportation Committee 
Chairperson: Johnny Milligan 
Phil Jones 
Bill Moore 
Bill Kemp 
Kevin Hunter 
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Members of Aldersgate United Methodist Church 
Jackson, Tennessee 


August 1993 


Resident Members 


Mrs. Peble Aderholt 

Mrs. Sue Alexander 

John and Kath Allen 

Mrs. Marie Anderson 

Stan and Jill Anderson 
Hugh and Michelle Archer 
John and Marianne Archer 
Bobby and Sheila Arnold 
Hugh and Lynne Arnold 
Mrs. Ruby Arnold 

Dennis and Joy Austin 

Van and Lois Austin 


Mrs. Lois Bain 

Cliff and Tommie Baker 
Dewey and Frances Baker 
Mrs. Effie Baker 

Mrs. Irene Barfield 

Bill Barnes 

Miss Barbara Barnhill 
Mrs. June Barron 

David and Laura Beverly 
Mrs. Juanita Bivens 

Neill T. and Louise Bivens 
Hugh and Dolores Blackmon 
Rachel Blackmon 
Timothy Blackmon 

Mrs. L. L. Blackwell 

Dale Blankenship 

Ralph and Murriel Blow 
Mrs. Pauline Bolton 

John and Susan Bond 
Jessica Bond 

Mrs. Betty Brewer 

Jim and Susan Brewer 
Mike and Paulette Brewer 
A. G. and Marie Brinkley 
Marie Briscoe 

Mrs. Marie Broadstreet 
David and Kathleen Bryan 
Mrs. Barbara Butler 

Miss Jennifer Butler 


Rayburn and Frances Cagle 
Harry and Virginia Campbell 


Sara Jean Cantrell 

Wesley Cantrell 

Tom and Cissy Carr 

Julie Carr 

Mrs. Ina Belle Castleman 
Buford Chamberlain 
Frank and Laura Chapman 
Terry and Kristin Cochran 
Mrs. Lela K. Cole 

Mrs. Ruth Conklin 
Richard and Edna Conrad 
Mrs. Mary Cowles 

Scott and Regina Cross 
Mary Lee Crowe 


Dennis and Anne Daniel 
Wendy Daniel 

Craig and Caroline Davis 
Jasper and Mollie Davis 
Miss Josephine Deaton 
Chip and Judy Dixon 
Robert and Gloria Dixon 
Russ Dixon 

Robert and Mary Dixon 
Jimmy and Judy Duke 
Julie Duke 

Michael Duke 

Jeff and Melinda Duncan 
Melissa Duncan 

Jim and Rhonda Dyer 
Russell Dyer 

Katherine Dyer 

Leon and Roselyn Dyer 


Jackie Davis Edwards 

Dr. Tom Edwards 

Tommy Edwards 

Bessie Ewell 

Mrs. Martha Ewell 

Alan Ewell 

Mrs. Raymond Exum 
Charles and Ondra Farmer 
Ashley Farmer 

Drew Farmer 

Ted and Virginia Fesmire 


Members of Aldersgate Church - 1993 


John Fesmire 

Cora Fincher 

Mrs. Opal Finley 

Jo and Mary Fleming 

Doris Franklin 

Kent Frisbee 

Edward and Teresa Frommel 
Michael Frommel 


Sarah Gibson 

Mrs. Loreen Gilbert 
Mrs. Irene Gowan 
Jesse Grace 

Karen Grace 
Stephen Grace 

Bob and Doris Green 
James L. Grove, Jr. 


Mrs. Violet Hale 

Billy Hale 

Donna Johnsey Hall 

Bill and Ethylee Hammonds 
Davie Harrison 

Mrs. Louise Harwell 

Mrs. Faye Hassell 

Mrs. Kathryn Hastings 
John Haubold 

Charlie and Lynn Havner 
John Hawk 

Fred and Kitty Hawkins 
Kristy Hawkins 

Bill and Jane Henne 
Chris and Tania Henne 
Bruce and Pat Hickerson 
Greg Hickerson 

Jason Hickerson 

Allen and Helen Hight 
George and Susan Hiscox 
Elliot Hiscox 

J. M. and Mary June Holley, Jr., 
Ray and Fay Holley 
David Hollis 

Jonathan Hollis 

Ron and Melba Homra 
Sandra Hopper 

Shannon Hopper 

Sarah Day Hopper 

Linda Hornbuckle 

Mrs. Jeanette Hoskinson 
Tom Hoskinson 

Harry and Katie Hughes 
Kevin and Kathy Hunter 
W. S. and Sue Hutcherson 
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Mrs. Rosie Jacques 

Harold James 

Leon and Katherine Jobe 
Evelyn Johnsey 

Harry and Jean Johnsey 
Nancy Johnsey 

Robert Johnsey 

Robert and Helen Johnston 
Mrs. Euleen Jones 

Linda Ann Jones 

Phil and Elaine Jones 

Roy W. Jones 

Mrs. Ruby Jones 

Beverly Jowers 

Jeff Jowers 

Aaron Jowers 

Raymond and Martha Judy 


Hayes and Juanita Kee 
Bill and Marilyn Kemp 
Elizabeth Kemp 
William Kemp 

Gayla Kilzer 

James and Ann Kirby 
Jane Kirby 

Mrs. Marion Kirk 
Cindy Kneivel 


Steve and Marcia Law 
Toby and Debbie Leigh 
Amanda Leigh 

Mrs. Henrietta Long 
Mrs. Louise Long 


Sue Magee 

Hazel Magee 

Mrs. Valeta Marcom 
Wiley Marcom 

Mrs. Jessie Mathis 

Mark and Sally Mathis 
Barry and Jan Matthews 
Mrs. Bea Matthews 

Ben Matthews 

Ted and Sandy Maxwell 
George and Becky May 
Ruth Mayfield 

Bernice Mayhall 

Mary Frances Mayoras 
Maxine Mays 

Adron McAlexander 
Mrs. Myrtle McAlexander 
Tom and Gloria McCarter 


Members of Aldersgate Church - 1993 


Kendall McCarter 

Todd McCarter 

Mrs. Glenn McCullar 
Kenneth and Linda McGee 
Farrah McGee 

Jennifer McGee 

Julie McGee 

Buddy McKnight 

LeAnne Gahagan McRae 
Mrs. Rose Melton 

John and Joy Meriwether 
Julie Merryman 

Johnny Milligan 

Mrs. Ruth Mischke 

Billy Moore 

Mrs. Sue Moore 

Mrs. Dora Morford 

Robert and Kathryn Morford 
Robert and Ivy Morford, Jr. 
Willis and Barbara Muselman 
Mrs. Clotine Myers 

Kathy Myers 


Jack and Doris Naylor 
Mrs. Emma Belle Nelson 
Gary and Shirley Nelson 
Mrs. Olivia Newman 

J. W. Newsom 


Mrs. Mary Olhausen 


Mary S. Parrish 

Loudell Parrish 

Betty Payton 

Harvey and Butch Penwell 
Lee Penwell 

Wynne Penwell 

Amanda Pettigrew 

Greg Pettigrew 

Albert and Janice Pledge 
Lela Pledge 

Jeremy Pledge 

Mrs. Martha Pope 

Andy and Ruth Porter 
Daniel Porter 

Paul H. Poteet 

Norman and Doris Presson 
Ted and Sandra Presson 
Terry and Margo Presson 
Ashley Presson 

Danette Pruett 


Mrs. Mary E. Rainey 
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Mrs. Bonnie Raney 

Judy Reeder 

David and Linda Rizzuto 
Mrs. Gladys Roach 

Leroy and Barbara Roberts 
Mrs. Mary Robinson 
Hubert Merle Roe 

Delson and Rhonda Rogers 
Harold and Rae Rogers 
Margaret Rucker 

Mrs. Rumel Rushing 


Betty Saunders 

Bill and Jane Scott 

Mrs. Lena R. Scott 

Ben and Jane Shelton 
Mike Shelton 

Debbie Shelton 

Stephen Shelton 

Mrs. Margaret Shelton 
Rex Shelton 

Bill and Patty Simmons 
Rev. James and Margaret Simons 
Amy Reeder Smith 

Bob and Glynda Smith 
Robert and Lydia Smith 
Shelley Smith 

Allison Smith 

Tommy Smith 

Mrs. Joyce Smitherman 
Marcia Sortet 

Christine Sortet 

Opal Sowell 

K. V. and Lou Stegall 

Bob and Nancy Stephenson 
Dixie Stephenson 

Mary Frances Stephenson 
Randle Stephenson 
Phillip Stephenson 
Robert J. Stephenson 
Terry Stockwell 

Brad and Terri Strange 

J. A. and Idalia Stratton, Jr. 
Bob and Judy Sutton 


Theron and Melba Talley 
Mary Lee Tate 

Richard and Sally Thomas 
Shelby Thomas 

T. D. and Margaret Thomas 
David Thomas 

Bennett and Jo Hllen Tillman 
Kathy Tillman 


Members of Aldersgate 


Mrs. Jack Tims 

Mrs. Frances Todd 

Chuck and Brenda Tomlin 
Robert Tucker III 


Bobby Utley 
Mrs. Tommy Vasquez 


Buford and Marie Wade 
Bill and Ann Wagster 
Frank and Cindy Wagster 
Tom and Mildred Wagster 
Georgia Lee Walls 

Mrs. Irene Wheat 

Rena Wheeler 

Eddie Whiting 

Don Whitmire 

Helen Whitmire 

Mrs. Valera Whitworth 
Dr. and Mrs. Larry Williams 
Mrs. May Williams 

Mrs. W. H. Wilson 

Elton Winslow 

Dale and Ethel Wood 
Karen Wood 

Mrs. Eloise Woodall 
Elizabeth Wyatt 

Mrs. Orville Wyatt 


NON-RESIDENT MEMBERS 
Lisa Balsbaugh 

Judy Barker 

Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Bivens 
Dolphus Blackmon 
Venus Breland 

Richard and Robyn Burgardt 
David Cagle 

Phillip Cagle 

Stephen Cagle 

Allen Cain 

A. B. Camp 

Billy Coleman 

Terry Cowles 

Sam and Abby Crosby 
Cindy Elder 

Mrs. Rita French 

Pam Frisbee 

Mrs. Jane Graves 

Mrs. Bill Gurley 

Billy and Susan Gurley 
Hill Hight 

Dan and Betsy Hyde 
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Maibelle Johnsey 

Connie Johnson 

Neal Jones 

Phra and Gladys Kercheval 
Mike and Fai Lamberth 
Mr. and Mrs. Ken Litke 
Stella Love 

Freda McKnight 

Tammy McKnight 

Jane Moore 

Mrs. Emma Sue Newsom 
John Nelson 

Kay Oswalt 

Mr. and Mrs. Fred Pendergrast 
Mr. L. D. Pope 

Mrs. James R. Senter 
Kathryn Shelton 

Nanci Shelton 

Sarah and Keith Shelton 
Chris Short 

Angela White Simpson 
Lois and Tanya Spiese 
Charles Stewart 

Sadie Stewart 

Thomas Stewart 

Tim Stratton 

Jim and Norma Tays 

Bill Wagster, Jr. 

Larry R. Wagster 

David Wagster 

Kathy Waters 

Greer Allison Weil 

Mrs. Joanne and Tim White 
Pete and Martha Williams 
David Woodall 


1868 


1869 


1870 


1871 


1873 


1875 


1876 


iasre 


Members of Aldersgate Church - 1993 


Ministers of Aldersgate United Methodist Church 
Jackson, Tennessee 


Benjamin Allison Hayes 


Born: April 12, 1818 
Died: December 1, 1904 
Buried: Jackson, Tennessee 


East Tennessee 
Jackson, Tennessee 
Riverside Cemetery 


Joseph Thomas Christopher Collins 


Born: August 28, 1825 
Died: July 2, 1900 
Buried: Martin, Tennessee 


Warner T. Bolling 


Born: May 25, 1847 
Died: April 15, 1913 
Buried: Memphis, Tennessee 


Benjamin F. Blackmon 


Born: October 20, 1845 
Died: March 25, 1907 
Buried: Jackson, Tennessee 


Armistead L. Pritchett 


Born: October 9, 1839 
Died: February 27, 1903 
Buried: Jackson, Tennessee 


William McKendree Patterson 


Born: September 19, 1838 
Died: August 19, 1889 
Buried: Caracas, Venezuela 


George Kirby Brooks 
Born: July 29, 1837 


Died: January 10, 1919 
Buried: Jackson, Tennessee 


William C. Sellers 


Born: January 21, 1846 
Died: January 22, 1934 
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Madison County, Tennessee 
Fulton, Kentucky 


Green County, Alabama 
Clinton, Kentucky 
Forest Hill Cemetery 


Madison County, Tennessee 
Jackson, Tennessee 
Brown's Church Cemetery 


Hollywood Cemetery 


near St. Louis, Missouri 
Caracas, Venezuela 
National Cemetery 


White Pitts, Swaby Parish 
Lincolnshire, England 
Paris, Tennessee 
Hollywood Cemetery 


Kentucky 
Martin, Tennessee 


1881 


1882 


1883 


1887 


1889 


1890 


1891 


1894 


1897 


1898 


1899 


Ministers of Aldersgate United Methodist Church 


George Willis Wilson 


Born: December 9, 1850 Nashville, Tennessee 
Died: October 25, 1916 Memphis, Tennessee 
Buried: Martin, Tennessee 
Armistead L. Pritchett (Second Appointment) 
Benjamin F. Blackmon (Second Appointment) 


James Henry Roberts 


Born: June 17, 1853 Twelve miles west of Gallatin, Tennessee 
Died: December 14, 1916 Memphis, Tennessee 
Buried: Memphis, Tennessee Forest Hill Cemetery 


Erasmus Kays Bransford 


Born: December 23, 1851 near Union City, Tennessee 
Died: February 23, 1936 Los Angeles, California 
G. K. Brooks (Second Appointment) 


James M. Scott 


Born: September 1, 1827 Stone River, Near Franklin, Tennessee 
Died: October 21, 1904 Fulton, Kentucky 
Buried: Ripley, Tennessee 


William Alfred Freeman 
Born: July 1, 1856 Marshall County, Mississippi 


Died: January 1, 1939 Covington, Tennessee 
Buried: Memphis, Tennessee Forest Hill Cemetery 


James Henry Roberts (Second Appointment) 


Joseph H. Evans 


Born: September 15, 1834 Hertford County, North Carolina 
Died: May 10, 1912 Jackson, Tennessee 
Buried: Jackson, Tennessee Riverside Cemetery 


William Graves Hefley 


Born: November 2, 1953 Madison County, Tennessee 
Died: April 29, 1913 Jackson, Tennessee 


1902 


1903 


1904 


1907 


LILO 


1911 


1913 


1916 


1918 


Ministers of Aldersgate United Methodist Church 


James Gaston Clarke 


Born: November 15, 1850 
Died: November 29, 1911 


Cedar Hill, Anson Co., North Carolina 


Tullahoma, Tennessee 


Buried: Wadesboro, North Carolina 


Henry Warren Brooks 


Born: November 4, 1858 
Died: March 9, 1926 
Buried: Memphis, Tennessee 


William Watson Adams 


Born: September 21, 1861 
Died: August 25, 1943 
Buried: McKenzie, Tennessee 


Louis D. Hamilton 


Born: July 30, 1862 
Died: July 23, 1932 


William C. Waters 


Born: January 8, 1858 
Died: August 12, 1956 
Buried: Murray, Kentucky 


William Willard Armstrong 


Born: May 3, 1867 
Died: February 28, 1958 
Buried: Memphis, Tennessee 


Samuel Lewis Jewell 


Born: May 20, 1860 
Died: January 25, 1959 
Buried: Evanston, Illinois 


William Albert Russell 


Born: July 21, 1864 
Died: January 13, 1919 
Buried: Lexington, Tennessee 


John Watson Waters 


Born: October 20, 1853 
Died: January 12, 1941 
Buried: Ripley, Tennessee 
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Lexington, Tennessee 
Memphis, Tennessee 
Elmwood Cemetery 


near Lexington, Tennessee 
Webb City, Missouri 


Paris, Tennessee 
Dyersburg, Tennessee 


Calloway County, Kentucky 
Atlanta, Georgia 


Calloway County, Kentucky 
Memphis, Tennessee 
Memorial Park Cemetery 


Hickman County, Kentucky 
Evanston, Illinois 
Memorial Park 


near Dyer, Gibson Co., Tennessee 
Fulton, Kentucky 


Calloway County, Kentucky 
Ripley, Tennessee 
Maplewood Cemetery 


1920 


1922 


1924 


1925 


1930 


1931 


1934 


1938 


1940 


Ministers of Aldersgate United Methodist Church 


James W. Blackard 


Born: February 8, 1857 
Died: March 29, 1938 
Buried: Jackson, Tennessee 


Pittman D. T. Roberts 


Born: September 2, 1888 
Died: November 20, 1924 
Buried: Paris, Tennessee 


Thomas G. Lowry 


Born: July 23, 1869 
Died: June 28, 1928 
Buried: Memphis, Tennessee 


John Matthew Pickens 


Born: September 20, 1864 
Died: October 24, 1931 
Buried: Jackson, Tennessee 


Eugene Watson Crump 


Born: July 7, 1875 
Died: April 24, 1948 
Buried: Memphis, Tennessee 


Charles Elton Norman 


Born: December 6, 1871 
Died: September 24, 1940 


Buried: Lexington, Tennessee 


Robert Pierce Duckworth 


Born: December 1, 1875 
Died: November 28, 1954 


Buried: Brownsville, Tennessee 


William Franklin Maxedon 
Born: September 30, 1879 
Died: April 13, 1955 


Memorial Park Cemetery 


Orlando Cleveland Wrather 


Born: May 3, 1886 
Died: January 30, 1954 
Buried: Murray, Kentucky 
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Madison County, Tennessee 
Jackson, Tennessee 
Riverside Cemetery 


Paris, Tennessee 
Jackson, Tennessee 


Whitesboro, Texas 
Memphis, Tennessee 
Memorial Park Cemetery 


Hardin County, Tennessee 
Humboldt, Tennessee 
Hollywood Cemetery 


Holly Springs, Mississippi 
Memphis, Tennessee 
Forest Hill Cemetery 


Pulaski, Giles Co., Tennessee 
Jackson, Tennessee 


Brownsville, Tennessee 
Brownsville, Tennessee 
Oakwood Cemetery 


Bethel Springs, Tennessee 
Memphis, Tennessee 
Buried: Memphis, Tennessee 


near Murray, Calloway Co., Kentucky 


Murray, Kentucky 
South Pleasant Grove Cemetery 


Ministers of Aldersgate United Methodist Church 


1942 Fred Harris Peeples 


Born: April 2, 1883 Milan, Tennessee 
Died: March 3, 1970 Memphis, Tennessee 
Buried: Memphis, Tennessee Elmwood Cemetery 


1944 Wayne Alexander Lamb 
Born: November 6, 1905 Weakley County, Tennessee 


1948 Daniel Robert Overall 


Born: November 14, 1905 Percy, Illinois 
Died: March 3, 1978 Memphis, Tennessee 
Buried: Humboldt, Tennessee Rose Hill Cemetery 


1953 James Emerson Wilford, Sr. 


Born: October 5, 1908 Graves County, Kentucky 
Died: March 21, 1987 Jackson, Tennessee 
Buried: Jackson, Tennessee Highland Memorial Gardens 


1957 John David Olhausen 


Born: May 15, 1906 Madie, Lake County, Tennessee 
Died: March 25, 1989 Jackson, Tennessee 
Buried: Jackson, Tennessee Highland Memorial Gardens 


1962 Denver W. Anderson 


Born: 


1968 Cecil Leo Page 


Born: November 29, 1922 Carlisle County, Kentucky 
Died: September 27, 1979 
Buried: Bardwell, Kentucky Roselawn Cemetery 


1973 John Edward Stavely 


Borne t919 Dover, Tennessee 
Died: September 20, 1993 Munford, Tennessee 
Buried: Dover, Tennessee Hart Cemetery 

1975 James Edwin Simons 


Born: May 11, 1922 


1977 Raymond Artie Bivens 


Born: November 7, 1912 near Sardis, Hardin Co., Tennessee 
Died: February 10, 1991 Jackson, Tennessee 
Buried: Friendship, Tennessee Friendship Cemetery 


Zoe 


Ministers of Aldersgate United Methodist Church 


1981 Richard Prentis Smith 
Born: January 6, 1947 Martin, Tennessee 


1986 James Charles Cooper 


Born: June 14, 1946 Nashville, Tennessee 


1993 William T. Jowers 
Born: April 18, 1947 Dyersburg, Tennessee 
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Ministers of Aldersgate United Methodist Church 


Annual Membership, Reported to the Conference 


1918 
L919 
1920 
192) 
£927 
£923 
1924 
Noes: 
1926 
1927, 
1928 
1929 
1930 
LOST 
1952 
1933 
1934 
1935 
1936 
RYE 
1938 
1950 
1940 
1941 
1942 
1943 
1944 
1945 
1946 
1947 
1948 
1949 
1950) 
1951 
1952 
1953 
1954 
1955 
1956 
1957 
1958 
1959 
1960 
1961 
1962 
1963 
1964 
1965 
1966 


1967 
1968 
1969 
1970 
ibe Fi 
1, 
1973 
1974 
ite Wis) 
1976 
1977 
1978 
1979 
1980 
1981 
1982 
1983 
1984 
1985 
1986 
1987 
1988 
1989 
1990 
ee) 
1992 
1995 
1994 
1 
1996 
199% 
1998 
Lhe as 9) 
2000 
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aul T. Hicks, a native of Memphis, 
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Memphis (Rhodes College), and the Master of Music degree 
from Memphis State University. He has served as Organist- 
Choirmaster of First United Methodist Church in Memphis 
since 1967. He is also organist at Memphis Theological 
Seminary. 


Mr. Hicks has published a two-part history of First United 
Methodist Church in Memphis and From the Corner of 
Peabody and Bellevue, the History of St. John's Methodist 
Church, Memphis, Tennessee, published by Guild Bindery 
Press. Mr. Hicks has had music published by GLA. and by 
Abingdon Press. 


Guild Bindery Press, Inc. 
Box 38099 
Germantown, Tennessee 38183 


A COMMUNITY OF FAITH 


(AO SH eS O) Rv. OFF 


HEA YS cay VABCNUCE.. 8 AGL DE R°S G ATE 
UNITED METHODIST CHO Roe 


